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shared sacrifice. But it can be done. And we’ll
be stronger for it.

And what’s lacking is not the capacity to
meet our challenges. What is lacking is our pol-
itics. And that’s something entirely within your
power to solve. So this November, you can re-
mind the world how a strong economy is built,
not from the top down, but from a growing,
thriving middle class.

This November, you can remind the world
how it is that we’ve traveled this far as a coun-
try, not by telling everybody to fend for them-
selves, but by coming together as one Ameri-
can family, all of us pitching in, all of us pulling
our own weight.

This November, you can provide a mandate
for the change we need right now. You can
move this Nation forward. And you can remind
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the world once again why the United States of
America is still the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:02 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to North Olmsted, OH,
resident Angela Schafer and her daughter Me-
gan; Republican Presidential candidate former
Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts; Mark
M. Zandi, chief economist, Moody’s Analytics;
Erskine B. Bowles and Alan K. Simpson, Co-
chairs, National Commission on Fiscal Re-
sponsibility and Reform; and Sens. Saxby C.
Chambliss, Thomas A. Coburn, G. Kent Con-
rad, Michael D. Crapo, Richard J. Durbin, and
Mark R. Warner.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Maria del Carmen Aponte as the Unit-

ed States Ambassador to El Salvador
June 14, 2012

Ambassador Mari Carmen Aponte has been
a highly effective advocate for the United
States in El Salvador, earning respect from
across the political spectrum, from civilians
and military leaders, and from public and pri-
vate officials. As an honest broker, she has
helped advance programs and policies to en-
hance citizen security in El Salvador, while
weakening transnational crime links that affect
our own national security. Ambassador Aponte
has also been a strong voice for democratic
governance throughout the region. She should
have never been forced to leave her post. I am

grateful to Ambassador Aponte for her service
and for the hard work that took place alongside
our partners in the U.S. Senate, in particular
Majority Leader Harry Reid and Senator Rob-
ert Menendez, to achieve her confirmation.
Today’s vote is a testament to the value of per-
severance and a reminder that our national se-
curity must be bigger than politics and that
Congress can still do the right thing. I look for-
ward to continuing to work with Ambassador
Aponte to build on our partnership with the
people of El Salvador and advance our part-
nerships throughout the Americas.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Actions and Policies of Certain Members of the Govern-
ment of Belarus and Other Persons To Undermine Belarus Democratic Pro-

cesses or Institutions
June 14, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-

matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
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