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surveys show that there’s literally almost no
awareness among the voters of what this ad-
ministration has accomplished but that it’s
changed rather dramatically in the last 10
days to 2 weeks as Congress has gone home
and people have been able to focus on the
fact that there are more jobs, a lower deficit,
a smaller Federal Government, less regula-
tion, more help for ordinary working families:
the family and medical leave law; the Brady
bill; the crime bill; immunizations for all the
kids in the country under 2; middle class col-
lege loans; apprenticeships for people who
aren’t going to college; an expansion of Head
Start.

It’s been a very long time since there has
been such a productive relationship. But the
people don’t know it because this has been
a contentious 2 years. The Republicans have
been more partisan than any party has against
a President of the opposing party since
World War II. There’s no precedent for it.
And I’ve taken on a lot of tough issues, a
lot of special interest groups. I’ve tried to
change the direction of this country. And
when you do that, you have to be willing to
make enemies and you have to be willing to
see your approval ratings go down in the
short run as people are, at least, confused
by all the conflict which is engendered. Plus,
everybody knows that the nature of the way
Americans get their information today is
more contentious, more divisive, more adver-
sarial than ever before.

So I’ve been given an opportunity now in
the last week or 10 days of this campaign
to get out and talk to the American people
and make my case. The people of Iowa are
fair-minded people. And I was there when
you needed me and so was everybody in my
administration, in a hurry, in the flood. And
we stayed, and we’ve seen this through. I
have been a good President for the farmers
of this country and good for the Iowa econ-
omy and good for the ordinary working peo-
ple of this country. And when the record
comes out, the people will make the right
decision.

Plus, the Republicans are offering us an
unbelievable journey into the past that got
us in so much trouble. I mean, they want
to go back to trickle-down economics.
They’re making a trillion dollars’ worth of

promises: big tax cuts for the wealthy, more
defense expenditures, a balanced budget.
The only way to do it is to have a 20 percent
across-the-board cut in Social Security,
Medicare, and everything else. And if they
don’t intend to do it, they’re going to explode
the deficit and put our economy in deep
trouble once again.

Mr. Bachman. Mr. President, I know
you’ll be saying more of that tomorrow right
here in Des Moines. Thank you very much
for joining us.

The President. Thank you.
Mr. Bachman. And have a safe trip.
The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview began at 5:50 p.m. The
President spoke via satellite from the Rhode Is-
land Convention Center in Providence, RI.

Statement on Signing the
International Antitrust Enforcement
Assistance Act of 1994

November 2, 1994

I am pleased today to sign into law H.R.
4781, the ‘‘International Antitrust Enforce-
ment Assistance Act of 1994.’’ This important
Administration initiative will help the anti-
trust enforcement agencies, the Department
of Justice, and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion (FTC), to protect American consumers
and businesses from price-fixing and other
anticompetitive conduct by international
businesses operating in our markets.

This Act will allow the Attorney General
and the FTC to enter into agreements with
foreign antitrust agencies. Under these
agreements, the foreign agencies will, on a
reciprocal basis, provide investigative infor-
mation in their possession and obtain anti-
trust evidence on our agencies’ behalf from
persons and businesses within their jurisdic-
tion. The Act includes appropriate safeguards
to ensure that any confidential U.S. business
information supplied to foreign antitrust au-
thorities under those agreements will not be
improperly used or disclosed.

This Act reflects the United States’ com-
mitment and resolve to ensure that American
consumers and businesses reap the benefits
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of free and fair trade in our markets, includ-
ing lower prices. It will also ensure that con-
sumers and businesses will not become vic-
tims of anticompetitive market abuses. This
legislation will help us in enforcing our anti-
trust laws against foreign and international
firms who participate in our markets to the
same extent as they are enforced against U.S.
firms. Until now, U.S. antitrust enforcement
agencies have often found vital evidence to
be out of reach abroad.

At the initiative of Attorney General Reno
and Assistant Attorney General Bingaman,
this bill was introduced by a bipartisan coali-
tion in both Houses of Congress and quickly
won public and business support. I want to
commend the bill’s sponsors, particularly
Chairman Metzenbaum and Senator Thur-
mond in the Senate, and Chairman Brooks
and Representative Fish in the House, as
well as the congressional leadership, for in-
troducing and bringing this legislation to my
desk so quickly.

I look forward with American consumers
and businesses to the strengthened antitrust
enforcement that should result from this Act.
I am certain that we will achieve the coopera-
tion of our trading partners as we seek to
negotiate these agreements on a reciprocal
basis.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 2, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 4781, approved November 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–438.

Statement on Signing Veterans
Benefits Legislation
November 2, 1994

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
5244, the ‘‘Veterans’ Benefits Improvements
Act of 1994’’ and H.R. 3313, the ‘‘Veterans
Health Programs Extension Act of 1994.’’
These bills address important areas of con-
cern for our Nation’s veterans.

The primary purpose of H.R. 5244, the
‘‘Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act of
1994,’’ is to authorize compensation to Per-
sian Gulf War veterans suffering from dis-
abilities resulting from undiagnosed illnesses

possibly incurred during service in the Per-
sian Gulf theater of operations.

Some of our Persian Gulf War veterans
are suffering from illnesses that cannot be
diagnosed based upon current available sci-
entific and medical data. The lack of a diag-
nosis at this point, however, should not stop
us from providing an expeditious and com-
passionate response to these veterans’ needs.
Our Nation is keenly aware of its responsibil-
ity to the brave men and women who so capa-
bly served our country during the Persian
Gulf conflict. This legislation is designed to
address their needs.

The Act authorizes the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs to compensate Persian Gulf War
veterans who suffer chronic disabilities from
undiagnosed illnesses that became manifest
during or within a specified time after their
service in the Gulf region. It also requires
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to develop
and implement a uniform and comprehen-
sive medical evaluation protocol for veterans
of the Persian Gulf conflict suffering from
unexplained illnesses. I am pleased to say
that this protocol has already been estab-
lished. VA medical centers and facilities are
currently providing appropriate medical as-
sessment, diagnoses, and treatment to Per-
sian Gulf War veterans.

This Act will help to further our investiga-
tion into the adverse health consequences
that may be associated with service in the
Persian Gulf, including potential risks to the
family members of our veterans, by requiring
the VA to evaluate the health status of
spouses and children of Persian Gulf War
veterans. It also requires the VA to imple-
ment an outreach program for Persian Gulf
War veterans, including a newsletter and a
toll-free telephone number to provide infor-
mation concerning available benefits.

The ‘‘Veterans Health Programs Extension
Act of 1994,’’ H.R. 3313, will extend the VA’s
authority to operate a number of veterans
programs and activities. Significantly, this Act
will extend the VA’s authority to provide Per-
sian Gulf War veterans with hospital, nursing
home, and outpatient medical care for dis-
abilities possibly incurred from exposure to
toxic substances or environmental hazards
during service in the Persian Gulf. It also
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