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And we are going to be coming down on this
rope line, and T want to be able to shake every-
body’s hands. I warn you in advance that be-
cause the line is long, it's going to be hard for
us to pose for individual pictures for every-
body. The exceptions that we make are kids
who are 12 and under. How about that? That’s
going to be our cutoff. So, little kids, if you
want a picture, I don’t mind. I can’t say no to

little kids. You bigger folks, you're just going to
get a handshake and maybe a kiss if—[laugh-
ter]—unless you haven’t shaved, in which
case—so anyway, everybody have a wonderful
time.

God bless you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:12 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks on the United States Supreme Court Ruling on the Patient Protec-

tion and Affordable Care Act
June 28, 2012

Good afternoon. Earlier today the Supreme
Court upheld the constitutionality of the Af-
fordable Care Act, the name of the health care
reform we passed 2 years ago. In doing so,
they've reaffirmed a fundamental principle
that here in America, in the wealthiest nation
on Earth, no illness or accident should lead to
any family’s financial ruin.

I know there will be a lot of discussion today
about the politics of all this, about who won
and who lost. That’s how these things tend to
be viewed here in Washington. But that discus-
sion completely misses the point. Whatever the
politics, today’s decision was a victory for peo-
ple all over this country whose lives will be
more secure because of this law and the Su-
preme Court’s decision to uphold it.

And because this law has a direct impact on
so many Americans, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to talk about exactly what it means for
you.

First, if you're one of the more than 250 mil-
lion Americans who already have health insur-
ance, you will keep your health insurance; this
law will only make it more secure and more af-
fordable. Insurance companies can no longer
impose lifetime limits on the amount of care
you receive. They can no longer discriminate
against children with preexisting conditions.
They can no longer drop your coverage if you
get sick. They can no longer jack up your pre-
miums without reason. They are required to
provide free preventive care like checkups and
mammograms, a provision that's already
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helped 54 million Americans with private in-
surance. And by this August, nearly 13 million
of you will receive a rebate from your insur-
ance company because it spent too much on
things like administrative costs and CEO bo-
nuses, and not enough on your health care.

There’s more: Because of the Affordable
Care Act, young adults under the age of 26 are
able to stay on their parents’ health care plans,
a provision that’s already helped 6 million
young Americans. And because of the Afford-
able Care Act, seniors receive a discount on
their prescription drugs, a discount that’s al-
ready saved more than 5 million seniors on
Medicare about $600 each.

All of this is happening because of the Af-
fordable Care Act. These provisions provide
commonsense protections for middle class
families, and they enjoy broad popular support.
And thanks to today’s decision, all of these
benefits and protections will continue for
Americans who already have health insurance.

Now, if you're one of the 30 million Ameri-
cans who don’t yet have health insurance, start-
ing in 2014 this law will offer you an array of
quality, affordable, private health insurance
plans to choose from. Each State will take the
lead in designing their own menu of options,
and if States can come up with even better
ways of covering more people at the same
quality and cost, this law allows them to do that
too. And I've asked Congress to help speed up
that process and give States this flexibility in
year one.



Once States set up these health insurance
marketplaces, known as exchanges, insurance
companies will no longer be able to discrimi-
nate against any American with a preexisting
health condition. They won’t be able to
charge you more just because you're a wom-
an. They won’t be able to bill you into bank-
ruptey. If you're sick, you'll finally have the
same chance to get quality, affordable health
care as everyone else. And if you can’t afford
the premiums, youlll receive a credit that
helps pay for it.

Today the Supreme Court also upheld the
principle that people who can afford health in-
surance should take the responsibility to buy
health insurance. This is important for two rea-
sons. First, when uninsured people who can af-
ford coverage get sick and show up at the
emergency room for care, the rest of us end up
paying for their care in the form of higher pre-
miums. And second, if you ask insurance com-
panies to cover people with preexisting condi-
tions, but don’t require people who can afford
it to buy their own insurance, some folks might
wait until theyre sick to buy the care they
need, which would also drive up everybody
else’s premiums.

That’s why, even though I knew it wouldn’t
be politically popular and resisted the idea
when I ran for this office, we ultimately includ-
ed a provision in the Affordable Care Act that
people who can afford to buy health insurance
should take the responsibility to do so. In fact,
this idea has enjoyed support from members of
both parties, including the current Republican
nominee for President.

Still, I know the debate over this law has
been divisive. I respect the very real concerns
that millions of Americans have shared. And I
know a lot of coverage through this health care
debate has focused on what it means political-
ly.
Well, it should be pretty clear by now that I
didn’t do this because it was good politics. I did
it because I believed it was good for the coun-
try. I did it because I believed it was good for
the American people.

