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rich. Just yesterday Bill Gates said he agrees
with me that most—that Americans who can
afford it should pay their fair share. I promise
you, Bill Gates does not envy the rich. [Laugh-
ter] He doesn’t envy wealthy people.

This has nothing to do with envy. It has ev-
erything to do with math. It’s what I talked
about earlier. We’ve got to make choices.
Americans understand, if I get a tax break I
don’t need and a tax break the country can’t af-
ford, then one of two things are going to hap-
pen. Either it’s going to add to our deficit,
right? Or somebody else is going to have to
make up the difference.

A senior suddenly is going to have to start
paying more for their Medicare, or a student is
going to have to pay more for their student
loan, or a family that’s trying to get by, they’re
going to have to do with less. And that’s not
right. That’s not who we are. Each of us is only
here because somebody somewhere felt a re-
sponsibility to each other and to our country
and helped to create all this incredible opportu-
nity that we call the United States of America.

Now, it’s our turn to be responsible. And it’s
our turn to leave an America that is built to last
for the next generation. That’s our job, and we
can do it. We can do it. We can do it. And I
know we can do it because I’ve seen in States
like Nevada and with people like you that I
meet all across this country, you understand
the history of this country, generations of
Americans working together, looking out for
each other, living by the idea that we rise or fall

together. Those are the values we have to re-
turn to.

I mentioned praise for our military at the
State of the Union and the incredible work that
they do. And the reason our military is so good,
the reason why they’re so admired is because
they—it’s not like everybody in the military
agrees on everything. You got Democrats in
the military. You got Republicans in the mili-
tary. You’ve got folks who are conservative or
liberal, different races, different religions, dif-
ferent backgrounds, but they figure out how to
focus on the mission. They figure out how to
do their job.

And that sense of common purpose is what
we’re going to need to build an economy that
lasts. And if we work together in common pur-
pose, we can build that economy and we can
meet the challenges of our times. And we’ll re-
mind the entire world once again just why it is
that the United States is the greatest country
on Earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you, and
God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:11 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred Joseph Mueller, em-
ployee, and D. Scott Davis, chairman and chief
executive officer, UPS; Warren E. Buffett,
chief executive officer and chairman, and Deb-
bie Bosanek, assistant, Berkshire Hathaway
Inc.; and William H. Gates III, chairman, Mi-
crosoft Corp.

Remarks at Buckley Air Force Base, Colorado
January 26, 2012

The President. Hello, everybody! Hello,
Team Buckley! It is great to be here. Every-
body, please have a seat, have a seat.

Al, thank you for that introduction and for
your years of service. I brought a few folks with
me here today: the Secretary of the Air Force,
Michael Donley; the Secretary of the Navy,
Ray Mabus, is here; our Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Energy Planning, Sharon Burke, is
in the house. They are all doing great work
with Secretary Panetta to keep our military the

strongest in the world and to make our military
more energy efficient.

I want to thank our host, Colonel Dant, for
welcoming us here today. Lieutenant Gover-
nor Joe Garcia is here as well. Give him a
round of applause. And the mayor of the great
city of Denver, Michael Hancock, is here as
well. You’ll notice they have the same hairdo.
[Laughter]

And of course, we’ve got some outstanding
men and women in uniform from Buckley Air
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Force Base. And that includes the 460th Space
Wing. To all of you, on behalf of a grateful na-
tion, I want to thank you for your extraordinary
service.

During a decade of war, these folks, so many
of you, exhibited the very best of America:
courage, selflessness, teamwork. As I said this
past Tuesday, you’ve exceeded all expectations,
because you focus on your mission. You work
together. You get the job done.

And so on Tuesday, I talked about the job
we’ve got to get done as a nation—all of us—
the job of restoring the American promise, the
idea that if you work hard, if you fulfill your re-
sponsibilities, then you can do well enough to
raise a family and own a home, send your kids
to college, put a little away for retirement, live
out that American Dream.

That’s what most people are reaching for.
They don’t expect a handout. They don’t ex-
pect anything to come easy. But they do ex-
pect, if they’re applying themselves, if they’re
working hard, if they’re able to overcome set-
backs and obstacles and they can cooperate
with the folks they’re working with, if they’re
doing the right thing, then they should be able
to achieve some security and some dignity in
their lives. Something very basic—it’s a basic
promise that we’ve got to restore.

