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not going to allow your project in here—if
the President started doing that, and it was
unrelated to the real merits of the underlying
spending provision, then I believe the Con-
gress would respond by passing these bills
separately.

Keep in mind the ultimate protection the
Congress has: If the President abuses his au-
thority, the ultimate protection the Congress
has is the clear ability to have these bills
voted on separately and publicly. And then
the President’s veto gets singled out. The
President could veto it, that spending bill
again, too. Then the President would be ulti-
mately held accountable by the people,
through the reporting of the process in the
press.

And let me also say that I found—you
know, I was a Governor for quite a long time
before I came here, and what I found was—
and I’m sure Governor Romer could cor-
roborate this—is that once this mechanism
is in place and people understand that the
Executive is prepared to use it, it becomes
necessary to use it less, that its main benefit
after a few years is that it exists in reserve,
because it changes the whole shape of the
budget negotiations and makes these bills
less subject to this sort of catch-all spending.

Now, it will take some years, perhaps, for
that to happen here, but we are doing this
for the long run. None of us who have sup-
ported this—and I’m sure the representa-
tives from the business groups, the taxpayers
unions, and others would say the same
thing—none of us have ever pretended that
this was some sort of miraculous cure-all. But
we believe it will put discipline into this
budget, and it will really help over the long
run to give the American people a kind of
budgeting process they need, as well as re-
ducing waste and helping to move the budget
into balance.

Thank you.
Q. Are you sure you will be using it next

year?
The President. Well, that’s up to the

bosses out there. But I’ll tell you this, I was
more than happy—the majority in the Con-
gress wanted to wait until January to put it
in, for their own reasons, and when I was
asked about it, without a moment’s hesi-

tation, I said yes. That was a reasonable com-
promise for me.

I think this is so important that we
shouldn’t—if they want to take it out of the
context of this year’s elections and the fall’s
budget negotiations, I think it is so important
to get into the law for the long run it was
fine with me. I was very happy to do that.
I don’t have any problem with it. We did
it. It’s the right thing to do, and it’s been
done, and we did it together, and that’s the
way we ought to do more things.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Roy Romer of Colorado. S.
4, approved April 9, was assigned Public Law No.
104–130.

Statement on Signing the Line Item
Veto Act
April 9, 1996

Today I am very pleased to sign into law
S. 4, the Line Item Veto Act.

This new law shows what we can achieve
when we put our partisan differences aside
and work together for the Nation. Members
of both parties have fought for this legislation
because they believed that no matter which
party has control of the White House or the
Congress, the line item veto would be good
for the country.

I have consistently supported a Presi-
dential line item veto as a Governor, as a
candidate for President in 1992, and as Presi-
dent the last 3 years.

Starting with Ulysses S. Grant, Presidents
of both parties have sought the line item veto
so they could eliminate waste in the Federal
budget. Most recently, Presidents Reagan
and Bush called for its passage, as did many
Members of Congress.

With this authority, Presidents will have
a valuable new tool to ensure that the Fed-
eral Government is spending public re-
sources as wisely as possible. It will permit
the President to cancel discretionary spend-
ing, new entitlement authority, and tax provi-
sions that benefit special interests at the ex-
pense of the public interest.
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This carefully defined authority is also a
practical and principled means of serving the
constitutional balance of powers. The mod-
ern congressional practice of presenting the
President with omnibus legislation reduces
the President’s ability to play the role in en-
acting laws that the Constitution intended.
This new authority brings us closer to the
Founders’ view of an effective executive role
in the legislative process. The President will
be able to prevent the Congress from enact-
ing special interest provisions under the cloak
of a 500- or 1,000-page bill. Special interest
provisions that do not serve the national in-
terest will no longer escape proper scrutiny.

No one, of course, believes the line item
veto is a cure-all for the budget deficit. In-
deed, even without the line item veto, we
are already cutting the deficit in half—as I
had promised to do when I ran for President.
But the line item veto will provide added dis-
cipline by ensuring that as tight budgets in-
creasingly squeeze our resources, we will put
our public funds to the best possible uses.

I call on the leaders of the Congress, in
the spirit of bipartisanship reflected in to-
day’s bill signing, to join me in continuing
to make progress. We should move ahead by
reaching an agreement to balance the budget
by 2002.

Over the last several months, I have
worked closely with congressional leaders to
reach such an agreement. In fact, we have
about $700 billion in common savings. We
should finish our work this year.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 9, 1996.

NOTE: S. 4, approved April 9, was assigned Public
Law No. 104–130.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Konstandinos Simitis
of Greece and an Exchange With
Reporters
April 9, 1996

Greece-U.S. Relations
President Clinton. Let me say it’s a great

honor for me to welcome Prime Minister
Simitis here, along with his party. Greece has

been a long and strong ally of the United
States, and I’m looking forward to discussing
a number of issues, including how we can
be helpful in resolving some of the difficul-
ties in the Aegean.

Let me say, first of all, that I think all these
issues should be resolved without the use of
force or the threat of force, with both parties
agreeing to abide by international agree-
ments and with a mutual respect for terri-
torial integrity. With regard to the Imia ques-
tion, the United States has already said we
believe it should be submitted to the Inter-
national Court of Justice or some other inter-
national arbitration forum.

I also want to thank Greece for its leader-
ship in trying to resolve the problems in the
future of the Balkans in a positive way.
Greece is participating in IFOR and is work-
ing with the challenges presented in Albania,
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
in a number of other ways.

And finally, I hope we have a chance to
talk about Cyprus a little bit. This has been
an area of intense interest for me since I be-
came President, and I hope that we can do
more in that area to help that situation to
be resolved.

Iranian Arms Shipments to Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, are you concerned about

the investigation of Iranian arms shipments
to Bosnia during the war?

President Clinton. No.
Q. Did you allow it to happen?
President Clinton. Our record on that is

clear. Mr. Lake has talked about it. There
was absolutely nothing improper done.

Q. You know, Bob Dole supported lifting
the arms embargo, and now he is talking
about possible investigation of the flow of
arms. What do you think is going on there,
Mr. President?

President Clinton. He also took the posi-
tion that we had the right to unilaterally lift
it.

Q. What do you think his motives are
though?

President Clinton. You all can comment
on what is going on. I’m just going to try
to do my job.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]
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