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hard, have fulfilled their responsibilities, have
cared for their families, but they've also cared
for their communities, and they’ve also looked
out for each other. They've lived out the idea
that we’re in this together.

These values are not Democratic values or
Republican values, they're American values.
We've got to return to those values. It’s our
turn to be responsible. It’s our turn to leave an
America that’s built to last.

So we're going to keep moving on American
manufacturing. We are going to keep moving
on American energy. We are going to keep
making sure that American workers get the
skills they need. We are going to invest in
American innovation and basic science and re-
search. We are going to make sure that we are
training those engineers that we need. We are
going to make sure that we return to the values
of fair play and responsibility.
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And T know that if we work together with
common purpose, we can build an economy
that gives everybody a fair shot. We can meet
this challenge, and we’ll remind the world once
again just why the United States of America is
the greatest nation on Earth.

Thank you very much, Arizona. God bless
you. God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:31 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Mayor Jay Tibshraeny
of Chandler, AZ; Mayor Gregory J. Stanton of
Phoenix, AZ; Rep. Gabrielle D. Giffords and
her husband Mark E. Kelly; White House Trip
Director Marvin Nicholson; Warren E. Buf-
fett, chief executive officer and chairman, and
Debbie Bosanek, assistant, Berkshire Hatha-
way Inc.; and William H. Gates III, chairman,
Microsoft Corp.

Statement on the Rescue of Jessica Buchanan

January 25, 2012

On Monday, I authorized an operation to
rescue Jessica Buchanan, an American citizen
who was kidnapped and held against her will
for 3 months in Somalia. Thanks to the extraor-
dinary courage and capabilities of our Special
Operations Forces, yesterday Jessica Buchanan
was rescued and she is on her way home. As
Commander in Chief, I could not be prouder
of the troops who carried out this mission and
the dedicated professionals who supported
their efforts.

Jessica Buchanan was selflessly serving her
fellow human beings when she was taken hos-
tage by criminals and pirates who showed no

regard for her health and well-being. Last night
I spoke with Jessica Buchanan’s father and told
him that all Americans have Jessica in our
thoughts and prayers and give thanks that she
will soon be reunited with her family. The Unit-
ed States will not tolerate the abduction of our
people and will spare no effort to secure the
safety of our citizens and to bring their captors
to justice. This is yet another message to the
world that the United States of America will
stand strongly against any threats to our people.

NOTE: The statement referred to John Bu-
chanan, father of Ms. Buchanan.

Remarks at UPS Las Vegas South in Las Vegas, Nevada

January 26, 2012

The President. Hello, Nevadal It is great to
be back in Las Vegas.

Audience member. 1 love you!

The President. 1 love you back. [Laughter]
Although I always say, when we stay here for
the night, I've got to watch my staff to make

sure that they get on the plane when we leave.
[Laughter] Sometimes, they conveniently miss
the flight. [Laughter]

But everybody please have a seat, have a
seat. It is great to see you. Joe, thanks for the
introduction. Scott, thank you and the folks at
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UPS for hosting us today. I want to thank all of
the elected officials and the tribal leaders who
took the time to join us.

Before I get into the core of my remarks, I
just want to mention something that I said to
Scott and I said to Joe, and that is that UPS, I
think, deserves just extraordinary credit for be-
ing the best in its space, one of the best busi-
nesses we have in the United States. But the
reason is because it’s got such outstanding
workers, and the relationship between its
workforce and management, cooperating, con-
stantly figuring out how to make things bet-
ter—it is just an outstanding organization. And
so you guys all need to be congratulated for ev-
erything that you do.

Now, I'm here to talk a little more about
what I talked about at the State of the Union
on Tuesday night. And what I want to focus on
is how we’re going to restore the basic promise
of America, something that folks at UPS un-
derstand, which is, if you work hard, if you do
the right thing, you should be able to do well
enough to raise a family and own a home and
send your kids to college and put a little away
for retirement. That’s the American Dream.
That’s what most people are looking for.

They don’t expect a handout. They don’t ex-
pect anything to come easy. They do expect, if
they’re willing to work hard to try to get ahead,
if they’re doing the right thing, then they can
have a sense of security and dignity and help
make sure that their family is moving forward.
That’s what Americans are looking for. That’s
what Americans deserve.

