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as part of broader coalition military and hu-
manitarian stabilization efforts. They pledged
to enhance multilateral cooperation on region-
al security issues through the U.S.-Gulf Coop-
eration Council Strategic Cooperation Forum.

On energy security, the Crown Prince out-
lined the UAE’s ongoing initiatives to reduce
price volatility and ensure reliable supplies to
world markets at prices that support global eco-
nomic growth. The President and Crown
Prince discussed the importance of protecting
critical shipping lanes against threats of aggres-
sion, terrorism, and piracy. The President con-
gratulated the Crown Prince on the announce-
ment of the opening of a new 1.5 million bpd
oil pipeline that crosses the UAE, thus allowing
energy supplies to bypass the Strait of Hormuz,
and also expressed his appreciation for the
UAE’s efforts in the field of renewable energy.

The President and Crown Prince welcomed
their countries’ strong bilateral economic, cul-
tural, and social ties, noting that the UAE is
one of the largest trading partners of the Unit-
ed States in the Middle East. The President
thanked the UAE for hosting the Global En-
trepreneurship Summit this December in
Dubai, and reaffirmed U.S. support for en-
couraging broad-based economic growth and
opportunity in the region. The President also
noted with appreciation the significant invest-
ment by the UAE in the United States, includ-
ing in a semiconductor manufacturing facility
in upstate New York scheduled to open later
this year.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic
June 27, 2012

The President. Hello, everybody!
Audience members. Hello!
The President. Now, you don’t have to wor-

ry, I will not be singing. We have professionals
for that. [Laughter] But on behalf of Michelle
and myself, I just want to say welcome. We
have a perfect day for a picnic. It is spectacu-
lar.

We want to thank, as usual, our outstanding
Marine Band. They can play anything at any
time. And we’re so grateful for their service to
our country. Obviously, that goes to all our
men and women in uniform. And today is a
great day for us to acknowledge everything
they do to provide our liberty and way of life.

I want to say a special welcome not only to
the Members of Congress, but most impor-
tantly, to their families, because Michelle re-
minds me every day how difficult it is to be
married to a politician. [Laughter] And the sac-
rifices that all of you make—the birthday par-
ties that get missed or the soccer games that
you’re late to, the travel that keeps you away
from your loved ones—all of that obviously is
in service of our country, and you guys are
serving alongside those of us who hold elective

office. So we’re thrilled that you have at least
one day where you got a chance to be together
in Washington and nobody is arguing.

So that also just reminds me that for all the
political differences that are sometimes ex-
pressed in this town, we are first and foremost
Americans, not Democrats or Republicans.
And I think all of us want to make sure that
during extraordinarily challenging times for
this country that we constantly keep that in
mind. That’s what the people who sent us here
are expecting. And I know that each of us in
our own way are hopeful that, because of the
work that we do here, we pass on something a
little better and a little brighter to our kids and
our grandkids.

And so I’m looking forward to continuing to
work with you. I’m glad I see some folks here
in shorts—[laughter]—and some Hawaiian
shirts. And so everybody is dressed appropri-
ately for a picnic. If you still have your tie on,
take it off. [Laughter] Make sure to enjoy the
barbecue, enjoy the music. And——

The First Lady. Go see the garden.
The President. Go see the garden if you

want.
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And we are going to be coming down on this
rope line, and I want to be able to shake every-
body’s hands. I warn you in advance that be-
cause the line is long, it’s going to be hard for
us to pose for individual pictures for every-
body. The exceptions that we make are kids
who are 12 and under. How about that? That’s
going to be our cutoff. So, little kids, if you
want a picture, I don’t mind. I can’t say no to

little kids. You bigger folks, you’re just going to
get a handshake and maybe a kiss if—[laugh-
ter]—unless you haven’t shaved, in which
case—so anyway, everybody have a wonderful
time.

God bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:12 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks on the United States Supreme Court Ruling on the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act
June 28, 2012

Good afternoon. Earlier today the Supreme
Court upheld the constitutionality of the Af-
fordable Care Act, the name of the health care
reform we passed 2 years ago. In doing so,
they’ve reaffirmed a fundamental principle
that here in America, in the wealthiest nation
on Earth, no illness or accident should lead to
any family’s financial ruin.

I know there will be a lot of discussion today
about the politics of all this, about who won
and who lost. That’s how these things tend to
be viewed here in Washington. But that discus-
sion completely misses the point. Whatever the
politics, today’s decision was a victory for peo-
ple all over this country whose lives will be
more secure because of this law and the Su-
preme Court’s decision to uphold it.

And because this law has a direct impact on
so many Americans, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to talk about exactly what it means for
you.

First, if you’re one of the more than 250 mil-
lion Americans who already have health insur-
ance, you will keep your health insurance; this
law will only make it more secure and more af-
fordable. Insurance companies can no longer
impose lifetime limits on the amount of care
you receive. They can no longer discriminate
against children with preexisting conditions.
They can no longer drop your coverage if you
get sick. They can no longer jack up your pre-
miums without reason. They are required to
provide free preventive care like checkups and
mammograms, a provision that’s already

helped 54 million Americans with private in-
surance. And by this August, nearly 13 million
of you will receive a rebate from your insur-
ance company because it spent too much on
things like administrative costs and CEO bo-
nuses, and not enough on your health care.

There’s more: Because of the Affordable
Care Act, young adults under the age of 26 are
able to stay on their parents’ health care plans,
a provision that’s already helped 6 million
young Americans. And because of the Afford-
able Care Act, seniors receive a discount on
their prescription drugs, a discount that’s al-
ready saved more than 5 million seniors on
Medicare about $600 each.

All of this is happening because of the Af-
fordable Care Act. These provisions provide
commonsense protections for middle class
families, and they enjoy broad popular support.
And thanks to today’s decision, all of these
benefits and protections will continue for
Americans who already have health insurance.

Now, if you’re one of the 30 million Ameri-
cans who don’t yet have health insurance, start-
ing in 2014 this law will offer you an array of
quality, affordable, private health insurance
plans to choose from. Each State will take the
lead in designing their own menu of options,
and if States can come up with even better
ways of covering more people at the same
quality and cost, this law allows them to do that
too. And I’ve asked Congress to help speed up
that process and give States this flexibility in
year one.
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