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hundreds of thousands of teachers in the class-
room. But we need to do more. That’s why a
critical part of the jobs bill that I sent to Con-
gress back in September was to help States
prevent even more layoffs and rehire even
more teachers who had lost their jobs. Of
course, months later, we’re still waiting on
Congress to act.

When it comes to this recovery, we can’t ful-
ly control everything that happens in other
parts of the world. But there are plenty of
things we can control. There are plenty of
steps we can take right now to strengthen our
economy. Putting teachers back in our kids’
classrooms is one of those steps. There’s no ex-
cuse for inaction. You work hard. Your leaders

should too, especially at this make-or-break
moment for the middle class.

I know this is an election year. But some
things are bigger than an election. Some things
are bigger than politics. So I hope you’ll join
me in telling Congress to do the right thing, to
get to work, and to help our teachers back in
the classroom. We can’t afford to wait any lon-
ger.

Thanks and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:05 p.m. on June 8 in the Grand Foyer
at the White House for broadcast on June 9.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 8, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on June 9.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Owings Mills, Maryland
June 12, 2012

Thank you, everybody. Everybody, please
have a seat. Well, it is wonderful to be with all
of you. Let me begin by thanking our hosts,
Josh and Genine. Thank you so much for open-
ing up this extraordinary home—and their gor-
geous daughters who are doing all wonderful
things. I was telling Josh, you cannot beat
daughters. No offense, sons, but—[laughter]—
I’m just saying, when you’ve got wonderful
daughters, it puts a smile on your face. But
thank you so much for your hospitality.

You guys benefit from having one of the best
Governors in the country. Please give Martin
O’Malley a big round of applause. Absolutely.
An outstanding Lieutenant Governor, class-
mate of mine at Harvard, although he was a lit-
tle younger than me, Anthony Brown. Two
wonderful allies, great friends, great champi-
ons on behalf of working people not just here
in Maryland, but all across the country: Barba-
ra Mikulski is here, the senior Senator, and
Ben Cardin in the house. We’ve got the won-
derful Congressman—I loved his dad; he’s do-
ing just a great job following in his footsteps—
John Sarbanes is here. And the outstanding
mayor of Baltimore, Stephanie Rawlings-Blake
is in the house.

And of course, all of you are here, and we’re
very pleased with that. I’m going to be very
brief, because usually what I want to do in a
setting like this is to take questions and provide
comments or get advice.

But let me just say briefly, building on what
Martin said, we’ve gone through the toughest
economy and the toughest financial crisis in
our lifetimes. What we’ve seen not just here in
the United States, but worldwide, is something
that we haven’t seen since the thirties. And
we’ve still got a long way to go. There are a lot
of folks out there who are hurting—a lot of
folks who are looking for work or are underem-
ployed, a lot of folks whose homes are under-
water—and we’ve been reading over the last
several days about, because of the plunge in
housing prices, the loss of that wealth that a lot
of families are experiencing. It’s put enormous
strains on people all across the country, includ-
ing here in Maryland.

But what we have been able to do over the
last 3½ years, after a decade in which we had
been moving in the wrong direction, is to begin
to point towards a trajectory where here in this
country, everybody is getting a fair shot, every-
body is doing their fair share, everybody is
playing by the same set of rules; trying to re-
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store those core values here in America where
if you work hard, you can make it, regardless of
where you come from, what you look like, you
have a chance if you act responsibly and you’re
willing to put in some sweat equity to make it
here in America.

That’s what the rescue of the auto industry
was all about, recognizing that if you place a
bet on American workers and American inge-
nuity, and people start cooperating, that we
could once again be number one. And we’re
seeing GM now the number-one automaker in
the work and the U.S. auto industry not only
back on its feet, but producing cars that people
want to buy all around the world.

It’s what we’re seeing in clean energy,
where we’ve now doubled clean energy pro-
duction since I came into office. The progress
that we’ve been able to make with respect to
making sure that businesses have markets all
around the world so that we’re not just known
as a country that buys things, but we’re also a
country that’s selling stuff. And we’re well on
track to double our exports since I came into
office, because I want once again for products
made in the United States to be known around
the world as the best products that are avail-
able.

So we’ve been able to right the ship a little
bit. We’re moving in the right direction, but
this election in many ways is going to be more
consequential than 2008, because for all the
changes that we’ve been able to achieve—
equal pay for equal work legislation, reversing
“don’t ask, don’t tell,” health care legislation
that gives 2.5 million young people the ability
to stay on their parents’ health care plans and
gives 30 million people the opportunity to get
affordable insurance for the first time, Wall
Street reforms that are able to make sure that
we don’t go through another taxpayer bailout
of our banking system like we did that last
time. Despite all that work, we’re going to
need another term to make sure that we con-
solidate these gains and we lock in the kind of
progress that we need to ensure that America’s
middle class is growing again.

And the reason this election is so important
is because you’ll never see a sharper contrast

between the two parties in the vision that they
have for where this country needs to go.

