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effective partnership in the fight against terror-
ism, one that has saved countless American and
Saudi lives. Crown Prince Nayif also strongly
supported the broader partnership between
our two countries begun by his late father, King

Abd al-Aziz Al Saud, and President Roosevelt
in their historic meeting in 1945. On behalf of
the American people, I would like to offer my
deepest condolences to King Abdallah, the roy-
al family, and the people of Saudi Arabia.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hi-
nojosa of Mexico in Los Cabos, Mexico
June 18, 2012

President Calderon. Good morning, Mr.
President, President Barack Obama, President
of the United States; distinguished members of
the delegations, and distinguished members of
media. Thank you for being with us today.

First, I would like to say that it is very im-
portant for me to be able to share great news
with you. But before doing that, I would like to
thank personally, and on behalf of the Mexican
nation, President Barack Obama for his valu-
able decision by executive order to give an op-
portunity for young people who were not born
in the United States but who arrived in that
great Nation before they were 16 years of age,
or who are studying in university, or who have
served in the United States Armed Forces, for
them not to be deported for at least a period of
2 years, so this is a clear and certain situation
for them.

We believe that this is very just. It’s a hu-
manitarian action. And it’s an unprecedented
action in our opinion. And in this sense, Mr.
President, we would like to thank you for the
valor and courage that you had in implement-
ing this action. I am sure that many, many fam-
ilies in the United States of America are thank-
ful to you as well.

I’d also like to inform you that President
Barack Obama and I have had a very fruitful
meeting. We have touched upon issues of great
relevance for the success of the G–20 summit.
But there’s one topic of the greatest impor-
tance that we’d like to share with you, and that
is that the United States, together with the oth-
er eight countries that make up the TPP—the
Trans-Pacific Partnership—have welcomed
Mexico for it to join the negotiations of this ini-
tiative.

The Trans-Pacific Partnership is an expan-
sion of the trade agreement that was known
initially as P–4, and that began in 2006 by Bru-
nei, Chile, New Zealand and Singapore. And
this commercial trade initiative was added into
by Australia, the United States, Malaysia, Peru,
and Vietnam afterwards. So this is one of the
free trade initiatives that’s most ambitious in
the world and would foster integration of the
Asia-Pacific region, one of the regions with the
greatest dynamism in the world. And this re-
gion negotiating the TPP represents 26—of
the world’s GDP, 15 percent of exports and 12
of imports.

But most importantly, at this time of reces-
sion in some areas of the world, of a slowdown
in others, the TPP, or Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship, perhaps represents the greatest potential
area of growth in an entire decade. So this is a
great piece of news for Mexicans because it im-
plies jobs and economic growth for at least the
next two decades.

So the invitation that is made to Mexico by
these nine nations to join the negotiations of
the TPP also recognizes Mexico’s efforts in
trade and reaffirms Mexico’s weight within the
new economic and international financial con-
text.

The fact that President Barack Obama has
communicated to me that Mexico is being in-
vited to join this negotiation is a sample of the
solidarity of our relationships and the joint, or
shared, responsibility that President Obama
has taken on in our bilateral agenda, as well as
issues of competitiveness and greater trade.
Better and more trade is more jobs and growth
for Mexicans, more growth and jobs for the
United States as well.
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So it’s very important for Mexico to join this
process. I know that other nations want to join
the TPP, and I hope that they’ll be able to do
that soon. Clearly, current members of the
TPP have recognized the possibilities of what
this means and the contribution to the Mexican
economy being part of this process.

Our business sector has welcomed this ini-
tiative, and I’d like to thank that sector for sup-
porting the Mexican Government in entering
into this. And I’m sure that this will imply a
great deal of jobs for us. In short, I believe that
the TPP and the United States’ support for
Mexico’s joining the initiative opens a door to
Mexico in the 21st century in terms of trade in-
tegration. And I’m sure that the negotiations
that we will be undertaking in the next months
will be beneficial for Mexico, beneficial for the
United States, and beneficial in general for all
of the countries who have a coast on the Pacif-
ic. And this will be enable us to have further
economic growth and prosperity as a result.

Thank you very much, Mr. President, for
both things: for the humanitarian action that
you undertook this week, as well as for the sup-
port to Mexico in this matter.

President Obama. Well, thank you very
much. Let me begin by thanking President
Calderon and the Mexican people for their ex-
traordinarily gracious hospitality in this beauti-
ful setting. We are confident that this will be a
very productive summit thanks to all the orga-
nization and efforts that have been made by
you.

On the bilateral relationship, I think that be-
cause of the work that we’ve done together,
Mr. President, the bonds that were already so
strong between our two countries have be-
come stronger. And the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship negotiations that you just referred to are a
good example.