And today, 3 years after the worst economic
storm in three generations, our economy is
growing again. Our businesses have created
more than 3 million jobs. Last year, businesses
created the most jobs since 2005. American
manufacturers are hiring again and creating
jobs for the first time since the 1990s.

Now, we've got more work to do. But what
we can’t do is go back to the very same policies
that got us into a mess in the first place. We
can’t go backwards. We have to move forward.
I said on Tuesday, and I will repeat today, we
will not—we cannot—go back to an economy
weakened by outsourcing and bad debt and
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phony financial profits. So, on Tuesday, at the
State of the Union, I laid out my vision for how
we move forward. I laid out a blueprint for an
economy that’s built to last, that has a firm
foundation, where we’re making stuff and sell-
ing stuff and moving it around and UPS drivers
are dropping things off everywhere.

That’s the economy we want, an economy
built on American manufacturing with more
good jobs and more products made here in the
United States of America; an economy built on
American energy, fueled by homegrown and
alternative sources that make us more secure
and less dependent on foreign oil; an economy
built on the skills of American workers, getting
people the education and the training they
need to prepare for the jobs of today, but also
to compete for the jobs of tomorrow.

And most importantly, T talked about an
economy that’s built on a renewal of American
values: hard work, responsibility, and the same
set of rules for everybody, from Wall Street to
Main Street. That has to be our future. That’s
how we restore that basic American promise.

Now, part of my blueprint, and what I want
to focus on a little bit today, is for an economy
built to last with American energy. That’s why
we’re here. For decades, Americans have been
talking about how do we decrease our depen-
dence on foreign oil. Well, my administration
has actually begun to do something about it.

Over the last 3 years, we negotiated the
toughest new efficiency standards for cars and
trucks in history. We've opened millions of
new acres for oil and gas exploration. Right
now American oil production is the highest
that it’s been in 8 years—S8 years. Last year, we
relied less on foreign oil than in any of last the
16 years. That hasn’t gotten a lot of attention,
but that’s important. We’re moving in the right
direction when it comes to oil and gas produc-
tion.

And today I'm announcing that my adminis-
tration will soon open up around 38 million
acres in the Gulf of Mexico for additional ex-
ploration and development, which could result
in a lot more production of domestic energy.

But as I said on Tuesday, and as the folks
here at UPS understand, even with all this oil



production, we only have about 2 percent of
the world’s oil reserves. So we’ve got to have an
all-out, all-in, all-of-the-above strategy that de-
velops every source of American energy, a
strategy that is cleaner and cheaper and full of
new jobs.

Now, a great place to start is with natural
gas. Some of you may not have been following
this, but because of new technologies, because
we can now access natural gas that we couldn’t
access before in a economic way, we've got a
supply of natural gas under our feet that can
last America nearly a hundred years—nearly a
hundred years. Now, when I say under our
feet, I don’t know that there’s actually gas right
here, but—[laughter]—I mean in all the Unit-
ed States.

And developing it could power our cars and
our homes and our factories in a cleaner and
cheaper way. The experts believe it could sup-
port more than 600,000 jobs by the end of the
decade. We, it turns out, are the Saudi Arabia
of natural gas. We've got a lot of it. We've got a
lot of it.

Now, removing that natural gas obviously
has to be done carefully. And I know that there
are families that are worried about the impact
this could have on our environment and on the
health of our communities. And I share that
concern. So that's why I'm requiring, for the
first time ever, that all companies drilling for
gas on public lands disclose the chemicals they
use. We want to make sure that this is done
properly and safely. America will develop this
resource without putting the health and safety
of our citizens at risk.

But we've got to keep at it. We've got to take
advantage of this incredible natural resource.
And think about what could happen if we do.
Think about an America where more cars and
trucks are running on domestic natural gas
than on foreign oil. Think about an America
where our companies are leading the world in
developing natural gas technology and creating
a generation of new energy jobs, where our
natural gas resources are helping make our
manufacturers more competitive for decades.
We can do this. And by the way, natural gas
burns cleaner than oil does, so it’s also poten-
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tially good for our environment as we make
this shift.

