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The President. Hello, New Hampshire!
Hello, Durham! Thank you. Thank you so
much. Thank you, everybody. It is great to be
back in New Hampshire.

A couple of people I want to acknowledge.
First of all, wasn’t Scott outstanding? Give
Scott a big round of applause for his introduc-
tion. I want to thank Todd Allen, who is the
principal here at Oyster River High School,
and I want to thank our outstanding Senator
from New Hampshire, Jeanne Shaheen. And I
want to thank all of you.

I know it’s a little warm in here. [Laughter]
That’s okay. That’s okay. It is wonderful to be
back. And I just have so many good memories
here in New Hampshire, and I see some famil-
iar faces and folks who were with me when
people were still figuring out how to pro-
nounce my name. [Laughter]

Audience member. We love you!

The President. I love you guys back. I really
do.

Now, I am back here in New Hampshire not
just because I need your help—although I
do—but more importantly, I'm here because
your country needs your help.

In 2008, we came together to reclaim the
basic bargain that built this country, the basic
ideal of this country, the thing that created the
largest middle class, the most prosperous na-
tion in the history of the world. We came to-
gether because we believe that in America,
your success shouldn’t be determined by the
circumstances of your birth.

If you are willing to work—here in the Unit-
ed States of America, if you are willing to work
hard, you should be able to find a good job. If
you're willing to meet your responsibilities, you
should be able to take care of your family and
own a home, maybe start a business, give your
kids a better chance than you had, no matter
who you are, no matter where you come from,
no matter what you look like, no matter who
you love. That’s what we believe. That’s what
America is about.

That’s why we came together. That’s why so
many of you got involved in 2008. It wasn’t be-
cause you thought my election was a sure
thing. When you support a guy named Barack
Obama—I{laughter]—you know that’s not a
guarantee. But we shared that common sense
of what America has been, and is, and must be
for the future.

I ran for this office because for more than a
decade, that basic bargain, that profound
American Dream had been slipping away from
too many people. Before I took office, the
worst economic crisis of our lifetime made it
even worse.

So, Durham, the debate in this election is
not whether we need to do better. Everybody
understands that our economy isn’t where it
needs to be. There are too many people out
there who are struggling, too many folks out of
work, too many homes that are still underwa-
ter. Of course, we need to do better. The de-
bate is not whether; it is how. How do we grow
the economy faster? How do we create more
jobs? How do we pay down our debt? How do
we reclaim that central American promise that
no matter who you are, you can make it here if
you try?

And this is not just the usual run-of-the-mill
political argument. This is not the usual Wash-
ington chatter. There’s a lot of that. But this,
this is the defining issue of our time. This is a
make-or-break moment for our middle class
and folks who are aspiring to get into the mid-
dle class. The next President and the next Con-
gress will face a set of decisions—on the econ-
omy, on deficits, on taxes—that will have a pro-
found impact, not only on the country we live
in today, but the country that we pass on to our
kids.

And here’s why youre so important, be-
cause what’s holding us back from meeting the
challenges we face is not the lack of big ideas,
it’s not the lack of technical solutions. Just
about every policy and proposal, by now, has
been put on the table; everybody knows what
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the options are. What’s holding us back is a
stalemate in Washington between two funda-
mentally different visions of which direction
we should go.

And, New Hampshire, this election is your
chance to break the stalemate. This election is
your chance to move this country forward in-
stead of seeing it go backwards. That’s why I'm
here. That’s why I need your help.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Governor Romney and his al-
lies in Congress, they believe—they have a cer-
tain idea about how they would proceed if
they’re in power. They think that we should go
back to the top-down economic policies of the
last decade.

They believe that if we eliminate regulations
and we cut taxes by trillions of dollars, that the
market will solve all of our problems on its
own. They argue that if we help corporations
and wealthy investors maximize their profits by
whatever means necessary—whether it’s
through layoffs or outsourcing or whatever
steps it takes to maximize those profits—that
that automatically translates into jobs and pros-
perity for you.

