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on-the-job training and/or mentoring
programs.

I expect each agency head to report to me
about his or her plan at a special cabinet
meeting called for that purpose. Following
this meeting, I also expect monthly reports
on implementation.

To ensure deep and continuing involve-
ment in this issue by the White House, I ask
the Vice President to oversee this effort.
Based on his expertise in Federal workplace
issues, he will assist all agencies in carrying
out their commitments.

Finally, I direct appropriate agencies to
take three steps that will help bring welfare
recipients into the Federal work force while
assisting all other low-income Federal em-
ployees.

• I direct each agency head to notify all
employees eligible for the Earned In-
come Tax Credit (EITC) of both their
eligibility and their ability to receive
EITC monies each month in their pay-
checks. Currently, not all agencies in-
form qualifying employees of their eligi-
bility and options for payment. To in-
sure uniform implementation, I direct
the Secretary of the Treasury to issue
to each agency within 15 days a state-
ment of EITC eligibility rules which
agencies can use to inform their em-
ployees.

• I direct the General Services Adminis-
tration (GSA) to issue within 30 days
guidelines regarding use of the Federal
Fare Subsidy Program. These guide-
lines should address whether agencies
may offer fare subsidies based on em-
ployee income, which would enable
more agencies to participate in the Fare
Subsidy Program.

• I direct the GSA, after consultation with
all Federal agencies, to report back to
me within 30 days on plans to assist low-
income Federal workers in finding af-
fordable child care. This report shall in-
clude information on agency-sponsored
child care centers and agency contracts
with local child care resource and refer-
ral services, as well as recommendations
on any appropriate expansion of these

arrangements to provide assistance to
low-income Federal workers.

William J. Clinton

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt
and an Exchange With Reporters
March 10, 1997

President Clinton. Let me say that I’m
very glad to welcome President Mubarak
back to Washington. The United States and
Egypt have been partners in the quest for
peace in the Middle East for two decades
now. Nothing positive has happened except
when we work together, and I think it’s im-
portant that we continue to do so. And I’m
looking forward to this meeting to discuss
that as well as what we can do to improve
the relations between our two countries.

Welcome, Mr. President. I’m glad to see
you.

President Mubarak. Thank you very
much.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. President Mubarak, you’re the leader

of the first nation to begin a peace process
with Israel. Do you buy President Clinton’s
rationale that he is preserving the peace
process by, in effect, sanctioning the building
of settlements in east Jerusalem?

President Mubarak. It is said in the
memo that the President did change his
mind concerning the settlements, but the
statements coming out from the State De-
partment and from the White House con-
cerning the settlements—the President is a
full partner in the peace process. Without
the United States, it would be very difficult
to continue the peace process. So it’s very
important to have his influence, his leader-
ship, his activity——

Q. But he gave a green light with his veto.
President Clinton. We’re going to have

a press conference later.
President Mubarak. Yes.
President Clinton. And we’re going to an-

swer all the questions. But I don’t think it’s
fair to say I’ve sanctioned that. We’ll have
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a press conference later. I’ll answer more
questions.

Q. Are you prepared to explain the veto,
Mr. President—Clinton?

President Clinton. Sure. Yes, we’ll have
a press conference, and I’ll answer all those
questions. I’ll be happy to answer that. And
if no one gets to ask it, I will voluntarily an-
swer it later.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

President Clinton. Let me begin by say-
ing that it’s a great honor for the United
States to have President Mubarak back at the
White House. His leadership for a com-
prehensive peace in the Middle East has
been absolutely essential to any progress
which has been made for 20 years now. We
have worked closely together, and I’m look-
ing forward to having this meeting.

Let me also say that we’re going to have
a press conference afterward, and we’ll do
our best to answer whatever questions you
have.

Do you have anything you would like to
say, Mr. President?

President Mubarak. Usually, I come to
the United States to meet Mr. Clinton, for
the United States is a full partner for the
peace process, making tremendous efforts so
the process will continue, so as to reach a
comprehensive settlement and peace could
prevail in the whole area and cooperation will
continue among the countries in the Middle
East.

I thank the President for his efforts, and
we are going to discuss other issues now.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:11 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

The President’s News Conference
With President Mubarak
March 10, 1997

President Clinton. Good afternoon. I was
glad to have the chance to welcome Presi-
dent Mubarak back to the White House. He
has been a valued friend of the United States

for 16 years now, one of the very first leaders
to visit me in 1993 and also one of the first
now to come to Washington during my sec-
ond term.

Through this meeting and through con-
sultations with other leaders from the region,
including Prime Minister Netanyahu, Chair-
man Arafat, and King Hussein, who will be
here next week, we are working to help the
parties find common ground through
progress toward lasting peace. We know that
these efforts cannot succeed without the
leadership of Egypt.

Since the Camp David accords in 1979,
Egypt has been a powerful force for peace
in the Middle East. That has continued to
be true through the last 31⁄2 years, a time
of extraordinary progress toward peace and
repeated challenges. Now, as Israel and the
Palestinians embark on the difficult task of
permanent status negotiations, as we look to
revive negotiations between Israel and Syria,
and then bring Lebanon into the process to
complete the circle of peace, we know that
Egypt’s leadership will be vital to finish the
job.

In January, Israelis and Palestinians once
again demonstrated that even though the
challenges are great, the will to create peace
is there. An agreement on difficult issues can
be achieved through genuine negotiations.
But we’ve also been reminded recently of
how difficult it is to maintain the momentum
toward peace. Clearly, we’re at a moment
when all those with a stake in the peace proc-
ess must rededicate themselves to building
confidence and making progress.

Today the United States and Egypt have
deepened our own understanding in our
partnership, our determination to coordinate
our efforts even more closely, and to encour-
age the parties to tackle the tough questions
ahead. We also discussed how we can in-
crease our cooperation on issues of regional
security and expand the ties of commerce
between our people. Stability and security in
the region demands that the people of Egypt
and all the peoples of the Middle East are
rewarded in their efforts by greater prosper-
ity.

I congratulated President Mubarak on the
strong economic advances Egypt has made
in the last 2 years, the work that he and Vice
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