So, at the State of the Union, I tried to lay
out my vision for how we would do that. I laid
out a blueprint for an economy that’s built to
last. It’s an economy built on American manu-
facturing, more good jobs and products made
here in the United States that we’re selling all
around the world.

It’s an economy built on American energy,
fueled on homegrown and alternative energy
sources that make us more secure and less de-
pendent on foreign oil, which obviously is not
just good for our prosperity, but also for our se-
curity. We all know that. It’s an economy built
on the skills of American workers, getting peo-
ple the education and the training that they
need so that they’re prepared for the jobs of to-
day and ready to compete for the jobs of to-
morrow.

And most importantly, it’s an economy that’s
built on a renewal of American values: hard

work, responsibility, and the sense that the
same rules apply to everybody, from Wall
Street to Main Street.

That’s also part of what makes our military
so strong. Doesn’t matter if you’re a general,
you’re a private. There are some rules you got
to follow. That has to be our future. That’s how
we restore that basic American promise.

Now, today we’ve been focusing on Ameri-
can energy. For all our lives, America has been
talking about decreasing our dependence on
foreign oil. I’ve been hearing it—I’m older
than most of you guys—[laughter]—I’ve been
hearing it all my life. Well, my administration
has actually tried to do something about it.

Over the last 3 years, we negotiated the
toughest new efficiency standards for cars and
trucks in history. That will save us and consum-
ers billions of gallons of gas and a lot of money.
We’ve opened millions of new acres for oil and
gas exploration here in the United States.
Right now American oil production is the high-
est it’s been in 8 years—8 years.

Last year, we relied less on foreign oil than
any time in the past 16 years. Hasn’t gotten a
lot of attention, but it’s important. We’re mov-
ing in the right direction when it comes to oil
and gas production.

But we’ve got to do more, because even if
we tapped every drop of domestic oil, we’ve
only got 2 percent of the world’s oil reserves.
We’ve got to have an all-out, all-of-the-above
strategy, develop every available source of
American energy, and it’s got to be a strategy
that is cleaner and cheaper and will create all
kinds of new jobs.

So this morning I was in Nevada talking
about how natural gas is a enormous energy
source for the United States. We are the Saudi
Arabia of oil—or Saudi Arabia of natural gas.
We’ve just got to develop it, and if we do effec-
tively, then we’re going to create jobs, and it’s
going to power trucks that are cleaner and
cheaper and factories that are cleaner and
cheaper.

The same promise is true for clean energy.
Because of Federal investments, renewable
energy use—sources like wind and solar—has
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nearly doubled. Thousands of Americans have
jobs because of those efforts.

So, as I said on Tuesday, I’m not going to
walk away from the promise of clean energy.
We’re not going to cede the wind industry or
the solar industry or the battery industry to
China or Germany because we’re too timid to
make that same commitment here in the Unit-
ed States. We subsidized oil for a very long
time, long enough. It’s time to stop giving tax-
payer giveaways to an industry that’s never
been more profitable. We’ve got to double
down on a clean energy industry that’s never
been more promising. And Congress is going
to need to act.

They need to pass clean energy tax credits.
They need to set a clean energy standard so
that we create a market for innovation. These
are the industries of the future, and they’re the
jobs of the future.

So this is common sense. But we’re not go-
ing to wait for Congress. We’re also going to do
some things administratively. It’s why I’m di-
recting my administration to allow the devel-
opment of clean energy on enough public
lands to power 3 million homes. And the rea-
son we’re at Buckley is because the military is
doing its part. The military is doing its part, as
usual—as usual. Now, it’s important for the
military to do its part because we’re the larg-
est—our military is the largest energy consum-
er in the world. So we can set a good example
and help create an additional market for clean
energy. The Navy is going to purchase enough
clean energy capacity to power a quarter of a
million homes a year. And it won’t cost taxpay-
ers a dime.

What does it mean? It means that the
world’s largest consumer of energy, the De-
partment of Defense, is making one of the
largest commitments to clean energy in histo-
ry. That will grow this market, it will strength-
en our energy security.

And I promise you, the Department of De-
fense is not just embracing clean energy be-
cause it feels good. [Laughter] We got some
tough-minded folks. Our number-one priority
is always the security of this Nation. But what
our military understands is that if we’re smart

on energy, that saves DOD budgets that allow
them to do a whole bunch of other things.