Now, just last week, it was reported that
Governor Romney’s old firm owned compa-
nies that were pioneers in the business of out-
sourcing American jobs to places like China
and India. Now

Audience members. Boo!

The President. So yesterday his advisers
were asked about this and they tried to clear
this up by telling us there’s actually a differ-
ence between “outsourcing” and “offshoring.”
[Laughter] That’s what they said. You cannot
make this stuff up. [Laughter]

Now, what Governor Romney and his advi-
sors don’t seem to understand is this: If you're
a worker whose job went overseas, you don’t
need somebody trying to explain to you the dif-
ference between outsourcing and offshoring.
You need somebody who’s going to wake up
every single day and fight for American jobs
and investment here in the United States.
That’s what you need. That’s why I'm running.
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Unlike Governor Romney, I want to close the
outsourcing loophole in our Tax Code. I want to
give tax breaks to companies who create jobs
and manufacturing here in New Hampshire,
here in the United States of America.

But what’s important to understand is Gov-
ernor Romney’s commitment to outsourcing is
not just part of his record, it’s part of an overall
economic vision that he and Republicans in
Congress want to implement if they win this
election.

Audience member. Hell no! [Laughter]

The President. And look, their plan is pretty
simple. It's been voted on in Congress. It’s
right there on Governor Romney’s website.
First of all, they promise to roll back all kinds
of regulations on banks and polluters and in-
surance companies and oil companies.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. So that’s step number one.
And then, second, they promise not only to
keep all of the Bush tax cuts in place—not just
the ones for the middle class, but for every-
body, for the wealthiest Americans—but they
also then want to add another $5 trillion in tax
cuts on top of that, including a 25-percent tax
cut for every millionaire in the country.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. Now, you may be wonder-
ing—because I can tell—[laughter]—you’re
scratching your head here—you may be won-
dering how do they spend $5 trillion on new
tax cuts and still keep a straight face when they
say that their plan would reduce our deficit?
This is a good question. Well, they say that
they’ll start by proposing $1 trillion in cuts to
things like education and training——

Audience members. No!

The President. and medical research
and clean energy. But that’s only $1 trillion.
They've got $5 trillion that they want to pay
for, right? So that’s not enough. So they also
propose eliminating health care for about 50
million Americans and turning Medicare into a
voucher program.

Audience members. Boo!

The President. But that’s still not enough.
Still haven’t gotten to the $5 trillion yet. So
then, they’ll also have to raise taxes on the mid-




dle class by taking away tax benefits for every-
thing from health care to college to retirement
to homeownership, and this could cost some
families thousands of dollars.

So think about this. To pay for another
$250,000 tax cut for the average millionaire,
they’re going to ask you to foot the bill.

Audience member. We can’t afford it!

The President. 1 figure you can’t afford it.
[Laughter] Is there anybody here who can af-
ford to pay thousands of dollars to give folks
like Mr. Romney or me another tax cut?

Audience members. No!

The President. Unfortunately, that is their
entire economic plan. That's it. When Mr.
Romney tells us he’s some sort of financial wiz-
ard who can fix our economy, that’s exactly
how he intends to do it.

Now, there may be some people—in fact, I
know there are some people—who think this
kind of plan is a good idea. They want to give
the policies of the last decade another try. And
if they do, they should vote for Mr. Romney.
They should reelect the Republicans who've
been running Congress. Together, they will
take America back down this path that we
tried.

I believe they're wrong. I believe their poli-
cies were tested, and they failed. And that—
my belief is not just based on some knee-jerk
partisan reaction. It’s based on the fact that we
tried it. And you look at our economic history.
In this country, prosperity has never come
from the top down. It comes from a strong and
growing middle class. It comes from success-
ful, thriving small businesses.

We don’t need more top-down economics.
What we need is a better plan for education
and training and energy independence and in-
frastructure and innovation that rebuilds
America. What we need is a Tax Code that en-
courages companies to create jobs and manu-
facturing here in the United States and that
asks the wealthiest Americans to pay a little bit
more to help pay down our deficit.

