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million quiet heroes who love their country
and believe they can change it.

We all have different backgrounds. We all
have different political beliefs. The Latino
community is not monolithic; the African
American community is not all of one mind.
This is a big country. And sometimes, in tough
times, in a country this big and busy, especially
during a political year, those differences are
cast in a bright spotlight.

But I ran for this office because I am abso-
lutely convinced that what binds us together
has always proven stronger than what drives us
apart. We are one people. We need one anoth-
er. Our patriotism is rooted not in race, not in
ethnicity, not in creed; it is based on a shared
belief in the enduring and permanent promise
of America.

That’s the promise that draws so many tal-
ented, driven people to these shores. That’s
the promise that drew my own father here.
That’s the promise that drew your parents or
grandparents or great-grandparents, genera-
tions of people who dreamed of a place where
knowledge and opportunity were available to
anybody who was willing to work for it, any-
body who was willing to seize it. A place where
there was no limit to how far you could go, how
high you could climb.

They took a chance. And America embraced
their drive and embraced their courage—said,
“Come, you're welcome.” This is who we are.

Every single day I walk into the Oval Office,
every day that I have this extraordinary privi-
lege of being your President, I will always re-
member that in no other nation on Earth could
my story even be possible. That’s something I
celebrate.
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That’s what drives me, in every decision I
make, to try and widen the circle of opportuni-
ty, to fight for that big and generous and opti-
mistic country we inherited, to carry that
dream forward for generations to come. Be-
cause when I meet these young people, all
throughout communities, I see myself. Who
knows what they might achieve? I see my
daughters and my nieces and my nephews.
Who knows what they might achieve if we just
give them a chance?

That’s what I'm fighting for. That's what I
stand for.

This fight will not always be easy. It hasn’t
always been easy. It will not happen overnight.
Our history has been one where that march to-
wards justice and freedom and equality has
taken time. There will always be plenty of stub-
born opposition in the way that says: “No, you
can’t. No, you shouldn’t. Don’t even try.”

But America was built by people who said
something different, who said, “Yes, we can,”
who said, “Si, se puede.” And as long as I have
the privilege of being your President, I will be
alongside you, fighting for the country that we
together dream of.

God bless you. Thank you, NALEO. God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:43 p.m. at the
Walt Disney World Resort. In his remarks, he
referred to Sylvia R. Garcia, president, and Ar-
turo Vargas, executive director, National Asso-
ciation of Latino Elected and Appointed Offi-
cials; Republican Presidential candidate for-
mer Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts;
and Tereza Lee, doctoral student, Manhattan
School of Music.

Remarks at an Obama Victory Fund 2012 Fundraiser in Tampa, Florida

June 22, 2012

The President. Hello, Tampa! Oh, it is good
to be back in Tampa, Florida! I was so fired up,
I missed a stair. [Laughter] I couldn’t wait to
get out here. Well, how’s everybody doing to-
day?

Couple of people I want to acknowledge.
First of all, the outstanding mayor of your fair

city, Bob Buckhorn’s in the house. Florida’s
own, the chairwoman of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee, Debbie Wasserman Shultz
is here. And the chair of the Florida Demo-
cratic Party, Rod Smith is in the house.

And all of you are here.

Audience members. Fired up! Ready to go!
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The President. Well

Audience members. Fired up! Ready to go!
Fired up! Ready to go! Fired up! Ready to go!

The President. Thank you.

Listen, Tampa, I'm here not only because I
need your help. But I'm also here because the
country needs your help. For the past 3 years,
we've been battling our way back from the
worst economic crisis since the Great Depres-
sion. Not only are we digging out of a hole
that’s 9 million jobs deep, we're digging out of
an entire decade where manufacturing left our
shores; where costs rose, but incomes weren’t
going up; where middle class families fell fur-
ther and further behind. It was a decade where
two wars and trillions of dollars in tax cuts were
put on our Nation’s credit card, turning a re-
cord surplus into record deficits.

Now, today, our economy is growing again,
but it needs to grow faster. Our businesses
have created over 4 million jobs in the last 27
months. But we need to create more, and they
need to pay better. I signed a law that will re-
duce our deficit by $2 trillion, but we’ve got to
do more work on our deficit. One of the most
urgent tasks is recovering from this immediate
crisis, but the economy won’t be truly healthy
until we reverse that much longer erosion of
the middle class, until we restore the basic
American bargain that says if you work hard in
this country, you can get ahead and own a
home and send your kids to college and retire
with dignity and respect.

