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that as much work as it is for us, it’s even more
work for them. So we appreciate that very
much.

President Calderon. Thank you.

President Obama. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:39 a.m. at the
American Grand Los Cabos Resort. President
Calderon spoke in Spanish, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. President
Calderon’s opening remarks could not be veri-
fied because the audio was incomplete.
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President Putin. Mr. President, this has
been our second meeting. I remember our
lengthy meeting we had in Moscow.

Today we had a very meaningful and sub-
ject-oriented discussion. We've been able to
discuss issues pertaining to security. We dis-
cussed bilateral economic relations. In this re-
gard, I'd like to thank you for the support ren-
dered to Russia with her accession to the
World Trade Organization. I am positive this
will help to further develop the economic rela-
tions between our two countries, to promote
creation of jobs in both countries.

We also discussed international affairs, in-
cluding the Syrian affair. From my perspective,
we've been able to find many commonalities
pertaining to all of those issues. And we’ll now
further develop our contacts both on a person-
al level and on the level of our experts in-
volved.

You visited the Russian Federation 3 years
ago. Now, welcome again. I invite you to visit
Moscow.

President Obama. Thank you very much,
Mr. President.

We, in fact, did have a candid, thoughtful,
and thorough conversation on a whole range of
bilateral and international issues. Over the last
3 years, the United States and Russia have
been able to make significant progress on a
wide range of issues, including the New
START Treaty, the 123 Agreement, the work
we’ve done on Russia’s accession to the WTO,
and setting up a Presidential process whereby
issues of trade and commerce, science, tech-
nology are all discussed at a much more inten-
sive level.
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We agreed that we need to build on these
successes, even as we recognize that there are
going to be areas of disagreement, and that we
can find constructive ways to manage through
any bilateral tensions. In particular, we dis-
cussed the need to expand trade and commer-
cial ties between the United States and Russia,
which are still far below where they should be.
And I emphasized my priority of having Con-
gress repeal Jackson-Vanik, provide permanent
trade relations status to Russia, so that Ameri-
can businesses can take advantage of the ex-
traordinary opportunities now that Russia is a
member of the WTO.

We discussed a range of strategic issues, in-
cluding missile defense, and resolved to con-
tinue to work through some of the difficult
problems involved there.

I thanked the President and the Russian
people for the work they've done with us on
the Northern Distribution Network that is vital
to providing supplies and resources to our
brave troops who are still in Afghanistan.

We emphasized our shared approach when
it comes to the Iranian situation, as members
of the P-5-plus-1. We agreed that there’s still
time and space to resolve diplomatically the is-
sue of Iran’s potential development of nuclear
weapons, as well as its interest in developing
peaceful nuclear power.

And finally, as Mr. President mentioned, we
discussed Syria, where we agreed that we need
to see a cessation of the violence, that a politi-
cal process has to be created to prevent civil
war and the kind of horrific deaths that we've
seen over the last several weeks. And we
pledged to work with other international actors



including the United Nations, Kofi Annan, and
all interested parties in trying to find a resolu-
tion to this problem.

Mr. President, I look forward to visiting
Russia again, and I look forward to hosting you
in the United States.

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:42 p.m. at
the Esperanza Resort. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former Secretary-General Kofi A.
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The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation confirm our commitment to
strengthening close and cooperative relations
for the benefit of the peoples of our countries,
international peace, global prosperity, and se-
curity. In recent years, we have laid a solid
foundation for expanding our bilateral interac-
tion in a variety of areas. Today we agree to
continue this work guided by the principles of
the rule of law, respect for human rights,
equality, and mutual respect.

One of the key tasks on our shared agenda is
the expansion of trade and investment rela-
tions, which should foster mutual economic
growth and prosperity. To this end, we have
agreed to prioritize the expansion and diversifi-
cation of our bilateral trade and investment
through nondiscriminatory access to our mar-
kets based on international rules.

An important step in this direction is Rus-
sia’s accession to the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO), which has become possible thanks
to our joint efforts. In order for WTO rules and
mechanisms to apply to our bilateral trade, the
Obama Administration is working closely with
the U.S. Congress to terminate, as soon as pos-
sible, application of the Jackson-Vanik Amend-
ment with respect to Russia and extend Perma-
nent Normal Trade Relations to the Russian
Federation. The United States has also wel-
comed and offered its support to Russia’s pur-
suit of membership in the Organization for

Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 / June 18

Annan of the United Nations, in his capacity
as Joint U.N.-Arab League Special Envoy to
Syria. He also referred to the Jackson-Vanik
amendment to the Trade Act of 1974, which
places restrictions on normalized trade rela-
tions between the U.S. and Russia and other
countries of the former Soviet Union based
on their economic structure and emigration
policies. President Putin spoke in Russian,
and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Obama and President Vladimir Vladi-

Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD).

Nuclear arms control and non-proliferation
remain a special responsibility for the United
States and Russia as the two states with the
world’s largest nuclear weapons arsenals. We
reiterate our strong support for the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and
our shared goal of universal adherence to and
compliance with that Treaty and the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency’s comprehen-
sive safeguards, consistent with the Treaty’s
Article I, and with the Additional Protocol.
We recognize the achievements made through
the Nuclear Security Summits, including the
removal and elimination of nuclear materials,
minimization of the civilian use of highly en-
riched uranium, and worldwide improvements
in a nuclear security culture.

We are continuing research on the feasibili-
ty of converting research reactors in the Unit-
ed States and Russia to low-enriched uranium
fuel. We agree to redouble bilateral efforts to
improve nuclear security, counter nuclear
smuggling, and combat nuclear terrorism, as
well as to facilitate the beginning of negotia-
tions at the Conference on Disarmament on a
fissile material cutoff treaty that will halt pro-
duction of fissile materials for use in nuclear
weapons and other nuclear explosive devices,
within the framework of a balanced program of
work at the Conference. We will strive for the
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