There’s a framed letter that hangs in my of-
fice right now. It was sent to me during the
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health care debate by a woman named Nato-
ma Canfield. For years and years, Natoma did
everything right. She bought health insur-
ance. She paid her premiums on time. But 18
years ago, Natoma was diagnosed with cancer.
And even though she’d been cancer-free for
more than a decade, her insurance company
kept jacking up her rates, year after year. And
despite her desire to keep her coverage—de-
spite her fears that she would get sick again—
she had to surrender her health insurance and
was forced to hang her fortunes on chance.

I carried Natoma’s story with me every day
of the fight to pass this law. It reminded me of
all the Americans, all across the country, who
have had to worry not only about getting sick,
but about the cost of getting well.

Natoma is well today. And because of this
law, there are other Americans—other sons
and daughters, brothers and sisters, fathers
and mothers—who will not have to hang their
fortunes on chance. These are the Americans
for whom we passed this law.

The highest Court in the land has now spo-
ken. We will continue to implement this law.
And well work together to improve on it
where we can. But what we won’t do—what
the country can’t afford to do—is refight the
political battles of 2 years ago or go back to the
way things were.

With today’s announcement, it’s time for us
to move forward, to implement and, where
necessary, improve on this law. And now is the
time to keep our focus on the most urgent
challenge of our time: putting people back to
work, paying down our debt, and building an
economy where people can have confidence
that if they work hard, they can get ahead.

But today I'm as confident as ever that when
we look back 5 years from now or 10 years
from now or 20 years from now, we'll be better
off because we had the courage to pass this law
and keep moving forward.

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless

America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Republican Presidential
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candidate former Gov. W. Mitt Romney of

Massachusetts; and Medina, OH, resident and

health care reform advocate Natoma A. Can-

field.

Remarks During a Tour of Wildfire Damage and an Exchange With Report-

ers in Colorado Springs, Colorado
June 29, 2012

The President. First of all, T want to say to
Mayor Bach, Governor Hickenlooper, and the
congressional delegation, but most important-
ly, all the guys on the ground who have been
fighting this fire: We are so grateful to see the
extraordinary coordination that’s taking place
between the State, Federal, municipal, all the
agencies—everybody tried to put everything
they got into this thing.

This has been a devastating early fire season
for Colorado. This community obviously is
heartbroken by the loss of homes. We're lucky
because of the quick action that’s been taken,
that we haven’t seen a lot of loss of life. But for
those families who have lost everything—their
possessions, who have been displaced—our
thoughts and prayers are with them.

What I've said is, is that the Federal Gov-
ernment is going to do everything we can to
coordinate assistance, not just short term, but
long term. In fact, one of the good things that
we’ve been seeing is some innovative ways in
which some military assets have been deployed
alongside the traditional assets that are used in
these fire fights.

So we're going to have a long way to go be-
fore all these fires are put out. We need a little
bit of help from Mother Nature. But I hope
that people all across the country recognize
that when challenges like this happen, all of us
come together as one American family. And
we're seeing similar disasters, some of the
flooding in Florida. Obviously, we’ve been see-
ing tornadoes and other natural threats. But
what always is inspiring to me is whenever I
come to these communities, the strength, the
resilience, the degree to which people are will-
ing to work together, it’s a reminder of what is
the most important aspect of this country, and
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that is its people and the way that we are will-
ing to get each other’s backs.

And so I just want say again, Mr. Mayor, you
did an outstanding job. Governor, as always,
you're on top of things. And I think I speak for
the congressional delegation in saying the Fed-
eral Government will continue to do every-
thing we can to help coordinate relief. But
we've still got a ways to go before these fires
are out.

Q. What do you think when you see just this
stuff right here?

The President. Well, what’s remarkable is
obviously how devastating these fires are. Once
they hit a house and they take root, it is very
difficult for anybody to imagine the kind of
devastation and how quickly it happens.

And obviously, what’s also tragic is, is that
the nature of these fires, you can have a house
that is perfectly fine on one side and then an-
other house that’s completely destroyed on the
other. But because of those outstanding fire-
fighters that we just saw, three of those homes
were saved. And for those three families, those
folks are heroes.

And when you think about 18-hour days and
the kind of effort that these guys are putting in,
and the danger that they’re putting themselves
under, it’s a testament to our Forest Service
and our firefighters. And we just got to make
sure that we are giving them the best equip-
ment, all the resources that they need. But
what we can’t give them is their courage. They
bring that to the table from the start.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:03 p.m. in the
Mountain Shadows residential neighborhood.
In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Stephen
G. Bach of Colorado Springs, CO.
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