Now, here’s the thing, Florida. What’s hold-
ing us back from meeting these challenges is
not the lack of good ideas, it’s not the lack of
technical solutions. By now, just about every
policy and proposal has been laid out there on
the table. What is holding us back is a stale-
mate between two fundamentally different
views in Washington about which direction we
should go in.

This isn’t just one of the run-of-the-mill po-
litical arguments you hear about in Washington
sometimes. This is the defining issue of our
time. We're in a make-or-break moment for
the middle class. And the next President and
the next Congress will face a set of decisions—
on the economy and on the deficit and on tax-
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es—that will have an enormous impact on this
country not just today, but the country that we
pass on to our children.

And you know what, the outcome of this de-
cision, this choice, is entirely up to you. It’s up
to you: the people of Tampa, the people of
Florida, the American people.

Now, Governor Romney and his allies

Audience members. Boo!

The President. They're patriotic Americans.
They've got wonderful families. But they be-
lieve that we should go back to the top-down
economics of the last decade.

Audience members. No!

The President. They figure that if we simply
eliminate regulations and cut taxes by trillions
of dollars, then the market will solve all of our
problems.

You see? You heard that? [Laughter] I'm
just saying.

No, wait, wait, that’s their argument. They
argue that if we help corporations and wealthy
investors maximize their profits by whatever
means necessary—whether through layoffs or
outsourcing or union-busting—that it will au-
tomatically translate into jobs and prosperity
that benefit all of us. That’s their theory. That’s
their theory.

But I believe they’re wrong. I think they're
wrong. I believe we should do everything we
can to help our entrepreneurs succeed. I want
our companies to be as profitable as they can
be. But that alone is not enough. Because the
central challenge we face right now, the chal-
lenge that we’ve faced for over a decade, is that
bigger profits haven’t led to better jobs. Bigger
profits haven’t led to higher incomes.

And the reason is, in this country, in Ameri-
ca, prosperity has never come from the top
down; it comes from a strong and growing mid-
dle class and all those people who are striving
and working to get into the middle class. It
comes from successful, thriving small business-
es that grow into medium-sized businesses and
then large businesses.

We don’t need more top-down economics.
What we need is some middle-class-out eco-
nomics, some bottom-up economics. We need
a plan for better education and for better train-




ing, for energy independence, for innovation,
for infrastructure that can rebuild America.
What we need is a Tax Code that encourages
companies to create jobs and manufacturing
here in the United States and that asks the
wealthiest Americans to help pay down our
deficit, to do their fair share.

Tampa, that’s the way forward. That’s where
I want to take this country over these next 4
years. And that’s why I'm running for a second
term as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Now, listen, there’s no mys-
tery about where the other side will take us if
they win the election. I mean, their economic
plan has been voted on in Congress. Governor
Romney has it right there on his website. So
look, first, they promise to roll back all kinds of
regulations on banks and polluters and insur-
ance companies and oil companies.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. That's part of—first part of
their plan. Second part of their plan: They
don’t just want to keep all the Bush tax cuts in
place, the ones for the wealthiest Americans,
they want to keep those in place; then, they
want to add another $5 trillion in tax cuts on
top of that

Audience members. Boo!

The President. including a 25-percent
tax cut for every millionaire in the country.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Now, I can tell this is a so-
phisticated  group, so—(laughter]—so you
might be wondering, how do they spend $5
trillion on new tax cuts and then, with a
straight face, say that their plan would reduce
the deficit? How do they do that? This is a
good question. Now—well, let me tell you.
They start by proposing a trillion dollars in cuts
to things like education and training and medi-
cal research and clean energy.

Audience members. No!

The President. But that’s not enough. That’s
only a trillion dollars; they've got all this—4
trillion to go. So then, they propose eliminating
health care for about 50 million Americans.

Audience members. No!
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The President. And then, they propose turn-
ing Medicare into a voucher program. But, you
know what, that’s still not enough. So, as it was
reported in the newspaper just this week,
they'll also have to raise taxes on the middle
class by taking away tax deductions for every-
thing from health care to college to retirement
to homeownership.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. And that could cost some
families thousands of dollars. So think about
that. To pay for another $250,000 tax cut for
the average millionaire, they want you to foot
the bill.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Let me see a show of hands:
Is there anybody here who can afford to pay
thousands of dollars to give people like me and
Mr. Romney another tax cut?

Audience members. No!

