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no one could have suspected. Today I am
here in no small measure because she was
there.

She was one of the easiest choices I made
for any appointment when I became Presi-
dent. As she left to become our Ambassador
to France, she told us all with a smile, ‘‘Now
my home in Paris will be your home. Please
come and visit, but not all at once.’’ [Laugh-
ter] It seemed she had been having us at
her home all at once for too many years. So
a lot of us took her up on her invitation to
come to Paris. After Hillary and I had been
there the first time, I must say I wondered
which one of us got the better job. [Laugh-
ter]

In many ways her whole life was a prepara-
tion for these last 4 years of singular service
and achievement. She represented America
with wisdom, grace, and dignity, earning the
confidence of France’s leaders, the respect
of its people, the devotion of her staff.

Born a European, an American by choice,
as she liked to say, Pamela worked hard to
build the very strongest ties between our two
countries and continents. She understood
that to make yourself heard you had to know
how to listen. And with the special apprecia-
tion of one not native born, she felt to her
bones America’s special leadership role in
the world.

Today, we see her legacy in the growing
promise of a Europe undivided, secure, and
free, a legacy that moved President Chirac
last week to confer upon Pamela the Grand
Cross of the Legion of Honor, France’s high-
est award. He said then that seldom since
Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson
had America been so well served in France.

There is one image of Pamela Harriman
I will always treasure. I can see her now,
standing on the windswept beaches of Nor-
mandy on the 50th anniversary of D-Day.
She had told many of us of the long, tense
night in England half a century before, as
they waited for news about the transports
plowing toward the shore, filled with young
soldiers, American, British, and Free French.
Now, 50 years later, history had come full
circle, and she was there as an active life
force in the greatest continuing alliance for
freedom the world has ever known.

I was so glad that Randolph read a few
moments ago from the book of Sir Winston
Churchill’s essays that Pamela loved so well
and gave to so many of us who were her
friends. The passage he read not only de-
scribes her own life, it is her valediction to
us, her final instruction about how we should
live our lives. And I think she would like this
service to be not only grand, as it is, but to
be a final instruction from her to us about
what we should now do.

Let me quote just a portion of what was
said a few moments ago. ‘‘Let us reconcile
ourselves to the mysterious rhythm of our
destinies such as they must be in this time—
in this world of time and space. Let us treas-
ure our joys but not bewail our sorrows. The
glory of light cannot exist without the shad-
ows. Life is a whole, and the journey has
been well worth making.’’

Throughout her glorious journey, Pamela
Harriman lightened the shadows of our lives.
Now she is gone. In the mysterious rhythm
of her destiny, she left us at the pinnacle of
her public service, with the promise of her
beloved America burning brighter because of
how she lived in her space and time. What
a journey it was and well worth making.

May God comfort her family and countless
friends, and may He keep her soul indomi-
table forever.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:26 a.m. at Wash-
ington National Cathedral. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Pamela Harriman’s grandson, Randolph
Churchill, and her late husband, W. Averell Har-
riman.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
of Israel and an Exchange With
Reporters
February 13, 1997

The President. Let me say two things.
First of all, I’m delighted to have the Prime
Minister back in Washington, and I applaud
the terrific effort that he and Chairman
Arafat made to resolve the issues relating to
Hebron. And I’m looking forward to the next
steps.

The second thing I’d like to say is, we are
going to have a press conference after this
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is over, and because we have a lot of things
to discuss and a limited amount of time to
discuss them, I would prefer if we would
defer all questions until the press conference.
I will give you an extended opportunity to
ask questions related to this, and I know you
have some other questions on other things,
but I’d rather answer them at the press con-
ference.

Q. And I’ll obey you for a change. [Laugh-
ter]

Q. Sir, I like your tie.
The President. Thank you. Pamela Har-

riman gave me that the last time I was in
Paris. That’s why I wore it today. Her last
gift to me was this tie. That’s why I wore
it today.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

The President. Let me make a brief state-
ment, if I might. First of all, I am very, very
pleased that the Prime Minister is back in
Washington. I’m looking forward to our
meeting. I want, once again, to congratulate
him for the agreement that was made with
Chairman Arafat over Hebron. It was a brave
and wise thing to do. Obviously, the United
States wants to make whatever contribution
we can to the continuation of a peace proc-
ess.

The second thing I would like to say is
that we have a lot of things to discuss here,
as you might imagine, and a limited time in
which to discuss them. I will be happy to
take your questions, but I would like to defer
it until our press conference. And at least
I and I think the Prime Minister will be will-
ing to stay for a reasonable period of time
to get virtually all the questions out. But we
need to get on with our meeting now.

Q. Mr. President, are you willing to take—
[inaudible]—the Hamas member, to Is-
rael——

The President. I’ll answer the questions
at the press conference.

Prime Minister Netanyahu. This is the
Israeli press, Mr. President.

The President. No, it’s okay.
Q. What’s wrong with the Israeli press?
Prime Minister Netanyahu. A very good

press.

The President. Nothing. [Laughter] Wait,
wait, wait. The Prime Minister wants to make
a statement.

Prime Minister Netanyahu. It’s a very
brief statement, but I think it says a lot. I’m
very, very happy to be here with President
Clinton again. We have seen him personally
and his staff make a tremendous contribution
for peace. I think their contribution for the
Hebron agreement was decisive, and it re-
flects and reaffirms the leadership for peace
that President Clinton has shown throughout
his term of office.

I think we’ve taken bold steps for peace.
It’s time that we see such steps from our
partners as well. And if we have this mutual-
ity, we will have, I think, a great future, a
different future and hope for our children
and our grandchildren.

Q. Mr. President, can you take one ques-
tion?

The President. At the press conference.
I will answer at the press conference. And
I promise, if he doesn’t call on you, I will.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal-
estinian Authority. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Netanyahu of
Israel
February 13, 1997

The President. Good afternoon. Please be
seated. I’m pleased to welcome Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu back to the White House for
his fourth visit since taking office. He comes
at a time of great sadness in Israel, following
the terrible helicopter accident of 9 days ago.
We know that in Israel every death is in the
family. And on behalf of the American peo-
ple, Mr. Prime Minister, once again I would
like to extend our deepest sympathies to the
loved ones of the victims and to all the people
of Israel.

Since our meeting in October, we have
traveled a very long way. Then we met in
a time of crisis; now there is a renewed sense
of promise in the Middle East. I want to con-
gratulate the Prime Minister for concluding
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