So, last April, we issued a challenge to ship-
ping companies like UPS. We said, if you up-
grade your fleets to run on less oil or no oil at
all, we're going to help you succeed. We want
to help you with that experiment. So we started
out with five companies that accepted the chal-
lenge. And of course, UPS was one of the first.
That’s how they roll. [Laughter]

So, less than a year later, we've got 14 com-
panies on board, and together, they represent
1 million vehicles on the road. That’s a lot of
trucks.

We should do more though. And that’s why
we’re here today. First, let’s get more of these
natural gas vehicles on the road. Let’s get more
of them on the road. The Federal fleet of cars
is leading by example. Turns out the Federal
Government has a lot of cars. [Laughter] We
buy a lot of cars. So we’ve got to help not only
the Federal Government, but also local gov-
ernments upgrade their fleet. If more of these
brown trucks are going green, more city buses
should too. There’s no reason why buses can’t
go in the same direction.

Second, let’s offer new tax incentives to help
companies buy more clean trucks like these.

Third, let’s make sure all these new trucks
that are running on natural gas have places to
refuel. That’s one of the biggest impediments,
is the technology. We know how to make these
trucks, but if they don’t have a place to pull in
and fill up, they got problems.

So we're going to keep working with the pri-
vate sector to develop up to five natural gas
corridors along our highways. These are high-
ways that have natural gas fueling stations be-
tween cities, just like the one that folks at UPS,
South Coast Air, and Clean Energy Fuels are
opening today between Los Angeles and Salt
Lake City. That’s a great start. So now one of
these trucks can go from Long Beach all the
way to Salt Lake City. And they’re going to be
able to refuel along the way.

And finally, to keep America on the cutting
edge of clean energy technology, I want my
Energy Secretary, Steven Chu, to launch a new
competition that encourages our country’s
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brightest scientists and engineers and entre-
preneurs to discover new breakthroughs for
natural gas vehicles.

So we're going to keep moving on American
energy. We're going to keep boosting Ameri-
can manufacturing. We’re going to keep train-
ing our workers for these new jobs. But an
economy that’s built to last also means a re-
newal of the values that made us who we are:
hard work, fair play, and shared responsibility.

Now, right now that means, first of all, stop-
ping a tax hike on 160 million working Ameri-
cans at the end of next month. People cannot
afford right now losing $40 out of each pay-
check. Your voices convinced Congress to ex-
tend this middle class tax cut before. I need
your help to make sure they do it again. No
drama, no delay. Let’s just get this done for the
American people and for our economy as a
whole.

But we've got a longer run issue—Scott and
I were talking about this before we came out—
and that is, how do we get America’s fiscal
house in order? And were going to have to
make some choices. The reason that we’ve got
these debts and deficit is because we’re not
making hard choices. Right now we’re sup-
posed to spend nearly $1 trillion more on what
was intended to be a temporary tax cut for the
wealthiest 2 percent of Americans—supposed
to be temporary, back in 2001. [Laughter]
That’s a long time ago. [Laughter] A quarter of
all millionaires pay lower tax rates than millions
of middle class households. Warren Buffett
pays a lower tax rate than his secretary. I know
because she was at the State of the Union.
[Laughter] She told me.

Now, that’s not fair. That doesnt make
sense. And the reason it’s important for us to
recognize that is, if we’re going to reduce our
deficit, then we've got to have a balanced ap-
proach that has spending cuts. And we've al-
ready agreed to $2 trillion worth of spending
cuts. We got to get rid of programs that don’t
work. We've got to make Government more ef-
ficient. I have asked Congress for authority to
consolidate some of these agencies to make
them run better. We're going to have to be
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much more effective when it comes to Govern-
ment spending. We all acknowledge that, and
we're making progress on that front.

But that alone doesn’t do it. So, if we want to
actually deal with the deficit, we’ve got to look
at the other side of the ledger. Do we want to
keep these tax cuts for the wealthiest Ameri-
cans? Or do we want to keep investing in ev-
erything else, like education, like clean energy,
like a strong military, like caring for our veter-
ans who are coming home from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan? We can’t do both. We can’t do both.

So what I've said is let’s follow the Buffett
rule: If you make more than a million dollars a
year, you should pay a tax rate of at least 30
percent, which, by the way, is lower than you
would have been paying under Ronald Reagan.
Nobody’s talking about anything crazy here.
On the other hand, if you make less than
$250,000 a year, which 98 percent of all Amer-
icans do, then your taxes shouldn’t go up.
That’s a—I think that’s a fair approach.

