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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Franklin Graham, president
of Samaritan’s Purse; Mary Damron of Ikes Fork,
WV; and President Jacques Chirac of France.

Statement on the 1st Anniversary of
the Summit of the Americas
December 12, 1995

Last December, I joined the other 33
democratically elected leaders from the
Western Hemisphere in Miami for the his-
toric Summit of the Americas. Working in
a new spirit of cooperation, we set a common
agenda to strengthen the advance of democ-
racy in our region, to protect our environ-
ment and natural resources, to expand oppor-
tunities for our nations and our communities,
and to promote a new partnership for hemi-
spheric prosperity.

Over the last year, the hemisphere’s lead-
ers have worked hard to realize the ambitious
program defined at the summit. We are
working together to challenge money-
launderers, narcotics traffickers, and others
who ignore the rule of law. A new hemi-
spheric Partnership for Pollution Prevention
will phase out the use of leaded gasoline and
other chemicals that contaminate our air and
poison our soil.

In June, we hosted a meeting of regional
trade and commerce ministers to discuss
measures to facilitate trade liberalization and
to begin preparations for the negotiation of
a Free Trade Area of the Americas by the
year 2005. Already, falling trade barriers have
allowed our exports to the hemisphere to
grow by 12 percent in the first half of 1995
to $112 billion, generating over 180,000 ex-
port-related jobs. Steady progress means
more jobs and opportunities for American
workers and U.S. businesses as we look to-
ward the next century.

Working together, the democratic nations
of this hemisphere have achieved much. I
know we can accomplish much more. De-
spite the challenges faced by our hemisphere
this past year, the foundations of the summit
remain strong and our nations, including the
United States, remain committed to our
common goals.

Statement on the Resignation of Lee
Brown as Director of the Office of
National Drug Control Policy
December 12, 1995

It is with regret that I have accepted the
decision of Dr. Lee Brown, Director of the
Office of National Drug Control Policy, to
return to private life and a teaching position.
As Director of the Office of National Drug
Control Policy and as a former police officer,
Dr. Brown has devoted much of his life and
the entirety of the past 21⁄2 years to fighting
the scourge of drugs in America.

My administration is strongly committed
to the battle against drugs, which will never
be over until every child in America knows
that drug use is dangerous, illegal, and
wrong. We still have far to go, but under Dr.
Brown’s stewardship, we have made solid
progress: cracking down on the international
drug trade by breaking the powerful Cali
drug cartel, calling for drug testing of high
school athletes, toughening punishment of
drug-related violence, and challenging the
entertainment industry and sports figures to
do their part to speak out about the dangers
of drugs.

I am grateful for Dr. Brown’s good service
and for the groundwork that he has laid. My
administration will not rest until every young
American knows the difference between
right and wrong when it comes to drug use.

Letter to Senators Robert Dole and
John McCain on the Balkan Peace
Process
December 12, 1995

Dear Mr. Leader:
I am writing in response to your Decem-

ber 12 letter on equip and train. You raise
several questions to which I would like to
respond.

First of all, the United States will take a
leadership role in coordinating an inter-
national effort to ensure that the Bosnian
Federation receives the assistance necessary
to achieve an adequate military balance when
IFOR leaves. As in all things related to our
effort to bringing peace to the region, U.S.
leadership has been critical.
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