We are obviously two of our most important
trading partners to each other, but we both
recognize that growth is going to take place in
the Asia-Pacific region. We are part of that net-
work of nations that are growing and dynamic.
And for us now to be able to create a high stan-
dards trade agreement that further increases
job opportunities, commercial opportunities,

investment opportunities, I think will benefit
citizens in both our countries that are eager to
compete and to be able to prosper in a global
market.

And you have personally shown significant
courage and hard work in being able to join
these negotiations. We appreciate your admin-
istration’s efforts. We think it will be good for
Mexico; we think it will be good for the United
States; and we think it will be good for the re-
gion as well.

With respect to the summit, obviously, we
are going to be very busy over the next day and
a half. The world is concerned about the slow-
ing of growth that has taken place. A lot of at-
tention has been centered on Europe. Now is
the time, as we’ve discussed, to make sure that
all of us join to do what’s necessary to stabilize
the world financial system, to avoid protection-
ism, to ensure that we are working hand in
hand to both grow the economy and create
jobs while taking a responsible approach long
term and medium term towards our fiscal
structures.

I think the election in Greece yesterday in-
dicates a positive prospect for not only them
forming a government, but also them working
constructively with their international partners
in order that they can continue on the path of
reform and do so in a way that also offers the
prospects for the Greek people to succeed and
prosper.

And we are going to be working under your
leadership with our European partners and
with all countries to make sure that we’re con-
tributing so that the economy grows, the situa-
tion stabilizes, confidence returns to the mar-
kets, and most importantly, we’re giving our
people the chance if they work hard to succeed
and do well.

And from everything that we’ve seen, your
leadership on this summit I think will help us
take one important step in a series of steps that
are going to be required to continue to im-
prove global economic prospects.

So I just want to thank you for all your lead-
ership and your friendship. I want to thank all
the members of your administration. I remem-
ber hosting one of these G–20s, and I know
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that as much work as it is for us, it’s even more
work for them. So we appreciate that very
much.

President Calderon. Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:39 a.m. at the
American Grand Los Cabos Resort. President
Calderon spoke in Spanish, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. President
Calderon’s opening remarks could not be veri-
fied because the audio was incomplete.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin
of Russia in Los Cabos
June 18, 2012

President Putin. Mr. President, this has
been our second meeting. I remember our
lengthy meeting we had in Moscow.

Today we had a very meaningful and sub-
ject-oriented discussion. We’ve been able to
discuss issues pertaining to security. We dis-
cussed bilateral economic relations. In this re-
gard, I’d like to thank you for the support ren-
dered to Russia with her accession to the
World Trade Organization. I am positive this
will help to further develop the economic rela-
tions between our two countries, to promote
creation of jobs in both countries.

We also discussed international affairs, in-
cluding the Syrian affair. From my perspective,
we’ve been able to find many commonalities
pertaining to all of those issues. And we’ll now
further develop our contacts both on a person-
al level and on the level of our experts in-
volved.

You visited the Russian Federation 3 years
ago. Now, welcome again. I invite you to visit
Moscow.

President Obama. Thank you very much,
Mr. President.

We, in fact, did have a candid, thoughtful,
and thorough conversation on a whole range of
bilateral and international issues. Over the last
3 years, the United States and Russia have
been able to make significant progress on a
wide range of issues, including the New
START Treaty, the 123 Agreement, the work
we’ve done on Russia’s accession to the WTO,
and setting up a Presidential process whereby
issues of trade and commerce, science, tech-
nology are all discussed at a much more inten-
sive level.

We agreed that we need to build on these
successes, even as we recognize that there are
going to be areas of disagreement, and that we
can find constructive ways to manage through
any bilateral tensions. In particular, we dis-
cussed the need to expand trade and commer-
cial ties between the United States and Russia,
which are still far below where they should be.
And I emphasized my priority of having Con-
gress repeal Jackson-Vanik, provide permanent
trade relations status to Russia, so that Ameri-
can businesses can take advantage of the ex-
traordinary opportunities now that Russia is a
member of the WTO.

We discussed a range of strategic issues, in-
cluding missile defense, and resolved to con-
tinue to work through some of the difficult
problems involved there.

I thanked the President and the Russian
people for the work they’ve done with us on
the Northern Distribution Network that is vital
to providing supplies and resources to our
brave troops who are still in Afghanistan.

We emphasized our shared approach when
it comes to the Iranian situation, as members
of the P–5-plus-1. We agreed that there’s still
time and space to resolve diplomatically the is-
sue of Iran’s potential development of nuclear
weapons, as well as its interest in developing
peaceful nuclear power.

And finally, as Mr. President mentioned, we
discussed Syria, where we agreed that we need
to see a cessation of the violence, that a politi-
cal process has to be created to prevent civil
war and the kind of horrific deaths that we’ve
seen over the last several weeks. And we
pledged to work with other international actors
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