You’ve got a party that, at this point, its only
recipe for success is another $5 trillion worth
of tax cuts on top of the Bush tax cuts that—by
every independent analyst who’s looked at it—
would actually make a our debt and our deficits
much worse, or alternatively, would lead to us
slashing the kinds of investments that are re-
quired for us to grow over the long term: in-
vestments in basic science and research and
development that have been made us an eco-
nomic superpower; investments in education,
because we know that in the 21st century,
those countries that have the best trained
workers are going to be the most successful; in-
vestments we make in our basic infrastruc-
ture—our roads, our bridges, broadband lines,
wireless networks; investments we make in en-
suring that people who’ve worked all their lives
can retire with dignity and respect, things like
Medicare and Social Security.

And so there’s going to be a very stark
choice in terms of how we deal with our debt
and our deficits, how we grow an economy,
how we invest in our people to make sure that
the next generations succeeds.

And the good news is, is that the American
people generally agree with our vision. I mean,
if you just put in front of them issue after issue
and you present the Democratic approach and
the Republican approach, we win. The chal-
lenge is, because folks are still hurting right
now, the other side feels that it’s enough for
them to just sit back and say things aren’t as
good as they should be, and it’s Obama’s fault.
I mean, you can pretty much put their cam-
paign on a tweet and have some characters to
spare. [Laughter]

And that’s why your involvement, your con-
tributions, your investment in this election,
your willingness to talk to your friends and
your neighbors and your coworkers and to help
mobilize the same kind of energy on the
ground that we had last time is going to be so
important. And it’s going to be important not
just for this Presidential election, but it’s going
to be important to make sure that we retain
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control of the Senate. It’s going to be impor-
tant for us to be able to take the House.

But the one last thought I want to leave you
with is a sense of optimism about how solvable
our problems are. It’s become fashionable to
talk about how America can’t recover from
these kinds of challenges. You know what,
that’s what they’ve said throughout our history.
They’ve always underestimated the resilience
and the strength of the American people. And
we’ve been through tougher times before.

And I, as you might imagine, spend a lot of
time traveling all around the world. There’s not
a country that wouldn’t trade places with us. If
you look at, as tough as things have been, the
pace at which we’ve grown, the accessibility of
solutions to our fiscal problems relative to
what’s happening in Europe, for example,
what’s required is not out of reach.

It will require some tough choices. Most of
all, it requires those on Capitol Hill to work
across party lines to achieve some basic solu-
tions. But we are poised to make sure that the
21st century is the American century, just like
the 20th century was. It’s going to require
some work though, and this election is going to
help determine it.

So I hope you guys are ready to go. I hope
you are still fired up. I am just as determined
as I’ve ever been, and I’m looking forward to
this campaign.

So thank you. Thank you. Thank you so
much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:23 p.m. at the
residence of Joshua E. and Genine M. Fidler.
In his remarks, he referred to former Sen. Paul
S. Sarbanes. Audio was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Baltimore, Maryland
June 12, 2012

The President. Hello, hello, hello! How’s it
going, Maryland? How’s it going, Baltimore?
Well, it is good to be in Baltimore, home of
what may end up being rivals with the White
Sox: the Orioles. [Laughter] I hear you guys
are—the Orioles are having a pretty good sea-
son, I got to admit. They’re doing all right.

It is wonderful to see all of you. A couple of
people I just want to acknowledge. First of all,
one of the finest Governors we have in this
country, Martin O’Malley is in the house. Your
Lieutenant Governor, Anthony Brown, is here.
Two of the outstanding leaders of the United
States Senate: the senior Senator, although
young at heart, Barbara Mikulski is here. And
the junior Senator, but wiser than his years—
[laughter]—Ben Cardin is here.

You’ve got an outstanding congressional del-
egation: Donna Edwards, John Sarbanes, Eli-
jah Cummings. You’ve got Mayor Stephanie
Rawlings-Blake in the house. And I want to
give a big round of applause—because it’s not
easy to do—I want to give Anna, who spoke
before the Governor, give her a big round of
applause, because she did an outstanding job.

Oh, it wasn’t on my card—Dutch is here.
Give it up. Sorry, brother, didn’t see you. He’s
doing a great job. This is an outstanding con-
gressional delegation.

Now, I am here today not just because I
need your help, although I do. But I’m here
because the country needs your help. A lot of
you got involved in our campaign in 2008, and
we came together not because of me; we came
together because all of us shared the feeling
that we needed to reclaim the basic bargain
that built this country, that created the biggest
middle class that the world had ever seen.

We came together because of a shared be-
lief that in America, your success should not be
determined by the circumstances of your birth.
If you’re willing to work hard, if you’re willing
to take responsibility, you should be able to
own a home. You should be able to send your
kids to college. You shouldn’t be bankrupt
when you get sick. You should be able to retire
with dignity and respect. No matter who you
are, no matter where you come from, no mat-
ter what you look like, no matter who you love,
no matter what your faith, here in America you
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