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the goals of reducing infections, improving
health outcomes, and reducing HIV-related
health disparities. Two years into its implemen-
tation, the Strategy continues to focus Federal,
State, and local efforts on improving the delivery
of HIV/AIDS services, including expanding out-
reach, testing, linkage to care, and treatment.
Testing remains a special priority, and
thanks to quick and accurate tests, finding out
your HIV status has never been easier. The
Affordable Care Act now requires many

health insurance plans to provide recom-
mended preventive health services with no
out-of-pocket costs, giving millions of Ameri-
cans better access to HIV testing. Another
CDC program, the Expanding Testing Initia-
tive, has conducted 2.8 million tests in its first
3 years. Together, these and other efforts will
help prevent new infections and ensure that
people living with HIV lead healthy lives,
moving us towards our goal of an AIDS-free
generation.

Joint Statement by President Obama and Crown Prince Mohammed bin Za-
yed Al Nahyan of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed

Forces of the United Arab Emirates
June 27, 2012

The United States and United Arab Emir-
ates remain deeply committed to close consul-
tation and cooperation to promote peace and
stability in the Gulf region and broader Middle
East. In their meeting at the White House to-
day, President Obama and Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Zayed Al-Nuhayan reviewed the
full range of regional security issues including
Iran, Syria, terrorism, and energy security.

The President and Crown Prince discussed
the ongoing negotiations with Iran on its nucle-
ar program and the three Gulf islands whose
sovereignty is disputed between the UAE and
Iran. They called upon Iran to meet its interna-
tional obligations under the Nuclear Nonpro-
lilferation Treaty and relevant United Nations
Security Council and International Atomic En-
ergy Agency Board of Governors resolutions.
They also called for a peaceful resolution of the
islands™ status, regarding which the United
States strongly supports the UAE’s initiative to
resolve the issue through direct negotiations,
the International Court of Justice, or another
appropriate international forum.

Both the President and Crown Prince ex-
pressed the urgent need to implement the An-
nan plan to prevent further bloodshed in Syria
and their support for a transition plan that
would meet the legitimate aspirations of the
Syrian people. Noting the profound changes
taking place in other countries in the Middle
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East, they called on governments and citizens
alike to avoid violence, advance tolerance, and
protect human rights-particularly the rights of
women. They highlighted the importance of re-
forms that support accountable governance, in-
crease civic participation, and promote econom-
ic opportunities, especially for young people.
The President and Crown Prince pledged to
sustain the two countries’ joint counter-terror-
ism and security initiatives in the region. They
discussed programs to counter violent extrem-
ism and the ideological roots of terrorism, and
welcomed the upcoming launch in October in
Abu Dhabi of the new Center for Countering
Violent Extremism, a project supported by both
countries and the international community.
The President and Crown Prince reaffirmed
their commitment to strong bilateral defense
cooperation to enhance regional security and
deter any threat of aggression against the UAE.
They identified a number of mechanisms to
continue to deepen this cooperation, including
more joint exercises and training, improved
combined planning, and future defense equip-
ment sales. They noted their appreciation that
the militaries of the two governments had
worked together in multiple coalition opera-
tions, including in Desert Storm, Kosovo, Af-
ghanistan, and Libya. They discussed transition
plans for Afghanistan, where UAE Special
Forces units have been deployed for 10 years



as part of broader coalition military and hu-
manitarian stabilization efforts. They pledged
to enhance multilateral cooperation on region-
al security issues through the U.S.-Gulf Coop-
eration Council Strategic Cooperation Forum.

On energy security, the Crown Prince out-
lined the UAE’s ongoing initiatives to reduce
price volatility and ensure reliable supplies to
world markets at prices that support global eco-
nomic growth. The President and Crown
Prince discussed the importance of protecting
critical shipping lanes against threats of aggres-
sion, terrorism, and piracy. The President con-
gratulated the Crown Prince on the announce-
ment of the opening of a new 1.5 million bpd
oil pipeline that crosses the UAE, thus allowing
energy supplies to bypass the Strait of Hormuz,
and also expressed his appreciation for the
UAE’s efforts in the field of renewable energy.

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic
June 27, 2012

The President. Hello, everybody!

Audience members. Hello!

The President. Now, you don’t have to wor-
ry, I will not be singing. We have professionals
for that. [Laughter] But on behalf of Michelle
and myself, T just want to say welcome. We
have a perfect day for a picnic. It is spectacu-
lar.

We want to thank, as usual, our outstanding
Marine Band. They can play anything at any
time. And we're so grateful for their service to
our country. Obviously, that goes to all our
men and women in uniform. And today is a
great day for us to acknowledge everything
they do to provide our liberty and way of life.

I want to say a special welcome not only to
the Members of Congress, but most impor-
tantly, to their families, because Michelle re-
minds me every day how difficult it is to be
married to a politician. [Laughter] And the sac-
rifices that all of you make—the birthday par-
ties that get missed or the soccer games that
you're late to, the travel that keeps you away
from your loved ones—all of that obviously is
in service of our country, and you guys are
serving alongside those of us who hold elective
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The President and Crown Prince welcomed
their countries’ strong bilateral economic, cul-
tural, and social ties, noting that the UAE is
one of the largest trading partners of the Unit-
ed States in the Middle East. The President
thanked the UAE for hosting the Global En-
trepreneurship Summit this December in
Dubai, and reaffirmed U.S. support for en-
couraging broad-based economic growth and
opportunity in the region. The President also
noted with appreciation the significant invest-
ment by the UAE in the United States, includ-
ing in a semiconductor manufacturing facility
in upstate New York scheduled to open later
this year.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

office. So we're thrilled that you have at least
one day where you got a chance to be together
in Washington and nobody is arguing.

So that also just reminds me that for all the
political differences that are sometimes ex-
pressed in this town, we are first and foremost
Americans, not Democrats or Republicans.
And I think all of us want to make sure that
during extraordinarily challenging times for
this country that we constantly keep that in
mind. That’s what the people who sent us here
are expecting. And I know that each of us in
our own way are hopeful that, because of the
work that we do here, we pass on something a
little better and a little brighter to our kids and
our grandkids.

And so I'm looking forward to continuing to
work with you. I'm glad I see some folks here
in shorts—[laughter]—and some Hawaiian
shirts. And so everybody is dressed appropri-
ately for a picnic. If you still have your tie on,
take it off. [Laughter] Make sure to enjoy the
barbecue, enjoy the music. And

The First Lady. Go see the garden.

The President. Go see the garden if you
want.
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