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§ 13903. Registration of freight forwarders 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall register 
a person to provide service subject to jurisdic-
tion under subchapter III of chapter 135 as a 
freight forwarder if the Secretary finds that the 
person is fit, willing, and able to provide the 
service and to comply with this part and appli-
cable regulations of the Secretary and the 
Board. 

(b) REGISTRATION AS CARRIER REQUIRED.—The 
freight forwarder may provide transportation as 
the carrier itself only if the freight forwarder 
also has registered to provide transportation as 
a carrier under this chapter. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 103, Dec. 29, 1995, 
109 Stat. 884; amended Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, 
§ 4142(b), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 1747; Pub. L. 
110–244, title III, § 305(d), June 6, 2008, 122 Stat. 
1620.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in section 10923 of this title prior to the general 

amendment of this subtitle by Pub. L. 104–88, § 102(a). 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–244 amended subsec. (a) 

generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 
‘‘(1) HOUSEHOLD GOODS.—The Secretary shall register 

a person to provide service subject to jurisdiction under 

subchapter III of chapter 135 as a freight forwarder of 

household goods if the Secretary finds that the person 

is fit, willing, and able to provide the service and to 

comply with this part and applicable regulations of the 

Secretary and the Board. 
‘‘(2) OTHERS.—The Secretary may register a person to 

provide service subject to jurisdiction under subchapter 

III of chapter 135 as a freight forwarder (other than a 

freight forwarder of household goods) if the Secretary 

finds that such registration is needed for the protection 

of shippers and that the person is fit, willing, and able 

to provide the service and to comply with this part and 

applicable regulations of the Secretary and Board.’’ 
2005—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–59 designated existing 

provisions as par. (1) and inserted heading, inserted ‘‘of 

household goods’’ after ‘‘freight forwarder’’, and added 

par. (2). 

§ 13904. Registration of brokers 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall register, 
subject to section 13906(b), a person to be a 
broker for transportation of property subject to 
jurisdiction under subchapter I of chapter 135, if 
the Secretary finds that the person is fit, will-
ing, and able to be a broker for transportation 
and to comply with this part and applicable reg-
ulations of the Secretary. 

(b) REGISTRATION AS CARRIER REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The broker may provide the 

transportation itself only if the broker also 
has been registered to provide the transpor-
tation as a motor carrier under this chapter. 

(2) LIMITATION.—This subsection does not 
apply to a motor carrier registered under this 
chapter or to an employee or agent of the 
motor carrier to the extent the transportation 
is to be provided entirely by the motor carrier, 
with other registered motor carriers, or with 
rail or water carriers. 

(c) REGULATIONS TO PROTECT SHIPPERS.—Regu-
lations of the Secretary applicable to brokers 
registered under this section shall provide for 
the protection of shippers by motor vehicle. 

(d) BOND AND INSURANCE.—The Secretary may 
impose on brokers for motor carriers of pas-
sengers such requirements for bonds or insur-
ance or both as the Secretary determines are 
needed to protect passengers and carriers deal-
ing with such brokers. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–88, title I, § 103, Dec. 29, 1995, 
109 Stat. 884; amended Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, 
§ 4142(c), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat. 1747; Pub. L. 
110–244, title III, § 305(e), June 6, 2008, 122 Stat. 
1620.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in section 10924 of this title prior to the general 

amendment of this subtitle by Pub. L. 104–88, § 102(a). 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–244 amended subsec. (a) 

generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 

‘‘(1) HOUSEHOLD GOODS.—The Secretary shall register, 

subject to section 13906(b), a person to be a broker of 

household goods for transportation of property subject 

to jurisdiction under subchapter I of chapter 135, if the 

Secretary finds that the person is fit, willing, and able 

to be a broker of household goods for transportation 

and to comply with this part and applicable regulations 

of the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) OTHERS.—The Secretary may register a person to 

provide service subject to jurisdiction under subchapter 

III of chapter 135 as a broker (other than a broker of 

household goods) if the Secretary finds that such reg-

istration is needed for the protection of shippers and 

that the person is fit, willing, and able to provide the 

service and to comply with this part and applicable reg-

ulations of the Secretary and Board.’’ 

2005—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4142(c)(1), (3), des-

ignated existing provisions as par. (1), inserted heading, 

and added par. (2). 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–59, § 4142(c)(2), which di-

rected amendment of par. (1) by inserting ‘‘of household 

goods’’ after ‘‘broker’’, was executed by making the in-

sertion in two places to reflect the probable intent of 

Congress. 

§ 13905. Effective periods of registration 

(a) PERSON HOLDING ICC AUTHORITY.—Any per-
son having authority to provide transportation 
or service as a motor carrier, freight forwarder, 
or broker under this title, as in effect on Decem-
ber 31, 1995, shall be deemed, for purposes of this 
part, to be registered to provide such transpor-
tation or service under this part. 

(b) PERSON REGISTERED WITH SECRETARY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-

graph (2), any person having registered with 
the Secretary to provide transportation or 
service as a motor carrier or motor private 
carrier under this title, as in effect on January 
1, 2005, but not having registered pursuant to 
section 13902(a), shall be treated, for purposes 
of this part, to be registered to provide such 
transportation or service for purposes of sec-
tions 13908 and 14504a. 

(2) EXCLUSIVELY INTRASTATE OPERATORS.— 
Paragraph (1) does not apply to a motor car-
rier or motor private carrier (including a 
transporter of waste or recyclable materials) 
engaged exclusively in intrastate transpor-
tation operations. 

(c) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise provided 
in this part, each registration issued under sec-
tion 13902, 13903, or 13904 shall be effective from 
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