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are social. And what we have to do is to find
the right balance.

And we cannot, any of us, go off in some
sanctimonious huff, saying that just because
we don’t do anything wrong, we shouldn’t
be asked to contribute to our country. And
I’m not just talking about paying taxes.
Whether it’s obeying the speed limit or wear-
ing a helmet or obeying these gun laws, we
all ought to recognize that what—we have
to define the challenges of America at this
time.

And one of the biggest challenges is to
make the American people feel more secure
in a time of very rapid change. There is more
opportunity out there for our people than
ever before. But a lot of Americans are
scared to death, for economic reasons and
because of crime problems and other things.
You, you are making a huge difference to
them.

But when people see you with your uni-
forms, when they see you with these badges,
then all these theoretical debates become
very real. They know what you are. They
know who you are. They know you’re sticking
up for them.

And the more you can make the commu-
nity policing program work, the more you can
make people understand that you’re not try-
ing to take their liberties away by asking them
to wait to check on the handguns ownership
or by dealing with the assault weapons ban,
the more we can bring the American people
back into a consensus again that we have
more personal liberty in this country than any
other democracy in the world but that all of
us have to pay a price to maintain our lib-
erties, to maintain our freedom, to meet the
challenges of this day.

And frankly, when you look at it clear-
headedly, it is a very small price indeed for
the benefit of taking this country into the
21st century still the strongest country in the
world. That’s what the community policing
is all about; that’s what the Brady law is
about; it’s what the assault weapons ban is
all about; it’s what testing those kids in that
school district is all about, for drugs; it’s what
a lot of these controversial issues we’re trying
to deal with are all about.

So I ask you to go home and tell your folks
that we want to preserve our liberties, we

want to preserve our freedom, we want to
enhance their security, but they have to make
some modest contributions to this as well.
That’s what you’re doing, and that’s what we
have to do.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to R. Gil Kerlikowske, Buf-
falo, NY, police commissioner who presented the
President with a Buffalo City Police Department
shield; Mayor Rudolph Giuliani of New York City;
Mayor Emanuel Cleaver II of Kansas City, MO;
and Mayor Marion Barry of Washington, DC.

Statement on the Observance of
Independence Day, 1995
June 29, 1995

I am delighted to join my fellow Americans
in celebrating Independence Day.

Commemorating the birth of the greatest
democracy in the world, the Fourth of July
is a testament to all that is unique about
America. Born of the courage of our founders
and sustained by the spirit and sacrifice of
every generation since, our nation has built
a proud legacy of liberty. On this day, mil-
lions of our citizens join friends and loved
ones at picnics and parades to rejoice in the
blessings of freedom. People of all back-
grounds unite in celebrating the energy and
optimism that have always defined us as a
people.

We are blessed that our country is better
able than any other to face the trials and em-
brace the opportunities of the next century.
Holding fast to the noble principles on which
America was founded, we must look toward
tomorrow with the same love of freedom,
faith in justice, and firm commitment to mov-
ing forward together. These ideals, which
have seen us through more than two cen-
turies of challenge and change, will bring us
ever closer to a future of hope, prosperity,
and peace.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful celebra-
tion.

Bill Clinton

NOTE: An identical message was also made avail-
able by the White House.
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Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on the Georgia
Congressional Redistricting Case
June 29, 1995

I am disappointed by the Supreme Court
decision in the Georgia congressional redis-
tricting case. The decision is a setback in the
struggle to ensure that all Americans partici-
pate fully in the electoral process, and it
threatens to undermine the promise of the
Voting Rights Act.

My administration remains firmly commit-
ted to full enforcement of the Voting Rights
Act. We will continue working to ensure that
minority citizens in racially polarized areas
have an effective remedy against the unlaw-
ful dilution of their votes and against impair-
ment of their ability to participate in the elec-
toral process. Congress, on a bipartisan basis,
passed the Voting Rights Act to fulfill the
constitutional guarantees of full political
rights for all citizens, regardless of race. The
Justice Department will continue its vigorous
enforcement of the law.

We have traveled a long road to fulfill the
promise of political rights for all citizens.
Today is a difficult day on that journey, but
the road does not end here. While the ruling
in the Georgia case is unfortunate, I am grati-
fied that the Court’s statements and actions
make clear that race properly may be consid-
ered in the drawing of legislative districts.

Despite today’s setback, we will not let this
decision turn back the clock. We will not
abandon those citizens who look to the Vot-
ing Rights Act to protect their constitutional
rights.

Statement on Agreement With
Congress on Budget Rescissions
Legislation
June 29, 1995

I am pleased that we have reached an
agreement with Republicans and Democrats
in the Congress on the rescissions bill.

I vetoed the original rescissions bill be-
cause it reduced the deficit the wrong way.
The new bill achieves the same amount of
deficit reduction as the previous bill, but it
does so the right way, by protecting invest-

ments in children, education, national serv-
ice, job training, and the environment that
Congress wanted to cut. These are the kind
of balanced priorities that make sense for our
country as we enter the difficult budget de-
bates ahead.

Specifically, the new legislation restores
$733 million in these critical areas, including
$220 million for the Safe and Drug-Free
Schools program, $60 million for training
teachers and other reforms under Goals
2000, $105 million for AmeriCorps, and $225
million for the safe drinking water program.

Like the original bill, the legislation con-
tains over $16 billion in spending cuts, and
it provides supplemental funds I requested
for disaster relief activities of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, the Fed-
eral response to the bombing in Oklahoma
City, increased antiterrorism efforts, and
debt relief to Jordan to facilitate progress to-
ward a Middle East peace settlement.

We have now achieved a bill that I am
prepared to sign. This is essential legislation,
and I hope the Congress will act on it quickly.
While on balance I believe we made such
significant changes that I am able to sign the
legislation, the bill does contain provisions
I do not support.

I still do not believe this bill should contain
any of the provisions relating to timber. I op-
posed the timber salvage rider because I be-
lieve that it threatens once again to lead to
legal gridlock and to impair, rather than pro-
mote, sustainable economic activity. I con-
tinue to have that concern. But the conferees
did accept important changes in the language
that preserve our ability to implement the
current forest plans and their standards and
to protect other resources such as clean water
and fisheries.

Furthermore, Chairman Hatfield insists
that the timber salvage provisions provide
complete discretion for the administration to
implement these provisions according to our
best judgment.

I take Senator Hatfield at his word. There-
fore, after signing the rescissions bill into law,
I will direct the Secretary of Agriculture, the
Secretary of the Interior, and all other Fed-
eral agencies to carry out timber salvage ac-
tivities consistent with the spirit and intent
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