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State. [Laughter] But out in those battleground
States, they will be seeing not just millions of dol-
lars of ads, but potentially over a billion dollars of
negative ads. And the message will be very sim-
ple: The economy is not where it needs to be, and
it’s Obama’s fault. That’s their message. There
are no new ideas; there’s no new proposals. What
they’re promising is what Bill Clinton called the
same policies as the last time except on steroids.
[Laughter] But you know people are anxious, and
they’ve gone through a really tough time, and
sometimes, just making an argument that feeds
into that dissatisfaction can be enough.

So this will be a close election. The good
news is, I believe we are right. I believe the
American people understand that what made
this country great was not a fend-for-yourself
economy, but one in which all of us feel a sense
of buy-in and all of us feel a sense of obligation
and commitment, a sense of citizenship. And
what we also learned in 2008 is that when the
American people decide something is right and
something is true, regardless of all the money
and all the cynicism and all the nonsense that

passes for political campaigns these days—and
that we always have to guard against getting
sucked into because we’re just in this muddy
field—despite all that, the American people
decide what’s right and what’s true, they can
change the country.

That’s the bet we made in 2008; that’s the
bet I’m making now. And I hope you are ready
to work just as hard as you did 4 years ago, be-
cause in many ways this election is even more
important. And if you do, then I think I’ll have
4 more years to finish the job.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 p.m. at the
Plaza Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Re-
publican Presidential candidate former Gov.
W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts; and former
President William J. Clinton. The transcript
was released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary on June 15 and also included the remarks
of the First Lady. Audio was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks on Immigration Reform and an Exchange With Reporters
June 15, 2012

The President. Good afternoon, everybody.
This morning Secretary Napolitano announced
new actions my administration will take to
mend our Nation’s immigration policy to make
it more fair, more efficient, and more just, spe-
cifically for certain young people sometimes
called “DREAMers.”

Now, these are young people who study in
our schools, they play in our neighborhoods,
they’re friends with our kids, they pledge alle-
giance to our flag. They are Americans in their
heart, in their minds, in every single way but
one: on paper. They were brought to this coun-
try by their parents—sometimes even as in-
fants—and often have no idea that they’re un-
documented until they apply for a job or a driv-
er’s license or a college scholarship.

Put yourself in their shoes. Imagine you’ve
done everything right your entire life—studied
hard, worked hard, maybe even graduated at
the top of your class—only to suddenly face the

threat of deportation to a country that you
know nothing about, with a language that you
may not even speak.

That’s what gave rise to the “DREAM Act.”
It says that if your parents brought you here as
a child, you’ve been here for 5 years, and
you’re willing to go to college or serve in our
military, you can one day earn your citizenship.
And I have said time and time and time again
to Congress that—send me the “DREAM
Act,” put it on my desk, and I will sign it right
away.

Now, both parties wrote this legislation. And
a year and a half ago, Democrats passed the
“DREAM Act” in the House, but Republicans
walked away from it. It got 55 votes in the Sen-
ate, but Republicans blocked it. The bill hasn’t
really changed. The need hasn’t changed. It’s
still the right thing to do. The only thing that
has changed, apparently, was the politics.
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Now, as I said in my speech on the economy
yesterday, it makes no sense to expel talented
young people, who, for all intents and purpos-
es, are Americans—they’ve been raised as
Americans, understand themselves to be part
of this country—to expel these young people
who want to staff our labs or start new busi-
nesses or defend our country simply because of
the actions of their parents or because of the
inaction of politicians.

In the absence of any immigration action
from Congress to fix our broken immigration
system, what we’ve tried to do is focus our im-
migration enforcement resources in the right
places. So we prioritized border security, put-
ting more boots on the southern border than at
any time in our history. Today, there are fewer
illegal crossings than at any time in the past 40
years. We focused and used discretion about
whom to prosecute, focusing on criminals who
endanger our communities rather than stu-
dents who are earning their education. And to-
day, deportation of criminals is up 80 percent.
We’ve improved on that discretion carefully
and thoughtfully. Well, today we’re improving
it again.

Effective immediately, the Department of
Homeland Security is taking steps to lift the
shadow of deportation from these young peo-
ple. Over the next few months, eligible individ-
uals who do not present a risk to national secu-
rity or public safety will be able to request tem-
porary relief from deportation proceedings and
apply for work authorization.

Now, let’s be clear: This is not amnesty; this
is not immunity. This is not a path to citizen-
ship. It’s not a permanent fix. This is a tempo-
rary stopgap measure that lets us focus our re-
sources wisely while giving a degree of relief
and hope to talented, driven, patriotic young
people. It is——

Daily Caller reporter Neil Munro. [Inaudi-
ble]

The President. ——the right thing to do.
Mr. Munro. ——foreigners over American

workers.
The President. Excuse me, sir. It’s not time

for questions, sir.
Mr. Munro. No, you have to take questions.