Listen, we don’t expect Government to
solve all our problems, and it shouldn’t try to
solve all our problems. And I learned from my
mom, no education policy can take the place of
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a parent’s love and attention and sometimes
scolding. [Laughter] As a young man, I worked
with a group of Catholic churches who taught
me that no poverty program can make as much
of a difference as the kindness and commit-
ment and involvement of caring neighbors and
friends and fellow parishioners.

Over the last 3 years, I cut taxes for the typi-
cal working family by $3,600. I cut taxes for
small businesses 18 times. I don’t believe every
regulation is smart, or that every tax dollar is
spent wisely. I don’t believe we should be in
the business of helping people who refuse to
help themselves. But let me tell you what I do
believe.

I share the belief of our first Republican
President, Abraham Lincoln, that through gov-
ernment, we should do together what we can-
not do as well for ourselves.

And that’s how we built this country, togeth-
er. We built railroads and highways, and the
Hoover Dam and the Golden Gate Bridge. We
did that together. We did big things together.
We sent my grandfather’s generation to college
on the GI bill. We did that together.

We invented amazing scientific technologies
and medical breakthroughs because we invest-
ed in basic research and science. We did those
things together. We didn’t do those things for
any particular individual, any particular group,
but we understood that by making these com-
mon investments, everybody would have the
platform, everybody would have the capacity to
do better. It would make us all richer—togeth-
er. It gave all of us opportunity—together.

We moved forward together, as one Nation
and as one people. And that is the right lesson
for our future. That's why I'm running for a
second term as President of the United States,
because I want us all to move forward—to-
gether.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. T'm running to make sure
that every American has a chance to get the
skills and training that today’s jobs require. My
plan would recruit an army of new teachers,
pay those teachers better. T want to hire more
teachers in areas like math and science. I want
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to give 2 million more Americans the chance to
go to community colleges and learn the skills
that local businesses are looking for right now.
And I want to make higher education afford-
able for every American who’s willing to work
for it, not just by offering more loans and fi-
nancial aid, but by holding down the costs of a
college tuition.

A college education can’t be a luxury. It’s a
vital necessity for everybody. It may not be a 4-
year college; it may be a 2-year college, it may
be a technical school, but everybody is going to
need the skills they need to compete. And
that’s the choice in this election. That's why
I'm running for President.

Now, I'm running so that we have a future
where we control our own energy, and that’s
good for our economy, our security. It's good
for our environment. So my plan would end
Government subsidies to oil companies that
are making plenty of profits. Let’s double
down on clean energy: wind power and solar
power, next generation of biofuels, fuel-effi-
cient cars. That’s the choice in this election.

I'm running to make sure that the United
States of America is the best place on Earth for
innovation and discovery, which is why my plan
would give companies a permanent tax credit
for research and development that they do here
in America, and we double down on the public
research that’s helped lay the foundation for
the Internet and GPS and Google, and the
countless companies and jobs that follow.

I'm running so that after a decade of war, we
can start doing some nation-building here at
home. So we've ended the war in Iraq. We are
transitioning in Afghanistan. My plan would
take half the money we’re no longer spending
on war, use it to put people back to work re-
building our roads and our runways and our
ports and our wireless networks. That’s the
choice in this election.

I'm running so that we can reduce our defi-
cit in a responsible way, by $4 trillion, doing it
in a balanced, responsible way-

Audience member. The way it was done be-
fore.

The President. The way it was done before. I
put forward a detailed plan. It will cut spend-
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ing we can’t afford. And there’s some programs
that don’t work—we can eliminate that mon-
ey—strengthen programs like Medicare for the
long haul, reform our Tax Code so that the
wealthiest Americans pay a little bit more, just
like they did when Bill Clinton was President;
just like they did when our economy created 23
million new jobs.

