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I think that it would be fair to say that not
more than 5 or 10 percent of the people in
the United States would be aware of that;
there’s no reason they should be.

But when Congress decided to support
medical education in this way, it served as
a vital lifeline to keep our medical schools
going and doing well and also meeting an
important community need. And again, just
to cut at this level in this way will really be
a blow to the medical schools.

As you well know, we’ve tightened up on
those payments in the last several years any-
way. We’ve tried to practice certain econo-
mies. But to put what is clearly the world’s
finest system of medical education at risk I
think would be a grave error. And that’s an-
other reason that I don’t want to see cuts
of this magnitude, because every, every
American, even Americans who may never
spend a dollar of the Government’s money
through the Medicare program and certainly
may never be eligible for Medicaid, every
American has a clear interest in having the
best trained doctors in the world. And Medi-
care and Medicaid have contributed to that
and need to be able to continue to contribute
to that in an appropriate way. And I thank
you.

Dr. Rabkin. Well, thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. I thank all of you. I’ve en-
joyed this conversation very much. I wish it
had happened face to face. And I thank you
for your concern and your interest. Just keep
speaking up, keep going forward, and we’ll
keep working here to make sure that we do
the right thing.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House to the con-
ference at Lawrence Memorial Hospital of Med-
ford, MA.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
November 13, 1995

This morning’s attack in Riyadh against an
American facility is an outrage. Our condo-
lences and prayers go out to the victims and
their families. We appreciate the speed and
professionalism with which Saudi authorities

have responded to this emergency and will
work closely with them in identifying those
responsible for this cowardly act and bringing
them to justice.

Statement on Signing the Energy and
Water Development Appropriations
Act, 1996
November 13, 1995

Today I have signed into law H.R. 1905,
the ‘‘Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations Act, 1996.’’

I urge the Congress to complete action on
the remaining regular FY 1996 appropria-
tions bills and to send them to me in an ac-
ceptable form. Last year, the Congress had
sent—and I had signed—all 13 appropria-
tions bills by September 30th. Regrettably,
this is only the third bill that I have been
able to sign for this fiscal year.

The Act provides $19.3 billion in budg-
etary resources for programs of the Depart-
ment of Energy, portions of the Departments
of Interior and Defense, the Army Corps of
Engineers, and several smaller agencies.
While the bill does not fully fund my budget
requests in a number of programs, the bill
provides important funding for many major
programs in these agencies.

The bill supports the Administration’s pro-
posal to reinvent the Department of Energy
to improve the way it serves the American
people. The bill provides $6.1 billion for a
critical environmental mission to continue
working cooperatively with States and all
other interested stakeholders to clean up the
Department’s former weapons production
facilities. The bill also fully funds my request
for the Department of Energy’s Stockpile
Stewardship and Management program, as-
suring the safety and reliability of the nuclear
weapons stockpile without nuclear testing. In
addition, the bill provides full funding for one
of my key science initiatives to enhance the
operation and availability of the Department
of Energy’s science facilities, giving more re-
searchers access to these facilities to conduct
more basic and applied research. This is a
modest investment that will leverage a sig-
nificant return from the scientific commu-
nity.
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The enrolled bill provides $4.0 billion for
water resources programs at the Corps of En-
gineers and the Bureau of Reclamation—98
percent of the amount I requested. At the
same time, the Congress added 14
unrequested Corps of Engineers new start
construction projects that will require over
$1.1 billion in total Federal funds to com-
plete, potentially causing delays in ongoing
projects. I look forward to maintaining a dia-
logue with the Congress to formulate a mutu-
ally acceptable reinvention strategy for the
Corps of Engineers.

I am particularly pleased that the Congress
satisfactorily resolved sensitive language
issues that the Administration was concerned
about, including some cases in which lan-
guage contained in earlier versions of the bill
would have overridden environmental laws.

Again, I urge the Congress to meet its re-
sponsibilities by sending me the remaining
regular FY 1996 appropriations bills in ac-
ceptable form.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 13, 1995.

NOTE: H.R. 1905, approved November 13, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–46.

Message to the Congress Returning
Without Approval Continuing
Resolution Legislation
November 13, 1995

To the House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith without my ap-

proval H.J. 115, the Second Continuing Res-
olution for fiscal year 1996.

This legislation would raise Medicare pre-
miums on senior citizens, and deeply cut
education and environmental protection, as
the cost for keeping the government running.
Those are conditions that are not necessary
to meet my goal of balancing the budget.

If I signed my name to this bill now, mil-
lions of elderly couples all across this country
would be forced to sign away $264 more in
Medicare premiums next year, premium
hikes that are not necessary to balance the
budget. If America must close down access
to quality education, a clean environment

and affordable health care for our seniors,
in order to keep the government open, then
that price is too high.

We don’t need these cuts to balance the
budget. And we do not need big cuts in edu-
cation and the environment to balance the
budget. I have proposed a balanced budget
without these cuts.

I will continue to fight for my principles:
a balanced budget that does not undermine
Medicare, education or the environment, and
that does not raise taxes on working families.
I will not take steps that I believe will weaken
our nation, harm our people and limit our
future as the cost of temporarily keeping the
government open.

I continue to be hopeful that we can find
common ground on balancing the budget.
With this veto, it is now up to the Congress
to take the reasonable and responsible
course. They can still avoid a government
shutdown.

Congress still has the opportunity to pass
clean continuing resolution and debt ceiling
bills. These straightforward measures would
allow the United States government to keep
functioning and meet its obligations, without
attempting to force the acceptance of Repub-
lican budget priorities.

Indeed, when Congress did not pass the
13 appropriations bills to fund the govern-
ment for fiscal year 1996 by September 30,
we agreed on a fair continuing resolution that
kept the Government operating and estab-
lished a level playing field while Congress
completed its work.

Now, more than six weeks later, Congress
still has sent me only three bills that I have
been able to sign. Indeed, I am pleased to
be signing the Energy and Water bill today.
This bill is the result of a cooperative effort
between my Administration and the Con-
gress. It shows that when we work together,
we can produce good legislation.

We can have a fair and open debate about
the best way to balance the budget. America
can balance the budget without extreme cuts
in Medicare, Medicaid, education or the en-
vironment—and that is what we must do.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 13, 1995.
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