The President. Not while I’m speaking.
Precisely because this is temporary, Con-

gress needs to act. There is still time for Con-
gress to pass the “DREAM Act” this year, be-
cause these kids deserve to plan their lives in
more than 2-year increments. And we still
need to pass comprehensive immigration re-
form that addresses our 21st-century economic
and security needs, reform that gives our farm-
ers and ranchers certainty about the workers
that they’ll have; reform that gives our science
and technology sectors certainty that the young
people who come here to earn their Ph.D.’s
won’t be forced to leave and start new busi-
nesses in other countries; reform that contin-
ues to improve our border security and lives up
to our heritage as a nation of laws and a nation
of immigrants.

Just 6 years ago, the unlikely trio of John
McCain, Ted Kennedy, and President Bush
came together to champion this kind of re-
form. And I was proud to join 23 Republicans
in voting for it. So there’s no reason that we
can’t come together and get this done.

And as long as I’m President, I will not give
up on this issue, not only because it’s the right
thing to do for our economy—and CEOs agree
with me—not just because it’s the right thing
to do for our security, but because it’s the right
thing to do, period. And I believe that eventu-
ally enough Republicans in Congress will come
around to that view as well.

I believe that it’s the right thing to do be-
cause I’ve been with groups of young people
who work so hard and speak with so much
heart about what’s best in America, even
though I knew some of them must have lived
under the fear of deportation. I know some
have come forward, at great risks to themselves
and their futures, in hopes it would spur the
rest of us to live up to our own most cherished
values. And I’ve seen the stories of Americans
in schools and churches and communities
across the country who stood up for them and
rallied behind them, and pushed us to give
them a better path and freedom from fear, be-
cause we are a better nation than one that ex-
pels innocent young kids.
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And the answer to your question, sir—and
the next time I’d prefer you let me finish my
statements before you ask that question—is
this is the right thing to do for the American
people——

Mr. Munro. [Inaudible]
The President. I didn’t ask for an argument.

I’m answering your question.
Mr. Munro. I’d like to——
The President. It is the right thing to do——
Mr. Munro. [Inaudible]
The President. ——for the American peo-

ple. And here’s why——
Mr. Munro. ——high unemployment——
The President. Here’s the reason: because

these young people are going to make extraor-
dinary contributions and are already making
contributions to our society.

I’ve got a young person who is serving in our
military, protecting us and our freedom. The
notion that in some ways we would treat them
as expendable makes no sense. If there’s a

young person here who has grown up here and
wants to contribute to this society, wants to
maybe start a business that will create jobs for
other folks who are looking for work, that’s the
right thing to do. Giving certainty to our farm-
ers and our ranchers, making sure that in addi-
tion to border security, we’re creating a com-
prehensive framework for legal immigration,
these are all the right things to do.

We have always drawn strength from being
a nation of immigrants, as well as a nation of
laws, and that’s going to continue. And my
hope is that Congress recognizes that and gets
behind this effort.

All right. Thank you very much.
Mr. Munro. What about American workers who

are unemployed while you import foreigners?

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:09 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former President George
W. Bush.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
Pride Month
June 15, 2012

Well, welcome to the White House, every-
body. We are glad all of you could join us to-
day. I want to thank the Members of Congress
and the members of my administration who
are here, including our friends who are doing
outstanding work every day: John Berry, Nancy
Sutley, Fred Hochberg.

Now, each June since I took office, we’ve
gathered to pay tribute to the generations of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender Ameri-
cans who devoted their lives to our most basic
ideals: equality not just for some, but for all.
Together, we’ve marked major milestones like
the 40th anniversary of the Stonewall riots,
when a group of brave citizens held their
ground against brutal discrimination. Togeth-
er, we’ve honored courageous pioneers who,
decades ago, came out and spoke out, who
challenged unjust laws and destructive preju-
dices. Together, we’ve stood resolute, unwav-

ering in our commitment to advance this
movement and to build a more perfect Union.

Now, I’ve said before that I would never
counsel patience, that it wasn’t right to tell you
to be patient any more than it was right for oth-
ers to tell women to be patient a century ago or
African Americans to be patient a half century
ago. After decades of inaction and indiffer-
ence, you have every reason and right to push,
loudly and forcefully, for equality. But 3 years
ago, I also promised you this: I said that even if
it took more time than we would like, we
would see progress, we would see success, we
would see real and lasting change. And togeth-
er, that’s what we’re witnessing.

For every person who lost a loved one at the
hand of hate, we ended a decade of delay and
finally made the Matthew Shepard Act the
land of the law. For every person with HIV
who was treated like an outcast, we lifted the
HIV entry ban. And because of that important
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