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Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Rescue of Jessica Buchanan
January 26, 2012

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

At my direction, on January 24, 2012, U.S.
Special Operations Forces conducted an opera-
tion in Somalia to rescue Ms. Jessica Buchanan,
a U.S. citizen. The operation was successfully
completed. Ms. Buchanan was kidnapped in
Galcayo, Somalia on October 25, 2011, by a
group linked to Somali pirates and financiers.
Also rescued in the course of the operation was a
Danish national, Poul Hagen Thisted, who was
kidnapped with Ms. Buchanan. The operation
was undertaken by a small number of joint com-
bat-equipped U.S. forces, after we received reli-
able intelligence indicating Ms. Buchanan’s lo-
cation in Somalia along with that of Mr. Thisted.
These forces left Somalia on January 25, 2012.

I directed this action consistent with my re-
sponsibility to protect U.S. citizens both at

home and abroad, and in furtherance of U.S.
national security interests, pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign re-
lations and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution (Public
Law 93–148). I appreciate the support of the
Congress in this action.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Daniel K. Inouye, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

Remarks at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Michigan
January 27, 2012

The President. Hello, Michigan! Oh, it is
good to be back in Ann Arbor.

Thank you, Christina, for that wonderful in-
troduction. I also want to thank your president,
Mary Sue Coleman. The mayor of Ann Arbor,
John Hieftje, is here. My outstanding Secretary
of Education, Arne Duncan, is in the house.
We have some outstanding Members of Con-
gress who are here as well, who are represent-
ing you each and every day. Give them a round
of applause, come on.

Audience member. I love you, President
Obama!

The President. I love you back.
So in terms of—boy, we’ve got all kinds of

Members of Congress here, so the—[laugh-
ter].

Oh, where’s Denard? Denard Robinson is in
the house. I hear you’re coming back, man.
That is a good deal for Michigan.

Audience member. Denard Robinson in
2012! [Laughter]

The President. Oh, oh, come on. They’re
trying to draft you for President. [Laughter]
He’s got to graduate before he runs for Presi-
dent. [Laughter] There’s an age limit. [Laugh-
ter]

Well, it is wonderful to be here. I want to
thank all of you for coming out this morning. I
know for folks in college, this is still really ear-
ly. I remember those days. It is good home—
good to be in the home of the Sugar Bowl
champion Wolverines. And with Denard Rob-
inson coming back, this will be a team to be
reckoned with. I understand your basketball
team is pretty good this year too. All right. Go
Blue! It’s always good to start with a easy ap-
plause line. [Laughter]

Look, the reason I’m here today—in addi-
tion to meeting Denard Robinson—[laugh-
ter]—is to talk with all of you about what most
of you do here every day, and that is to think
about how you can gain the skills and the train-
ing you need to succeed in this 21st-century


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:05:20-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




