
June 15 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2012

806

aimed at stopping proliferation by sea of weap-
ons of mass destruction and related materials.
Additional information is provided in the clas-
sified annex.

HOSTAGE RESCUE OPERATIONS

As noted to you in my report of January 26,
2012, at my direction, on January 24, 2012,
U.S. Special Operations Forces conducted a
successful operation in Somalia to rescue Ms.
Jessica Buchanan, a U.S. citizen who had been
kidnapped by individuals linked to Somali pi-
rate groups and financiers.

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN EGYPT

Approximately 693 military personnel are
assigned to the U.S. contingent of the Multina-
tional Force and Observers, which have been
present in Egypt since 1981.

U.S.-NATO OPERATIONS IN KOSOVO

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to establish a NATO-led Koso-
vo Force (KFOR) in Resolution 1244 on June
10, 1999. The original mission of KFOR was to
monitor, verify, and, when necessary, enforce
compliance with the Military Technical Agree-
ment between NATO and the then-Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (now Serbia), while
maintaining a safe and secure environment.
Today, KFOR deters renewed hostilities in co-

operation with local authorities, bilateral part-
ners, and international institutions. The princi-
pal military tasks of KFOR forces are to help
maintain a safe and secure environment and to
ensure freedom of movement throughout
Kosovo.

Currently, 23 NATO Allies contribute to
KFOR. Seven non-NATO countries also par-
ticipate. The United States contribution to
KFOR is approximately 817 U.S. military per-
sonnel out of the total strength of approximate-
ly 6,401 personnel, which includes a temporar-
ily deployed Operational Reserve Force.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pursu-
ant to my constitutional and statutory authority
as Commander in Chief (including the authori-
ty to carry out Public Law 107–40 and other
statutes) and as Chief Executive, as well as my
constitutional and statutory authority to con-
duct the foreign relations of the United States.
Officials of my Administration and I communi-
cate regularly with the leadership and other
Members of Congress with regard to these de-
ployments, and we will continue to do so.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Daniel K. Inouye, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 16, 2012

Over the last few weeks, I’ve been talking a
lot about America’s economic future. I’ve told
you how I believe we should go about creating
strong, sustained growth; how we should pay
down our long-term debt in a balanced way;
and most of all, what we should do right now to
create good, middle class jobs so people who
work hard can get ahead.

This isn’t some abstract debate or trivial
Washington argument. I’ve said that this is the
defining issue of our time, and I mean it. I’ve

said that this is a make-or-break moment for
the middle class, and I believe it. The decisions
we make over the next few years will have an
enormous impact on the country we live in,
and the one we pass on to our children.

Right now we’re still fighting our way back
from the worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression. The economy is growing again,
but it’s not growing fast enough. Our business-
es have created 4.3 million new jobs over the
last 27 months, but we’re not creating them
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fast enough. And we’re facing some pretty seri-
ous headwinds, the effects of the recent spike
in gas prices to the financial crisis in Europe.

But here’s the thing: We have the answers to
these problems. We have plenty of big ideas
and technical solutions from both sides of the
aisle. That’s not what’s holding us back. What’s
holding us back is a stalemate in Washington.

Last September, I sent Congress a jobs bill
full of the kinds of bipartisan ideas that could
have put over a million Americans back to
work and helped bolster our economy against
outside shocks. I sent them a plan that would
have reduced our deficit by $4 trillion in a bal-
anced way that pays for the investments we
need by cutting unnecessary spending and by
asking the wealthiest Americans to pay a little
bit more in taxes.

Since then, Congress has passed a few parts
of that jobs bill, like a tax cut that’s allowing
working Americans to keep more of your pay-
check every week. But on most of the ideas
that would create jobs and grow our economy,
Republicans in Congress have not lifted a fin-
ger. They’d rather wait until after the election
in November. Just this past week, one of them
said, “Why not wait for the reinforcements?”
That’s a quote, and you can bet plenty of his
colleagues are thinking the same thing.

I think that’s wrong. This isn’t about who
wins or loses in Washington. This is about your
jobs and your paychecks and your children’s
future. There is no excuse for Congress to
stand by and do nothing while so many families
are struggling, no reason whatsoever.

And right now Congress should pass a bill to
help States put thousands of teachers and fire-
fighters and police officers back on the job.
They should have passed a bill a long time ago

to put thousands of construction workers back
to work rebuilding our roads and bridges and
runways. And instead of just talking about job
creators, they should give small-business own-
ers a tax break for hiring more workers and
paying them higher wages.

Right now Congress should give every re-
sponsible homeowner the opportunity to save
an average of $3,000 a year by refinancing their
mortgage. They should extend tax credits for
clean energy manufacturers so we don’t walk
away from 40,000 good jobs. And instead of
giving tax breaks to companies who ship jobs
overseas, Congress should take that money and
use it to cover moving expenses for companies
that are bringing jobs back to America. There
is no reason to wait.

So you see, every problem we face is within
our power to solve. What’s lacking is our poli-
tics. I need you to remind your Members of
Congress why you sent them to Washington in
the first place. Tell them to stop worrying
about the next election and start worrying
about the next generation. I’m ready to work
with anyone—Republican, Democrat, or Inde-
pendent—who is serious about moving this
country forward. And I hope Members of Con-
gress will join me.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:25 p.m. on June 15 in the Map Room
at the White House for broadcast on June 16.
In the address, the President referred to Rep.
James D. Jordan. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on June 15, but was embargoed for release un-
til 6 a.m. on June 16.

Statement on the Death of Crown Prince Nayif bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of
Saudi Arabia
June 16, 2012

It was with great regret that I learned of the
passing of Crown Prince Nayif bin Abd al-Aziz
Al Saud of Saudi Arabia. For decades, Crown
Prince Nayif served as Minister of the Interior

and dedicated himself to the security of Saudi
Arabia, as well as security throughout the re-
gion. Under his leadership, the United States
and Saudi Arabia developed a strong and
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