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financial resources to pay the awards. Iraq’s
intransigence means that the victims of its
aggression remain uncompensated for their
losses over 4 years after the end of the Gulf
War.

To conclude, Iraq remains a serious threat
to regional peace and stability. I remain de-
termined that Iraq comply fully with all its
obligations under the U.N. Security Council
Resolutions. My Administration will continue
to oppose any relaxation of sanctions until
Iraq demonstrates peaceful intentions
through its overall compliance with the rel-
evant resolutions.

I appreciate the support of the Congress
for our efforts and shall continue to keep the
Congress informed about this important
issue.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report on Cyprus
January 4, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question. The previous submis-
sion covered progress through September 30,
1995. The current submission covers the pe-
riod October 1, 1995, through November 30,
1995.

The focus of my Administration’s activity
during this reporting period was preparations
for the December trip to Cyprus of my Spe-
cial Emissary, Richard Beattie. Mr. Beattie’s
travel reflects my interest in intensifying
United States Government efforts to achieve
progress towards an intercommunal settle-
ment. His ongoing work supports the U.N.-
led effort to attain lasting peace on the island.
Consultations with the parties confirmed that
security has not diminished as a key concern
for both sides.

With respect to Cyprus’ European Union
(EU) accession process, in discussions with

European officials and others, my represent-
atives continued to urge that the EU engage
both communities regularly to explain what
EU membership would mean for a federal
Cyprus state. Such dialogue would encourage
the parties to use the period before accession
negotiations to establish a bizonal,
bicommunal federation that could ultimately
enter the EU.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Statement on Signing District of
Columbia Appropriations Legislation
January 4, 1996

Today I have signed into law House Joint
Resolution 153, which provides authority for
the District of Columbia to continue full op-
erations.

This measure continues the authority pro-
vided by the Fourth Continuing Resolution
for FY 1996, which I signed December 22,
and will enable the District to continue to
operate, using District funds, through Janu-
ary 25.

Because H.J. Res. 153 allows the District
government to continue to operate without
disruption, it is a step in the right direction.
Nevertheless, it is only a step. It does not
end the partial shutdown of the Federal Gov-
ernment that continues to affect the Depart-
ments of Commerce, Education, Health and
Human Services, Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, Interior, Justice, Labor, State, and
Veterans Affairs; the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency; the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration; the Small Business
Administration; and nearly three dozen
smaller agencies.

This shutdown is hurting millions of inno-
cent Americans—such as the 600,000 senior
citizens who may not get services under the
‘‘Meals on Wheels’’ program, or the 2,500
moderate- and low-income working families
per day who cannot get their Federal Hous-
ing Administration (FHA) mortgage loans
processed. The longer the shutdown contin-
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ues, the more Americans across the country
will feel its impact.

The shutdown has forced the Administra-
tion to furlough 280,000 workers in these de-
partments and agencies. And while the Ad-
ministration has kept 480,000 others on the
job because they perform emergency serv-
ices, we cannot pay them until the shutdown
ends. Thus, by not ending the shutdown, the
Congress is disrupting the lives of three-
quarters of a million Federal workers, most
of whom live paycheck to paycheck and are
having severe problems paying their mort-
gages or rent, buying food, and protecting
their families.

I am concerned that this bill contains an
objectionable provision that would single out
poor women by prohibiting the use of Dis-
trict funds for providing abortion services. I
oppose including this provision in the regular
fiscal year 1996 District of Columbia Appro-
priations Bill, and I urge the Congress to
send that bill to me—in a form I can sign—
as expeditiously as possible.

Once again, I urge the Congress to end
this shutdown immediately by sending me an
acceptable continuing resolution to fund
these departments and agencies, or accept-
able fiscal 1996 appropriations bills for them.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 4, 1996.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 153, approved January 4, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–90. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on January 5.

Memorandum on Relations With the
Palestine Liberation Organization
January 4, 1996

Presidential Determination No. 96–8

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Suspending Restrictions on U.S.
Relations with the Palestine Liberation
Organization

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
the Middle East Peace Facilitation Act of
1994, part E of title V, Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995,

Public Law 103–236, as amended (‘‘the
Act’’), I hereby:

(1) certify that it is in the national interest
to suspend application of the following provi-
sions of law until March 31, 1996:

(A) Section 307 of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C.
2227), as it applies with respect to the
Palestine Liberation Organization or
entities associated with it;

(B) Section 114 of the Department of
State Authorization Act, Fiscal Years
1984 and 1985 (22 U.S.C. 287e note),
as it applies with respect to the Pal-
estine Liberation Organization or en-
tities associated with it;

(C) Section 1003 of the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1988
and 1989 (22 U.S.C. 2502); and

(D) Section 37, Bretton Woods Agree-
ment Act (22 U.S.C. 286w), as it ap-
plies to the granting to the Palestine
Liberation Organization of observer
status or other official status at any
meeting sponsored by or associated
with the International Monetary
Fund.

(2) certify that the Palestine Liberation
Organization continues to abide by the com-
mitments described in section 583(b)(4) of
the Act.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this determination to the Congress and
to publish it in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on January 5.

Remarks to Senior Citizens at St.
Monica’s Episcopal Church
January 5, 1996

Well, let me first thank Father Darko for
his comments and for the work being done
here at St. Monica’s Church. I was hoping
he’d say something—I’ve never seen a
preacher pass up a podium. [Laughter] And
I’m glad he didn’t. [Laughter]

I want to thank the Friendship House for
the leadership shown in being a true friend
to our seniors. I want to thank all of you espe-
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