The President. Come on, go ahead and raise
your hand. Don’t be shy. [Laughter]

Now, look, that’s their entire economic plan.
That’s it. When Mr. Romney tells us he’s some
sort of financial wizard who can fix our econo-
my, that’s how he intends to do it.

And Bill Clinton has pointed out that this
Republican agenda, it’s nothing new. It’s noth-
ing more than the same thing we tried during
the last administration, except on steroids.
[Laughter]

Now, here’s the thing. I have not seen a sin-
gle nonpartisan expert say that the other side’s
economic plan would actually reduce the defi-
cit in the long term. I haven’t seen a single in-
dependent economist say it would create jobs
in the short term. In fact, one said it would
push us even deeper into recession.

But, you know what, if people still think
their plan sounds like a good idea

[At this point, a baby cried.]

The President. See? Somebody is depressed
about this plan. They're hearing about it—[laugh-
ter]—I know, it’s heartbreaking. [Laughter]

But if somebody out there thinks that’s a
good idea, if they want to give the policies of
the last decade another try, then they should
vote for Mr. Romney. That's how our
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democracy works. They should reelect the Re-
publicans who've been running for Congress.
That’s what our democracy is all about. And to-
gether, Mr. Romney and a Republican Con-
gress will take America back down this path
that we’ve tried and didn’t work the last time.

But if you believe we need a better plan, if
you believe we need a middle class plan that
grows our economy and shrinks our deficit,
then we need to win this election. We need to
move this country forward.

Despite what youll hear from the other
side, my plan isn’t based on some belief that
Government has the answer to all our prob-
lems. Over the last 3 years, I've cut taxes for
the typical working family by $3,600. I've cut
taxes for small businesses 18 times. I want a
Government that is leaner and smarter, one
that’s designed for the 21st century, more re-
sponsive to the American people.

So look, I don’t believe every regulation is
smart or that every tax dollar is spent wisely. I
don’t believe that we should be in the business
of helping people who refuse to help them-
selves. But I do share the belief of our first Re-
publican President, a guy from my home State
named Abraham Lincoln, who said that
through Government, we should do together
what we can’t do as well for ourselves.

That’s how we built this country, together.
Sure, Democrats and Republicans have always
disagreed on certain policies and programs.
But throughout our history, at least our mod-
ern history, there’s been a shared belief that,
yes, we're a great market economy, but the
market can’t solve all its problems on our own.

So that’s why FDR worked with Republi-
cans and Democrats to send a generation of re-
turning veterans to college on the GI bill, an
investment that led to the largest middle class,
the most prosperous economy in our history.
They understood that people succeed when
they have a chance to get a decent education
and learn new skills and the businesses that
hire those people benefit as well and the com-
panies they start benefit as well. That was not
just a Democratic belief, that was an American

belief.

832

President Eisenhower, a Republican, he
launched the Interstate Highway System and a
new generation of scientific research. He un-
derstood that for companies to grow and hire,
they need access to the best transportation and
the fastest communication, the most cutting-
edge innovation.

Ronald Reagan worked with Democrats to
save Social Security and pay down the deficit
by, yes, asking the wealthiest Americans to pay
a little bit more in taxes. They understood that
our economy is stronger when we don’t bal-
ance our budget on the backs of middle class
and poor Americans. We do it best when ev-
erybody does their fair share.

So Governor Romney and the Republican
leaders in Congress, theyve rejected what
used to be this bipartisan tradition. They've
opted for top-down, on-your-own economics
that has never succeeded in this country. And
I've got a different view. I have an economic
plan based on the shared vision that’s always
worked for America’s middle class and all
those striving to get there, a plan focused on
education and energy and innovation and in-
frastructure and a Tax Code that is fair and re-
sponsible. That’s how we’re going to build this
country. That’s why I'm running for President
of the United States.

So first, we're going to make sure that every
American has a chance to get the skills and
training that today’s jobs require. I—my plan
would recruit an army of new teachers, pay
them better, hire more teachers in areas like
math and science. I want to give 2 million
more Americans the chance to go to communi-
ty colleges like this one and learn skills that lo-
cal businesses are looking for right now. I want
to make higher education affordable for every
American who’s willing to work for it, not just
by offering more loans and financial aid, but al-
so by getting schools to hold down the cost of
college tuition.

Second, under my plan, we’re going to move
towards a future where we control our own en-
ergy. That's something that’s good for our
economy, good for our environment, good for
our national security. So we need to end Gov-
ernment subsidies to oil companies; they’re



making a lot of money on their own. Let’s dou-
ble down on clean energy that's never been
more promising, on wind power and solar pow-
er, biofuels and fuel-efficient cars. I want to
put in place a new standard that makes clean
energy the profitable kind of energy for every
business in America.

