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They've certainly earned the respect of folks
like Ray Odierno who’s here, who is obviously
one of our greatest warriors and one of our
greatest soldiers, because this team is always
there for our men and women in uniform. This
is a New York Giants tradition that goes back
to World War II. Back in World War 11, Wel-
lington Mara served in the United States Navy,
so this is a long tradition here.

And these guys have made it clear that no
matter who you root for on Sundays, if you're a
veteran, the New York Giants are on your
team. Whether it’s setting up tickets to games
or inviting folks to practices, the Giants never
forget the men and women who risk everything
to protect our freedom. And I especially want
to thank and congratulate Coach Coughlin on
receiving the Army’s Outstanding Civilian Ser-
vice Award. That’s a great honor.

By the way, we've got some wounded war-
riors here today. Let’s give them all a big round
of applause. Having these folks here today,
seeing how much the Giants means to them is
a reminder of how important sports and foot-
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This week, I spent some time talking with
college students about how we can make high-
er education more affordable. And one of the
things I told them was how proud I was that
they were making that investment in them-
selves, because in today’s economy, the best
predictor of success is a good education.

That’s not just true for our individual suc-
cess; it’s also true for America’s success. New
jobs and new businesses will take root wherev-
er they can find the most highly educated,
highly skilled workers. And I want those work-
ers to be American workers. I want those good-
paying, middle class jobs to take root right
here.

So it should concern everybody that right
now, all across America, tens of thousands of
teachers are getting laid off. In Pennsylvania
alone, there are 9,000 fewer educators in our
schools today than just a year ago. In Ohio, the
number is close to 7,000. And nationwide, over
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ball can be, but it’s also a reminder that there
are some things that are more important than
football, and the Giants know that. They fin-
ished strong, they won six straight games with
everything on the line, they made a difference
in the lives of those around them. But most im-
portantly, they did it not just on Sunday, but
every week.

So again, I want to congratulate the New
York Giants. Good luck this season. It looks
like we've got somebody singing for you.
[Laughter] That's how happy everybody is.

Give the New York Giants a big round of ap-
plause.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:09 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Justin Tuck, defensive
end, Victor Cruz, wide receiver, and Mario
Manningham, former wide receiver, New York
Giants; and Gen. Raymond T. Odierno, USA,
Chief of Staff, U.S. Army. He also referred to
the Mara and Tisch families, owners, New
York Giants franchise.

the past 3 years, school districts have lost over
250,000 educators. Think about what that
means for our country. When there are fewer
teachers in our schools, class sizes start climb-
ing up, our students start falling behind, and
our economy takes a hit.

The point is, teachers matter. One study
found that a good teacher can increase the life-
time income of a classroom by over $250,000.
A great teacher can change the course of a
child’s life. So the last thing our country needs
is to have fewer teachers in our schools.

Now, I know States are still going through
some tough times. I realize that every Gover-
nor is dealing with limited resources and many
face stark choices when it comes to their bud-
gets.

But that doesn’t mean we should just stand
by and do nothing. When States struggle, it’s
up to Congress to step in and help out. In 2009
and in 2010, we provided aid to States to keep
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hundreds of thousands of teachers in the class-
room. But we need to do more. That’s why a
critical part of the jobs bill that I sent to Con-
gress back in September was to help States
prevent even more layoffs and rehire even
more teachers who had lost their jobs. Of
course, months later, were still waiting on
Congress to act.

When it comes to this recovery, we can’t ful-
ly control everything that happens in other
parts of the world. But there are plenty of
things we can control. There are plenty of
steps we can take right now to strengthen our
economy. Putting teachers back in our kids’
classrooms is one of those steps. There’s no ex-
cuse for inaction. You work hard. Your leaders

should too, especially at this make-or-break
moment for the middle class.

I know this is an election year. But some
things are bigger than an election. Some things
are bigger than politics. So I hope you'll join
me in telling Congress to do the right thing, to
get to work, and to help our teachers back in
the classroom. We can’t afford to wait any lon-

er.
8 Thanks and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:05 p.m. on June 8 in the Grand Foyer
at the White House for broadcast on June 9.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 8, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on June 9.
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Thank you, everybody. Everybody, please
have a seat. Well, it is wonderful to be with all
of you. Let me begin by thanking our hosts,
Josh and Genine. Thank you so much for open-
ing up this extraordinary home—and their gor-
geous daughters who are doing all wonderful
things. I was telling Josh, you cannot beat
daughters. No offense, sons, but—{laughter]—
I'm just saying, when you've got wonderful
daughters, it puts a smile on your face. But
thank you so much for your hospitality.

You guys benefit from having one of the best
Governors in the country. Please give Martin
O’Malley a big round of applause. Absolutely.
An outstanding Lieutenant Governor, class-
mate of mine at Harvard, although he was a lit-
tle younger than me, Anthony Brown. Two
wonderful allies, great friends, great champi-
ons on behalf of working people not just here
in Maryland, but all across the country: Barba-
ra Mikulski is here, the senior Senator, and
Ben Cardin in the house. We've got the won-
derful Congressman—I loved his dad; he’s do-
ing just a great job following in his footsteps—
John Sarbanes is here. And the outstanding
mayor of Baltimore, Stephanie Rawlings-Blake
is in the house.
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And of course, all of you are here, and we’re
very pleased with that. I'm going to be very
brief, because usually what T want to do in a
setting like this is to take questions and provide
comments or get advice.

But let me just say briefly, building on what
Martin said, we’ve gone through the toughest
economy and the toughest financial crisis in
our lifetimes. What we’ve seen not just here in
the United States, but worldwide, is something
that we haven’t seen since the thirties. And
we've still got a long way to go. There are a lot
of folks out there who are hurting—a lot of
folks who are looking for work or are underem-
ployed, a lot of folks whose homes are under-
water—and we’ve been reading over the last
several days about, because of the plunge in
housing prices, the loss of that wealth that a lot
of families are experiencing. It’s put enormous
strains on people all across the country, includ-
ing here in Maryland.

But what we have been able to do over the
last 3% years, after a decade in which we had
been moving in the wrong direction, is to begin
to point towards a trajectory where here in this
country, everybody is getting a fair shot, every-
body is doing their fair share, everybody is
playing by the same set of rules; trying to re-
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