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incentives for personal responsibility and
family self-sufficiency. In all of these initia-
tives, HUD has worked closely with the Con-
gress and with public housing managers and
residents, elected officials, and Federal and
local law enforcement agencies.

Today, the majority of the Nation’s ap-
proximately 3,400 public housing authorities
provide safe, attractive, quality homes. But
there remains too much public housing in
this country that is ravaged by drugs, crime,
and violence.

It is imperative that we protect the ability
of all individuals to live in safety and free
from fear, intimidation, and abuse. It is also
imperative that our precious public housing
resources be made available only to respon-
sible, law-abiding individuals. We must have
zero tolerance for those who threaten the
safety and well-being of decent families and
innocent children who live in public housing.

That is why, in my State of the Union Ad-
dress, I expressed my strong support for a
clear and straightforward rule for those who
endanger public housing communities by
dealing drugs or engaging in other criminal
activity: One Strike and You’re Out of public
housing.

At my request, HUD has now developed,
in consultation with the Department of Jus-
tice, new national Guidelines on One Strike
and You’re Out. These new Guidelines set
forth how each public housing authority
should use applicant screening and tenant
eviction procedures to keep out drug dealers
and other criminals who threaten the safety
and the well-being of residents. These
Guidelines are meant to ensure that One
Strike and You’re Out is effective and that
it is fair.

You have advised me that HUD intends
to amend its public housing performance
evaluation regulations so that the overall
‘‘grade’’ HUD gives annually to each local
housing authority will be based, in part, on
how effectively it has implemented the type
of applicant screening and tenant eviction
policies set forth in the new Guidelines. I
understand that this ‘‘grade’’ can affect both
the amount of Federal funding a public hous-
ing authority receives and the degree of Fed-
eral oversight to which a public housing au-
thority will be subject.

I hereby direct you to disseminate these
important new Guidelines on One Strike and
You’re Out to each of this Nation’s public
housing authorities. I also direct you to en-
sure that these Guidelines are made available
to public housing residents, Federal and local
law enforcement agencies, community lead-
ers, and appropriate elected officials.

One Strike and You’re Out is one compo-
nent of comprehensive initiatives already un-
derway to improve safety and quality of life
in public housing. We will continue to work
with the Congress, and with public housing
authorities, residents, local officials, and law
enforcement agencies, to rid our public hous-
ing of drugs, violence, and crime.

William J. Clinton

Statement on Senate Action on the
Line-Item Veto
March 28, 1996

I want to commend the Senate for passing
legislation to give the President line-item
veto authority. While not a perfect bill, the
conference report as passed by the Senate
will give Presidents the ability to cut wasteful
Government spending and special interest
tax provisions.

I have advocated the line-item veto for a
very long time. I had the line-item veto when
I was Governor of Arkansas; I advocated the
line-item veto when I ran for President; and
I have pursued it since becoming President.

The President, no matter what party,
needs the line-item veto to ensure that our
public resources are put to the best possible
uses during these times of tight budgets.
While I note that this authority does not be-
come effective until the next Congress, I
urge the House to follow the Senate’s lead
and pass the conference report now.

Statement on Congressional Inaction
on Minimum Wage Legislation
March 28, 1996

I am disappointed that the Republican
leadership has again prevented the Congress
from even voting on whether to raise the
minimum wage and give 10 million Ameri-
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