Number three, we’re going to make sure the
United States of America is the best place on
Earth for innovation and science and discov-
ery. So my plan would give companies a per-
manent tax credit for research and develop-
ment that they do here in America. We’ll dou-
ble down on public research that laid the foun-
dation for the Internet and GPS and Google
and all the companies and jobs that followed.
That’s who we are. We are innovators. We cre-
ate things. We don’t just buy things from other
countries. We create things here in America
and build them here in America.

And then, we're going to take half the mon-
ey we're no longer spending on war, and we’re
going to use it to do some nation-building here
at home. If we want businesses to thrive here,
we got to put people back to work rebuilding
our roads and our runways, our wireless net-
works, our ports. And what I'm pushing for is
an independent fund that will attract private
dollars and issue loans for new construction
projects just based on two criteria: how badly
are they needed and how much good will they
do for the economy. We don’t need bridges to
nowhere. We need bridges to help businesses
move goods and services and people all across
the country and all around the world.

And fifth, we're going to reduce our deficit
by $4 trillion. T have a detailed plan. We'll cut
spending we can’t afford. We’ll strengthen pro-
grams like Medicare for the long haul. We can
reform our Tax Code in a way that is fair and
responsible, which, by the way, means let’s
stop giving tax breaks to businesses that ship
jobs and factories overseas. Let’s reward com-
panies that create jobs in manufacturing right
here in the United States of America.

Now, Mr. Romney disagrees with this. To-
day it was reported in the Washington Post
that the companies his firm owned were “pio-
neers” in the outsourcing of American jobs to
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places like China and India. Pioneers. Let me
tell you, Tampa, we do not need an outsourc-
ing pioneer in the Oval Office. We need a
President who will fight for American jobs and
fight for American manufacturing. That’s what
my plan will do. That’s why I'm running for a
second term as President of the United States.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. And look, to get our deficit
under control without sacrificing all the invest-
ments I've talked about—everything that we
need to grow the economy—my plan, yes, will
ask the wealthiest Americans to pay a little bit
more, just like they did when Bill Clinton was
President, just like they did when our economy
created 23 million new jobs and the biggest
budget surplus in history and a whole lot of
millionaires to boot. And there are—look,
there are plenty of patriotic, very successful
Americans who’d be willing to make this con-
tribution again because they believe in this
country.

So this is about choices. I don’t believe that
giving millionaires and billionaires a $250,000
tax cut is more valuable to our future than hir-
ing transformative teachers or providing finan-
cial aid to kids who need it to go to college. I
don’t believe that kind of tax cut is more likely
to create jobs than providing loans to new en-
trepreneurs or tax credits to small businesses
who hire veterans. I don’t think it’s more likely
to spur economic growth than our investments
in clean energy and medical research, in build-
ing new roads and bridges and expanding our
ports and our runways.

So Governor Romney disagrees with my vi-
sion. And his allies in Congress disagree with
my vision. Neither of them will endorse any
policy that asks the wealthiest Americans to
pay even a nickel more in taxes. Not a penny
more. It’s the reason—that’s the reason we ha-
ven't reached an agreement on how to reduce
our deficit. That’s the reason my jobs bill that
would put a million more people back to work
has been voted down by Republicans in Con-
gress time and time again. It is the biggest
source of gridlock in Washington and has been
over the last 3 years.
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So, Tampa, here’s the thing. Only you can
break that stalemate. In this election, you have
the final say about where we go. After a decade
of war that’s cost us thousands of lives and over
a trillion dollars, you can decide whether we
keep our brave men and women in Afghanistan
indefinitely, like Mr. Romney wants to do, or
whether we stick to the timeline that will final-
ly bring our troops home.

You can decide—did something just fall
down there? [Laughter] That’s why we need
infrastructure, right there.

You can decide whether we’re going to have
another political fight about ending a woman’s
right to choose and getting rid of Planned Par-
enthood and taking away access to birth con-
trol. Or you can decide that women should
control their own health care choices.

You can decide: You choose whether to re-
fight the battles we just had over financial re-
form and health care reform. Or you can de-
cide that ending taxpayer bailouts of Wall
Street banks was the right thing to do and that
allowing 3 million young people to stay on their
parent’s health insurance plan is the right thing
to do and that preventing insurance companies
from discriminating against people with preex-
isting conditions is the right thing to do. You
can decide.