And a lot of folks have been running around
saying, well, that’s class warfare. Asking a bil-
lionaire to pay at least as much as his secretary
in taxes, that’s just common sense. [Laughter]
And I promise you, if we make this change,
Warren Buffett will be doing fine. [Laughter] I
will be doing fine. Scott will be doing fine. We
don’t need more tax breaks. Youre the ones
who have seen your wages and your incomes
stall while the cost of everything from grocer-
ies to college to health care have been going
up. You're the ones who deserve a break.

And T want to make one last point: We do
not begrudge success in America. We aspire to
it. We want everybody to succeed. We want ev-
erybody to be rich. We want everybody to be
working hard, making their way, creating new
products, creating new services, creating jobs.
That’s the American way. We don’t shy away
from financial success. We don’t apologize for
it.

But what we do say is when this Nation has
done so much for us, shouldn’t we be thinking
about the country as a whole? When Ameri-
cans talk about folks like me paying their fair
share of taxes, it's not because they envy the




rich. Just yesterday Bill Gates said he agrees
with me that most—that Americans who can
afford it should pay their fair share. I promise
you, Bill Gates does not envy the rich. [Laugh-
ter] He doesn’t envy wealthy people.

This has nothing to do with envy. It has ev-
erything to do with math. It’s what T talked
about earlier. We've got to make choices.
Americans understand, if T get a tax break I
don’t need and a tax break the country can’t af-
ford, then one of two things are going to hap-
pen. Either it’s going to add to our deficit,
right? Or somebody else is going to have to
make up the difference.

A senior suddenly is going to have to start
paying more for their Medicare, or a student is
going to have to pay more for their student
loan, or a family that’s trying to get by, they're
going to have to do with less. And that’s not
right. That’s not who we are. Each of us is only
here because somebody somewhere felt a re-
sponsibility to each other and to our country
and helped to create all this incredible opportu-
nity that we call the United States of America.

Now, it’s our turn to be responsible. And it’s
our turn to leave an America that is built to last
for the next generation. That’s our job, and we
can do it. We can do it. We can do it. And I
know we can do it because I've seen in States
like Nevada and with people like you that I
meet all across this country, you understand
the history of this country, generations of
Americans working together, looking out for
each other, living by the idea that we rise or fall
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together. Those are the values we have to re-
turn to.

I mentioned praise for our military at the
State of the Union and the incredible work that
they do. And the reason our military is so good,
the reason why they're so admired is because
they—it’s not like everybody in the military
agrees on everything. You got Democrats in
the military. You got Republicans in the mili-
tary. You've got folks who are conservative or
liberal, different races, different religions, dif-
ferent backgrounds, but they figure out how to
focus on the mission. They figure out how to
do their job.

And that sense of common purpose is what
we’re going to need to build an economy that
lasts. And if we work together in common pur-
pose, we can build that economy and we can
meet the challenges of our times. And we’ll re-
mind the entire world once again just why it is
that the United States is the greatest country
on Earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you, and
God bless the United States of America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:11 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred Joseph Mueller, em-
ployee, and D. Scott Davis, chairman and chief
executive officer, UPS; Warren E. Buffett,
chief executive officer and chairman, and Deb-
bie Bosanek, assistant, Berkshire Hathaway
Inc.; and William H. Gates III, chairman, Mi-
crosoft Corp.

Remarks at Buckley Air Force Base, Colorado

January 26, 2012

The President. Hello, everybody! Hello,
Team Buckley! It is great to be here. Every-
body, please have a seat, have a seat.

Al, thank you for that introduction and for
your years of service. I brought a few folks with
me here today: the Secretary of the Air Force,
Michael Donley; the Secretary of the Navy,
Ray Mabus, is here; our Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Energy Planning, Sharon Burke, is
in the house. They are all doing great work
with Secretary Panetta to keep our military the

strongest in the world and to make our military
more energy efficient.

I want to thank our host, Colonel Dant, for
welcoming us here today. Lieutenant Gover-
nor Joe Garcia is here as well. Give him a
round of applause. And the mayor of the great
city of Denver, Michael Hancock, is here as
well. You'll notice they have the same hairdo.
[Laughter]

And of course, we've got some outstanding
men and women in uniform from Buckley Air
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