I mean, think about it, we created 23 million
new jobs, the biggest budget surplus in histo-
ry—and by the way, we produced a lot of mil-
lionaires too. There’s no contradiction here.
And there are plenty of patriotic, successful
Americans, a lot of business leaders, a lot of
folks who’d be willing to make this contribu-
tion again if they were asked to help pay down
the deficit and they saw it as part of a responsi-
ble, balanced plan.

This is about choices. I don’t believe that
giving millionaires and billionaires a $250,000
tax cut is going to do more for our future than
hiring transformative teachers or providing fi-
nancial aid to the children of middle class fam-
ilies. I don’t believe a poorly designed tax cut
like that is more likely to create jobs than pro-
viding loans to new entrepreneurs or tax cred-
its to small businesses who hire veterans. 1
don’t think it’s more likely to spur economic
growth than investments in clean energy and
medical research, and new roads and bridges
and runways.

Audience member. Eldercare.

The President. Or eldercare.

So Governor Romney, he fundamentally
disagrees with my vision. That’s what elections
are about. His allies in Congress disagree with
my vision. Neither of them will endorse any
policy that asks the wealthiest Americans to
pay even a nickel more in taxes.

That’s the reason we haven’t reached an
agreement on our deficit. It's the reason my
jobs bill that would put more than 1 million
people back to work has been voted down by
Republicans in the Congress again and again
and again. It’s been the biggest source of grid-
lock in Washington for the last 3 years.

And, New Hampshire, the only thing that
can break this stalemate is you—in you. In this
election, on every single challenge that we



face, you've got the final say. That’s the amaz-
ing thing about our democracy.

You can decide whether we keep our brave
men and women in Afghanistan indefinitely,
like Mr. Romney wants to do, or whether we
stick to the timeline that I've set to finally bring
our troops home. That’s up to you.

You can decide that instead of restricting ac-
cess to birth control or defunding Planned Par-
enthood, we should make sure that in this
country, women control their own health care
choices. That’s up to you.

You can decide whether we keep Wall
Street reform; whether ending taxpayer bail-
outs for Wall Street banks was the right thing
to do; whether preventing insurance compa-
nies from discriminating against people who
are sick is the right thing to do; whether over 3
million young people being able to stay on
their parent’s health insurance plan is the right
thing to do.

You can decide whether or not we go back
to the days when you could be kicked out of
the United States military just because of who
you are and who you love. You can decide
whether or not it’s time to stop denying citi-
zenship to responsible young people just be-
cause they're the children of undocumented
workers—who have been growing up with our
kids and want to contribute to this country.

It’s going to be up to you whether we con-
tinue seeing these elections where multimil-
lion-dollar donations, one person writing a $10
million check—whether that speaks louder
than the voices of ordinary citizens. It’s all up
to you.

This is going to be a close election. And
from now until November, the other side will
spend more money than at any time in Ameri-
can history. And almost all of it will be on ads
that tell you the economy is bad—it’s all
Obama’s fault. He can’t fix it because he thinks
government is always the answer; because he
doesn’t have the experience of making a lot of
money in the private sector; or because he is in
over his head; or because he thinks everything
is just fine. That’s what the scary voices in the
ads will tell you over and over and over again.
That’s what Mitt Romney will say. That’s what
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the Republicans in Congress will say. And I
give them credit. They have a lot of message
discipline. They just repeat over and over and
over again the same thing. Doesn’t matter if it’s
true, they’ll just keep on repeating. That’s what
they do.

But, you know what, that may be a plan to
win the election; it’s sure not a plan to create
jobs. It’s not a plan to grow the economy. It’s
not a plan to pay down our debt. It’s not a plan
to revive the middle class and restore the
American Dream.

So, Durham, if you believe we need a plan
for education and energy, for infrastructure
and innovation; if you believe that our econo-
my grows best when everybody has a fair shot
and everybody is doing their fair share and ev-
erybody is playing by the same set of rules,
then I'm going to need you to stand with me as
I run for a second term as President. I'm going
to need you. The country is going to need you.