You can decide whether we're going back to
the days when you could be kicked out of the
United States military just because of who you
are and who you love.

You can decide whether it’s time to stop de-
nying citizenship to responsible young people
just because theyre the children of undocu-
mented immigrants.

You can decide that this is—becomes the
last election where multimillion-dollar dona-
tions that are undisclosed somehow speak
louder than the voices of ordinary citizens.

So you know what, Tampa, this is up to you.
This is up to you. From now until November,
the other side will spend more money than we
have ever seen in the history of the Republic.
And all that money is going to be spent on ads
telling you that the economy is bad, it’s all my
fault, and I can’t fix it because Government is
always the answer, according to me. [Laugh-
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ter] Or because I didn’t make a lot of money in
the private sector, or because I'm in over my
head, or because I think everybody’s doing just
fine. [Laughter] They will have ad after ad af-
ter ad, and all of them will have scary voices.
[Laughter] They’ll have pictures of me looking
all old and—{laughter]—broke down. You've
seen those ads. You've seen them. That’s what
Mr. Romney’s going to say. That’s what the Re-
publicans in Congress will say.

And that may be their plan to win an elec-
tion, but it’s sure not a plan to create jobs. It’s
not a plan to grow the economy. It’s not a plan
to pay down the debt. It’s not a plan to restore
the middle class and restore the American
Dream.

You deserve better than that. At such a big
moment in our history, at a time when so many
people are struggling, you deserve a real de-
bate about the economic plans we’re propos-
ing. And then, make a choice: If there’s any-
body who believes the best way to grow our
economy and create jobs is eliminating regula-
tions and cutting $5 trillion worth of taxes, they
should vote for Governor Romney and the Re-
publicans who run Congress. God bless them.

Audience members. No!

The President. Because those folks—be-
cause that’s what they’re proposing. They are
more than qualified to take us in that direction.

But if you believe we need a plan for educa-
tion and energy and innovation and infrastruc-
ture, if you believe this economy grows best
when everybody’s got a fair shot and everybody
does their fair share and everybody’s playing by
the same rules, if you believe that everybody
should be able to succeed if they're working
hard, no matter where they come from or what
they look like, what their last name is or who
they love, then I ask that you stand with me for
a second term as President of the United
States. ——

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. You know—in fact, I ask ev-
erybody—I want you guys—vote for anybody
else—Democrat, Independent, or Republi-
can—who shares this belief in how we grow an
economy that is good for everybody and not



just some. I will work with anybody of any par-
ty who believes that we’re in this together, who
believes that we rise or fall as one Nation and
one people.

Don’t let anybody tell you we lack the ca-
pacity to meet our challenges. We're Ameri-
cans. The only thing lacking right now is our
politics. And we can solve that. That's what
your vote is for.

So I need you to hit the doors. I need you to
make some phone calls. I need you to register
your friends, get your family members going.
Get on Facebook, get on Twitter.

I know since the last time I ran that my hair
is a little grayer—[laughter]—and I know that
we've been through some tough times togeth-
er. But I promised you back in 2008 that I
would always tell you what I thought and I'd al-
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ways tell you where I stood. And I promised
you that I would wake up every single day
thinking about you and fighting for you. And,
Tampa, I have kept that promise. I have kept
that promise. I still believe in you. I need you
to still believe in me.

And if we're out there working together, we
can finish what we started and remind the
world how a strong economy is built and why
the United States of America is the greatest na-
tion on Earth.

God bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:18 p.m. at
Hillsborough Community College. In his re-
marks, he referred to Republican Presidential
candidate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of
Massachusetts.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency

With Respect to the Western Balkans

June 22, 2012
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the Western Bal-
kans emergency is to continue in effect beyond
June 26, 2012.

The crisis constituted by the actions of per-
sons engaged in, or assisting, sponsoring, or
supporting (i) extremist violence in the Repub-
lic of Macedonia and elsewhere in the Western
Balkans region, or (ii) acts obstructing imple-
mentation of the Dayton Accords in Bosnia,
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1244 of June 10, 1999, in Kosovo, or the Ohrid
Framework Agreement of 2001 in Macedonia,

that led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on June 26, 2001, in Executive Order
13219, and to the amendment of that order in
Executive Order 13304 of May 28, 2003, has
not been resolved. The acts of extremist vio-
lence and obstructionist activity outlined in Ex-
ecutive Order 13219, as amended, are hostile
to U.S. interests and continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security and foreign policy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to the West-
ern Balkans and maintain in force the sanctions
to respond to this threat.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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