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Thank you. Everybody, please have a seat.
First of all, let me just thank David for all of his
extraordinary efforts. There are a lot of long-
time, hardcore supporters in this room, but
David has been tireless, and Ruth has put up
with him in support of my campaign back
when people couldn’t pronounce my name.
And so I just couldn’t be more grateful to
them, and I just want to acknowledge all your
leadership on this.

I also want to acknowledge a couple of other
extraordinary leaders—your outstanding may-
or, Michael Nutter, who is here. One of my
best friends in Washington or anywhere, Bob
Casey is in the house. He’s around here some-
where. And we have with us soon-to-be attor-
ney general of the great State of Pennsylvania,
Kathleen King [Kane],* who is here.

And all of you are here. And so because you
are here I don’t want to spend a lot of time giv-
ing a long speech—I just gave one—and many
of you have had the chance to hear me in larg-
er settings before. I want to take advantage of
this more intimate setting so that we can have
more of a conversation.

Those numbers David provided are a good
starting point for what this election is all about.
I am very proud of the record and what we’ve
done in this administration during as challeng-
ing a time as we’ve experienced in this coun-
try’s history. But this election ultimately is also
going to be about where we go from here, be-
cause as much progress as we’ve made, we’ve
still got a lot of work to do. There’s still too
many people who are out of work, too many
homes underwater, and middle class families
still don’t have confidence that the future for
their kids and their grandkids are going to be
brighter than their futures have been.

And so the question in this election is going
to be, whose vision is more likely to create that
basic bargain, to affirm that basic bargain that
made America the economic superpower and
the greatest country on Earth? And that bar-

gain says that if you work hard in this country,
regardless of what you look like, where you
come from, what faith you hold, who you love,
that you can make it if you try.

The question in this election is going to be,
whose vision is most likely to lead us back to a
point where economic growth is strong and is
steady and is broad based so that people who
are willing to take initiative and work hard can
succeed; that we’re not just a nation of con-
sumers, but we’re a nation of producers; that
we’re not just importing, but we’re exporting;
that we’re a magnet for good, well-paying, mid-
dle class jobs in this society?

And the choices in this election could not be
starker. I said before, back in 2008, I had some
strong disagreements with John McCain, but
there were certain baselines that we both
agreed on. We both agreed on things like im-
migration reform. We agreed on the existence
of climate change. We agreed on the need to
control campaign finance spending.

This time out, across the board, there is just
a fundamental disagreement, a difference of
vision in terms of where we want to go. And
Governor Romney’s vision is pretty much in
sync with the vision of the House Republican
Party right now, and it can be described basi-
cally with two ideas. One is that we need to
slash taxes even more, particularly for the
wealthiest, most successful among us. And two,
we need to eliminate any kind of regulations,
whether consumer or worker regulations or
environmental regulations, that in any way im-
pede the free market from operating however
it will.

And the vision that I’m presenting in this
campaign is consistent with what we talked
about in 2008, and what I’m going to continue
to talk about, and that we put into practice over
the last 3½ years, and that says: Government
can’t solve every one of our problems, and it
shouldn’t try; that there are some Government
programs that don’t work and should be end-
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ed; and there are some things that have to be
done at a local level, but there are also some
things that we have to do together.

We have to invest in an education system
that ensures we have the strongest, most
skilled workforce on Earth. We have to invest
together in things like basic research and sci-
ence to ensure that we continue to innovate.
Together, we’ve got to make sure that we con-
tinue to build the infrastructure for the 21st
century, whether it’s basics like roads and
bridges, or it’s things like broadband lines and
improved Internet access and the kinds of
things that will ensure that we’re a platform for
success for businesses coming from all around
the world.

Together, we’ve got to make sure that we re-
duce our debt and our deficit in a balanced
way, where everybody is doing their fair share,
so that we’re not just relying on cuts to pro-
grams for the vulnerable or for our kids, but
we’re also asking those of us who have been in-
credibly blessed to be born in this country, for
us to give a little back and to think about the
future.

And that’s really what this election is going to
come down to: Whose vision is more consistent
with our history and those moments when
we’ve been most successful as a country? And I
think history is on our side and the facts are on
our side. When you think of recent history,
when did we grow fastest? It was when Bill
Clinton decided we’re going to raise taxes a lit-
tle bit, close our deficit in a responsible way,
make investments in the future. Prior to that,
when did we grow fastest? In the postwar con-
sensus, when the middle class was getting a de-
cent wage and we began to invest in our infra-
structure and our schools and our public colleg-
es and universities and basic research and basic

science and things like environmental protec-
tion and worker safety laws. Those didn’t im-
pede our growth, they accelerated our growth.

And so I am looking forward to having this
debate, and it’s a debate that this country
needs to have. Because I know a lot of folks are
frustrated by gridlock. Well, the reason we’ve
got gridlock is there is just an honest disagree-
ment about how we need to move this country
forward. And I’m looking forward to taking
that debate to the American people. And the
good news is, I think the American people
agree with us. They’re not following, as David
said, the ups and downs, the ins and outs of
this campaign. But they do have a sense of
what’s true, and they have pretty good instincts
about what works. And they’re not persuaded
that an economy built on the notion that every-
body here is on their own is somehow going to
result in a stronger, more prosperous America.

So our job is just to make sure that we get
that message out, that the facts are presented
fairly, that we push back against misinforma-
tion. But if we can just have a straight, honest,
clear debate about the choices presented, then
not only are we going to win this election, but
more importantly, we’re going to keep this
country moving forward.

So thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:34 p.m. at
Fels Planetarium. In his remarks, he referred
to David L. Cohen, executive vice president,
Comcast Corp., and his wife Rhonda; Sen.
Robert P. Casey, Jr.; Sen. John S. McCain III,
in his capacity as the 2008 Republican Presi-
dential nominee; and Republican Presidential
candidate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of
Massachusetts. Audio was not available for ver-
ification of the content of these remarks.
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[The President’s remarks were joined in prog-
ress.]

——these guys are also young fathers, and
they’re doing a great job. He’s got four kids.

He’s got two. And Michelle and I have been
working a lot with military families, trying to
support them. When these guys are deployed,
sometimes they’re leaving the family behind,
and we want to make sure they get support.
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