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4 years, when we start that new century,
every 8-year-old in this country can pick up
a book and say, ‘‘I can read this all by myself.’’
Will you help me do this? [Applause]

I want to make sure we connect every sin-
gle, solitary classroom and library in America
to the information superhighway; to make
sure we have the computers, the educational
materials, the trained teachers; and most im-
portant, that all these classrooms are con-
nected to the Internet, the World Wide Web,
all these networks.

Now, if you’re not a big computer person,
you may not understand exactly what that
means. Let me tell you what that means in
practical terms. It means for the first time
in history, children in the poorest rural school
districts in America, children in every Native
American schoolroom, children in every
inner-city school, children in every suburban
school, children in the poorest, the most mid-
dle class, and the wealthiest schools, public
and private, in America for the first time
ever, they will all have access to the same
information in the same time in the same
way. Will you help me do that? [Applause]

And finally, we can make a college edu-
cation available to all Americans. And I pro-
pose to do it in three ways: Number one,
I want you to be able to save in an IRA but
withdraw from it without any penalties if
you’re spending your savings for a college
education or medical costs or buying a first-
time home. Number two, I propose to make
2 years of education after high school as uni-
versal as a high school diploma is today by
simply saying, ‘‘You can take off of your tax
bill, dollar-for-dollar, the cost of the typical
community college tuition for 2 years.’’ Will
you help me do that? [Applause] And finally,
I believe you ought to be able to deduct from
your taxes—you ought to be able to deduct
up to $10,000 a year from your taxable in-
come for the cost of college tuition, any kind
of college, for people of any age. Will you
help me do that? [Applause]

My fellow Americans, we are better off
than we were 4 years ago and not just in
economic terms, for this is not just about the
economy. This is about what kind of America
we want our children to live in. And I think
every day—every day I think, what do I want
my country to be like when we start that new

century? What do I want my country to be
like when my daughter is my age, when her
children are my age?

And before you vote, I hope you will take
just a little time and see if you can ask your-
self, ‘‘Can I say in 30 seconds or a minute
what I want America to be like when we start
that new century, when my children are my
age, when my grandchildren are my age?’’
If you will ask the question, I bet you will
get an answer not very different than mine.

And then we will build that bridge to
America’s best days. There are 23 days left.
I ask every one of you here today to take
some time not only to vote but to reach out
to others, to be a good citizen, to influence
those whom you can influence and say, ‘‘Will
you help me build that bridge to the 21st
century?’’

Thank you. God bless you. Thank you,
New Mexico.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m. in front
of the KiMo Theater on Central Ave. In his re-
marks, he referred to congressional candidates
John Wertheim and Shirley Baca; senatorial can-
didate Art Trujillo; Eric Serna, New Mexico cor-
poration commission; Mayor Martin Chavez of Al-
buquerque; former Gov. Toney Anaya and former
Gov. Jerry Apodaca of New Mexico. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Statement on Signing the Water
Resources Development Act of 1996
October 12, 1996

Today I am signing into law S. 640, the
‘‘Water Resources Development Act of
1996,’’ which authorizes water resources de-
velopment projects and programs in support
of the Department of the Army’s Civil Works
mission.

I am very pleased that the Congress has
passed this important legislation. It rep-
resents the culmination of a 4-year effort on
the part of the Administration and the Con-
gress to enact legislation to preserve and de-
velop water infrastructure needs critical to
the Nation’s safety, environment, and eco-
nomic security. It will serve to improve the
Nation’s water-related infrastructure, create
new jobs for Americans, and encourage both
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economic growth and environmental restora-
tion and protection.

This bill represents another important step
forward for the Florida Everglades—one of
America’s richest treasures. Three years ago,
my Administration made the Everglades one
of our highest environmental priorities, es-
tablishing a special task force to coordinate
Federal activities in the area. In February
of this year, the Vice President announced
our comprehensive program to restore the
Florida Everglades. Several weeks later, I
signed a Farm Bill that provided a $200 mil-
lion downpayment on Everglades restoration;
it was sponsored by the Florida delegation
with support from Republican and Demo-
cratic leaders in the Congress. I called on
the Congress again to enact our comprehen-
sive Everglades restoration plan.

This legislation enacts the majority of that
plan, establishing the Everglades and South
Florida Ecosystem Restoration Program. It
directs the Secretary of the Army to work
in partnership with various State and Federal
agencies participating in the South Florida
Ecosystem Restoration Task Force to coordi-
nate a long-term restoration effort. It author-
izes a number of projects to restore and pro-
tect the South Florida ecosystem.

After decades of decline in the Everglades,
the people of South Florida and the Nation
should take great pride in the steps we have
taken together to bring them back. Restora-
tion will take many years of hard work and
cooperation, but we know we are on the right
track.

Apart from the Everglades provisions, this
legislation also includes revisions to cost shar-
ing, which require non-Federal interests to
provide a minimum of 35 percent of the costs
of both flood control projects and environ-
mental protection and restoration projects
authorized in the future. I would have pre-
ferred that the non-Federal share be in-
creased to 50 percent and that the new cost
sharing apply to projects authorized in this
bill. Nevertheless, the changes here rep-
resent a significant first step toward greater
non-Federal participation in key water re-
source projects of the future. These changes
also represent recognition of the need for
non-Federal beneficiaries to share more fully
in the cost of such projects in these times

of Federal fiscal constraints. Flood control
cost-sharing provisions also require the non-
Federal project sponsors to develop flood
management plans that will help reduce the
potential for future flood damages.

I am concerned about the potential overall
Federal cost of the bill. Under existing budg-
et constraints, many projects and initiatives
authorized by this bill cannot be funded with-
in a reasonable timeframe. Thus, such au-
thorizations may raise unrealistic expecta-
tions for non-Federal sponsors who expect
timely project initiation and completion. I am
also concerned about certain provisions of
the bill that assign responsibilities to the Fed-
eral Government that more appropriately be-
long to State and local governments or the
private sector, that are inconsistent with es-
tablished cost-sharing rules, or that authorize
projects that are not economically justified.

On balance though, this is important legis-
lation that will not only help save the Ever-
glades, but also promote responsible water
resources projects and programs. I appre-
ciate the diligent efforts of all involved to
produce a bill that continues the vital role
of the Army Corps of Engineers in building
and maintaining a strong water resources
program. This legislation will continue and
in many ways strengthen the Federal/non-
Federal partnership principles started in
1986. It will also allow the Army Corps of
Engineers to maintain an orderly program
for the construction of productive water re-
sources projects.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 12, 1996.

NOTE: S. 640, approved October 12, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–303. This statement was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on Oc-
tober 14.

Remarks After Signing the Wildfire
Suppression Aircraft Transfer Act of
1996 and an Exchange With
Reporters in Albuquerque
October 14, 1996

The President. Thank you, Senator Binga-
man and Congressman Richardson. I want
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