Leading on this issue is the right thing to do.
Yes, it’s the right thing to do to prevent climate
change. Yes, it’s the right thing to do in terms
of reducing pollution. But it’s also important
for our national security. 

Ray Mabus has said: “We wouldn’t allow
some of the places that we buy fossil fuels from
to build our ships or to build our aircrafts, to
build our ground equipment. We wouldn’t do
that. And yet we give them say on whether
those ships sail or whether those aircrafts fly or
whether those vehicles run, because we buy
fuel from them.” Why would we do that if we
don’t have to? The less we depend on foreign
oil, the more secure we become as a nation.

That’s why in December, the Navy made
the single largest purchase of biofuel in Gov-
ernment history. This summer, that fuel will
power ships and subs during the world’s largest
naval exercise. By the way, 2 years ago, I got a
chance to see a Navy F–18 Green Hornet that
flies on biofuel. It was a pretty impressive
sight. They wouldn’t let me fly it. [Laughter]
But it was impressive to see.

The rest of the military, including here at
Buckley, is doing its part as well. In 2010, you
started installing thousands of solar panels here
on the base. That same year, the Air Force flew
an A–10 Thunderbolt entirely on alternative
fuels, a first for the military. Overall, the Air
Force is on track to save $500 million in fuel
costs over the next 5 years because you guys
have changed the way you operate. Think
about that: half a billion dollars. [Applause]
Yes, that’s worth clapping.

Reducing our dependence on oil is going to
strengthen our national security. It will make
our environment cleaner for our kids. It will
make energy cheaper for our businesses and
for our families. And doubling down on a clean
energy industry will create lots of jobs in the
process.

So we’re going to keep moving on American
energy. We’re going to stay focused on boosting
American manufacturing. We’re going to keep
training our workers so that they are equipped
for the high-skill jobs of tomorrow, including in
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the clean energy space. And we’re going to re-
store those American values of fair play and re-
sponsibility that made us who we are.

We’ve got to follow the lead of the mem-
bers of our military who are here today. You
rise or fall as one unit, serving one Nation. You
have each other’s backs. That’s the same spirit
that you’ll find in communities all over Ameri-
ca. Each of us is here only because somebody
was looking out for us. Not just our parents,
but we had neighbors and communities and
churches and synagogues, people who were
coaching Little League. And we had a country
that was investing in community colleges and
universities and research and caring for our
vets. Everybody was taking responsibility for
each other and for our country, as well as for
ourselves.

Somebody had our back. Otherwise, we
wouldn’t have been successful. Certainly, I
wouldn’t have been. This country exists be-
cause generations of Americans worked to-
gether and looked out for each other. Out of

many, we came together as one. These are the
values we have to return to. That’s how we’re
going to create an economy that is built to last.
That’s how we’re going to make sure that we
have the best energy policy in the world. That’s
how we’re going to put people back to work.
That’s how we’re going to continue to make
sure we have the finest military in the history
of the world.

If we work together in common purpose,
nobody can stop us. We will rebuild this econo-
my. We will meet these challenges. We’ll re-
mind everybody why the United States is the
greatest country on Earth.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:34 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Maj. Alberto Mezarina,
USAF (Ret.), energy manager, and Col. Daniel
A. Dant, USAF, commander, 460th Space
Wing, Buckley Air Force Base.

Statement on North Carolina Governor Beverly E. Perdue’s Decision Not
To Seek Reelection
January 26, 2012

As the first woman to serve as North Caroli-
na’s Lieutenant Governor and Governor, Bev
Perdue has never been afraid to break barriers.
For over 25 years, she has fought for the peo-
ple of the Tar Heel State, working to transform
the State’s public schools, improve the health

care system, protect and attract jobs for mem-
bers of the military and their families, and cre-
ate the jobs of the future. Michelle and I want
to congratulate Governor Perdue on her his-
toric tenure, and we wish Bev and her family
well in the future.

Statement on Representative R. Bradley Miller’s Decision Not To Seek Re-
election
January 26, 2012

Brad Miller has served the people of
North Carolina for two decades. In the
House of Representatives, Brad helped lead
the fight to protect families from abuses by
the financial industry and is a key reason

why today we finally have a strong watchdog
in place looking out for American consum-
ers. Michelle and I thank Brad for his ser-
vice and wish him the very best in the fu-
ture.
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