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a little about him. He served in the Army
as a cook with the 331st Supply Company.
He enlisted in June 1918 and served in
France from October of 1918 until October
of 1919. In his civilian life, he opened the
first A&P in Hagerstown, Maryland—good
for him—and later opened his own store.
And since we’re here in this outstanding
health facility, I should also mention that his
uncle helped discover the X-ray process and
brought the procedure to the Johns Hopkins
Hospital in Baltimore. I also learned today
that this fine gentleman actually once met
President Woodrow Wilson. I think in
France, I believe, in Versailles in France, he
met President Wilson. Now, let me tell you
why that’s important. Not only was President
Wilson a member of the same political party
as I am, but every year there’s a new Presi-
dent, a famous American shoe company,
Johnson and Murphy from Nashville, Ten-
nessee, writes the President a letter and of-
fers the President a pair of shoes and tells
you what every other President’s ordered
since 1856. So when I got my shoes, they
said, ‘‘Dear Mr. President, you have the big-
gest feet in the White House since Woodrow
Wilson.’’ [Laughter] So, Mr. Deetjen, we’re
glad to see you.

Mr. Robert Hannah. Where is he? Let’s
recognize him. Here he is. Mr. Hannah
served as a courier in the 317th Infantry from
September of 1917 through June of 1919. He
worked as a logger. He helped to build the
Cass Railroad in West Virginia. He worked
in an aircraft plant. His last job was with
Bethlehem Steel in Sparrows Point, Mary-
land. He’s certainly earned his way through
life. Let’s give him a hand. [Applause]

And our last honoree is Mr. Milton Gar-
land from Waynesboro, Pennsylvania. Stand
up, Mr. Garland. This man has an amazing
story. He served in the first division of the
Navy from July of 1918 through September
of 1921. At the age of 98, he is still known
as ‘‘Mr. Refrigeration’’ because, at his age,
he still teaches refrigeration classes in
Waynesboro for the Frick Refrigeration
Company. He has designed ice rinks, food
refrigeration units, and petrochemical con-
trols, and he’s still working at his chosen pro-
fession. Let’s give him a hand. [Applause]

I close by asking you to remember that
the service that these fine people rendered
is being replicated today all around the world
by the men and women who wear our uni-
forms. Today they are the best-trained, best-
equipped, ablest people who have ever worn
the uniform of the United States of America.
They would not be able to do that today,
had it not been for the contributions of peo-
ple like these four men we honor. So I ask
you to remember what this says: A grateful
Nation remembers. Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:04 p.m. in the
Domiciliary. In his remarks, he referred to Thom-
as Weaver, director of the Veterans Medical Cen-
ter.

Statement on Signing the
Department of Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1994
November 11, 1993

Today I have signed into law, H.R. 2520,
the ‘‘Department of the Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1994.’’

H.R. 2520 provides funds for various pro-
grams of the Department of the Interior and
Energy, the Forest Service (Department of
Agriculture), and the Indian Health Service
(Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices). Funding for various independent agen-
cies such as the Smithsonian Institution and
the National Foundation on the Arts and the
Humanities is also included.

The Act provides funding to further the
protection and rehabilitation of America’s in-
ventory of natural and cultural assets, includ-
ing our national parks and forests.

I am pleased that the Act includes funding
in support of the Forest Plan for the Pacific
Northwest, which will help both to begin im-
plementation of ecosystem management and
to offset economic disruptions to forest com-
munities in Washington, Oregon, and North-
ern California.

The Act provides funding for my proposal
to establish a National Biological Survey.
This new bureau within the Department of
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the Interior will facilitate improvement in the
quality of biological research. Better science
will result in improved decision-making in
the management of the Nation’s federally
managed lands and will enable Federal land
managers to avoid future contentious actions
under the Endangered Species Act.

The Act provides funding for a number
of my investment proposals for energy con-
servation and fossil energy research and de-
velopment. These investments are important
for our Nation’s energy future.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 11, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 2520, approved November 11, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–138.

Statement on Signing the
Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 1994
November 11, 1993

Today I have signed into law, H.R. 3116,
the ‘‘Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 1994.’’ H.R. 3116 supports the Adminis-
tration’s major defense priorities and reflects
a spirit of cooperation between the Adminis-
tration and the Congress to provide for a
strong national defense. I am very pleased
that the Congress has addressed budget
issues in such a way that provides balanced
support for my number one priority, the
readiness of our forces. I also appreciate the
support that the Congress has given to key
investment and modernization proposals, es-
pecially my efforts to create a strong defense
reinvestment program.

However, I do have serious reservations
about a provision in section 8151 of this Act.
I construe section 8151(b)(2)(ii) as not re-
stricting my constitutional responsibility and
authority as Commander In Chief, including
my ability to place U.S. combat forces under
the temporary tactical control of a foreign
commander where to do otherwise would
jeopardize the safety of U.S. combat forces
in support of UNOSOM II. Such U.S. com-
bat forces shall, however, remain under the

operational command and control of U.S.
commanders at all times.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 11, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 3116, approved November 11, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–139.

Remarks in a Telephone
Conversation With Congressman Ed
Pastor on NAFTA
November 12, 1993

Congressman Ed Pastor. Good morning.
The President. Hello, Ed.
Congressman Pastor. Yes, good morning,

Mr. President.
The President. How are you?
Congressman Pastor. I’m doing well, sir,

beautiful weather here in Arizona.
The President. It’s beautiful here, too.
Congressman Pastor. The reason I called

you was to let you know that November 17,
we’ll be supporting you on the free-trade
agreement.

The President. Thank you very much. We
need your help.

Congressman Pastor. And I give a lot of
credit to this to Congressman Esteban
Torres. As you know, he worked very hard
to get that nat. bank. And I know that with
it we can do some things along the border.

I had a conversation yesterday with the
EPA Administrator, and we talked about the
resources that will be available. That was one
of my concerns. So I look forward to working
with her and with you to help the border
communities along our Mexican-U.S. border.

The President. Thank you very much, Ed.
As you well know, these environmental dif-
ficulties are going to get a lot better if
NAFTA passes now that we’ve got the devel-
opment bank there. And it also means more
jobs along the border on both sides working
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