And here in New Hampshire, I know you
guys have a tradition—a lot of Independents
out here. Listen, I'm asking you, vote for any-
body else—Democrat, Independent, Republi-
can—anybody who shares your views about
how this country should move forward. I will
work with anyone of any party who believes
that we are in this together, that we rise or fall
as one Nation and as one people.

It’s fashionable right now for people to be
cynical. We go in cycles like this, and right now
a lot of people are saying, oh, America is doing
terribly and this and that, and what are we go-
ing to do. Let me tell you something. There’s
no problem out there, no challenge we face,
that we do not have the capacity to solve. We
are Americans, and we are tougher than what-
ever tough times may bring us. And what’s
lacking right now is our politics. What's lacking
right now is that some of the worst impulses in
our politics have been rewarded. And that’s
something entirely within your power to solve.

And in 2008, we made a commitment to
each other. We said, together, we can bring
about change, even against opposition, even
against all kinds of nonsense going on in the
campaigns. What we saw, what we witnessed,
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was that when Americans as citizens come to-
gether, nothing can stop them.

And T made a commitment to you. I said,
you know what, I'm not going to be a perfect
President. 'm not a perfect man—Michelle
can tell you that. [Laughter] But you know
what T did say? I said—some of you may re-
member this—I said I will always tell you
where I stand, I will always tell you what I
think, what I believe. And I will wake up every
single day, fighting as hard as I can for you,
fighting as hard as I know how for American
families who are out there working hard, who
are out there striving, who are doing what
they’re supposed to be doing.

And, you know what, New Hampshire, I've
kept that promise, because I still believe in
you. I believe in the American people. And I

need you to keep believing in me. I need you
to hit some doors and make some phone calls
and register your friends. Talk to your neigh-
bors. Get on Facebook. Get on Twitter. Let’s
get to work. Let’s finish what we started. Let’s
remind the world how a strong economy is
built, and remind them why America is the
greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. at
Oyster River High School. In his remarks, he
referred to Windham, NH, software developer
Scott Baetz; and Republican Presidential can-
didate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massa-
chusetts.

Statement on the United States Supreme Court Ruling on Arizona’s Illegal

Immigration Enforcement Legislation
June 25, 2012

I am pleased that the Supreme Court has
struck down key provisions of Arizona’s immi-
gration law. What this decision makes unmis-
takably clear is that Congress must act on com-
prehensive immigration reform. A patchwork
of State laws is not a solution to our broken im-
migration system, it’s part of the problem.

At the same time, I remain concerned about
the practical impact of the remaining provision
of the Arizona law that requires local law en-
forcement officials to check the immigration
status of anyone they even suspect to be here
illegally. I agree with the Court that individuals
cannot be detained solely to verify their immi-
gration status. No American should ever live
under a cloud of suspicion just because of what
they look like. Going forward, we must ensure
that Arizona law enforcement officials do not
enforce this law in a manner that undermines
the civil rights of Americans, as the Court’s de-
cision recognizes. Furthermore, we will con-
tinue to enforce our immigration laws by fo-
cusing on our most important priorities like
border security and criminals who endanger
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our communities and not, for example, stu-
dents who earn their education, which is why
the Department of Homeland Security an-
nounced earlier this month that it will lift the
shadow of deportation from young people who
were brought to the United States as children
through no fault of their own.

I will work with anyone in Congress who's
willing to make progress on comprehensive im-
migration reform that addresses our economic
needs and security needs and upholds our tra-
dition as a nation of laws and a nation of immi-
grants. And in the meantime, we will continue
to use every Federal resource to protect the
safety and civil rights of all Americans and treat
all our people with dignity and respect. We can
solve these challenges not in spite of our most
cherished values, but because of them. What
makes us American is not a question of what
we look like or what our names are. What
makes us American is our shared belief in the
enduring promise of this country and our
shared responsibility to leave it more generous
and more hopeful than we found it.
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