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Q. Mr. President, I think I see a signal
here that we have to quit. [Laughter]

The President. This is Clinton’s Second
Law of Politics. When you start to have a
good time, you’re supposed to be somewhere
else. [Laughter]

I’ve enjoyed this immensely. Thank you all
very much. Thank you. I appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:35 p.m. in the
warehouse of Therma, Inc. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Dan Kirby, floor manager, and Johnny
Gooch, sheet metal foreman, Therma, Inc.; Mayor
Susan Hammer of San Jose; Amy Dean, business
manager, and Steve Preminger, community serv-
ices director, South Bay AFL–CIO Labor Council;
Ray Lancaster, Jr., business representative,
Plumbers, Steamfitters and Refrigeration Fitters
Union Local 393; Mark Van Den Heuvel, business
representative, Sheet Metal Workers Union Local
104; and David Chetcuti, a Millbrae, CA, police
officer killed in the line of duty on April 25. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Statement on Signing the 1998
Supplemental Appropriations and
Rescissions Act
May 1, 1998

Today I have signed into law H.R. 3579,
the FY ‘‘1998 Supplemental Appropriations
and Rescissions Act.’’ This emergency sup-
plemental legislation makes urgently needed
funds available for victims of natural disasters
and for our troops in Bosnia and the Persian
Gulf. While it is disappointing that the Con-
gress has failed to meet the Nation’s financial
responsibilities by not approving funds for
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the United Nations (U.N.), the Congress has
provided funds that I requested for victims
of natural disasters at home and for our mili-
tary troops overseas.

I am pleased that this legislation will en-
able us to meet our commitment to our
troops in Bosnia and the Gulf, to support
readiness worldwide, and to aid victims of
natural disasters at home. This Act provides
more than $2 billion for these purposes.

The Act also includes $2.4 billion for disas-
ter relief programs for the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, for emergency
highway repair, for repairing levees and other

flood control systems, for repairing national
wildlife refuges and national park property,
and for State and private forestry, farm loans,
dairy, and other agricultural assistance.

I am also pleased that the Congress has
decided to omit a number of extraneous and
objectionable items in this legislation, such
as provisions to increase the number of as-
sault weapons on the street, to subsidize
banks excessively for making student loans
without fully offsetting the costs, and to un-
dermine our ability to provide food stamps
to certain legal immigrants.

It is very troubling, however, that the Con-
gress placed politics above sound science by
insisting on two measures that would dimin-
ish our public lands. One of these provisions
permits the building of a six-lane commuter
highway near Albuquerque, New Mexico,
through the Petroglyph National Monument.
This is a dangerous departure from the prac-
tice of managing National Parks based on
sound science and resource protection. An-
other objectionable section is intended to
interfere with the Forest Service’s ability to
manage the National Forests. This rider is
directed at a proposed regulation that would
temporarily suspend road construction in
roadless areas of our National Forests. It im-
poses difficult and burdensome paperwork
and potentially costly compensation require-
ments on the Forest Service. In addition, I
am very concerned about the limitations
placed on the Government’s ability to ensure
a fair return for oil and gas resources ex-
tracted from Federal lands. My Administra-
tion will oppose any efforts to make these
limitations permanent.

I am deeply disappointed that this Act ex-
tends the comment period and delays the ef-
fective date of the ‘‘Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network’’ final rule, allowing
an unfair organ allocation system to continue.
This inequitable system violates the intent of
the National Organ Transplant Act, which re-
quires a national, equitable system, free of
geographic bias, as well as the American
Medical Association’s Code of Medical Eth-
ics, which prohibits the distribution of organs
on the basis of geographic conditions. The
final rule would ensure that organs are allo-
cated to the sickest candidates first.
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It is also regrettable that in order to pay
for the emergency funding for victims of nat-
ural disasters, this legislation demands un-
necessary and unwarranted cuts in existing
housing programs for low-income Americans.
In response to my Administration’s strong
objections, the Congress pledged to restore
this funding fully in the next fiscal year. I
call upon the Congress to honor that prom-
ise, and to do so without draining resources
from any of the housing programs contained
in my budget for FY 1999. Instead of cutting
housing assistance to low-income Americans,
the Congress should provide funding for the
100,000 new housing vouchers proposed in
my FY 1999 Budget.

It is imperative that the Congress act
quickly so that we may meet our commit-
ment to the IMF and the U.N. Delay or fail-
ure to meet the full IMF requests could un-
dermine our capacity to deal with threats to
world economic stability and could leave us
unable to protect American workers, farmers,
and businesses in the event of an escalation
or spread of the Asian financial crisis or a
new crisis. In addition, failure to provide the
full request for U.N. arrears could jeopardize
our chance to affect negotiations on lowering
U.S. dues and would undermine U.S. leader-
ship in the international community. I call
on the Congress to pass new legislation
quickly, with workable terms, so that the
United States is able to maintain its position
as a world leader and to meet its obligations
to the IMF and the U.N.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 1, 1998.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner in Portola Valley,
California
May 1, 1998

Thank you very much. You know, I always
marvel at Walter’s energy and fidelity to our
cause, and I thank him again tonight. I’m
very honored to be here. The last time I was
in a tent in this yard was when we had a

dinner for the 50th anniversary of the United
Nations, I think—when I came to San Fran-
cisco and we had the wonderful event there.
And I must say I’m delighted to be back.

I thank Senator Feinstein and Dick for
coming tonight, and Representative Eshoo.
Mayor Hammer, thank you for coming. Art
Torres, our State Democratic Chair, thank
you for coming. Len Barrack, thanks for all
the work you’ve done. This man came all the
way from Philadelphia. You remember what
W.C. Fields said about that. [Laughter] He’s
a good person, and he works hard, and I’m
grateful to him.

I’d like to thank the vice chairs of the din-
ner, Ken Karas, Ernest Gallo, Chong Moon
Lee, and Maura Morey. I’d like to thank Sen-
ator John Burton for coming. And I’d like
to thank my old friend Clarence Clemmons,
who gave me a couple of mouthpieces, but
I can’t make them sound the way he did to-
night. And I’d like to thank our young musi-
cians over here, this young saxophone player
and his compadres. They’ve got quite a fu-
ture as well; I thank them. They did a great
job.

And finally, I’d like to thank my former
Defense Secretary, and I think the best De-
fense Secretary since World War II, Bill
Perry and his wife, Lee, for being here. Just
for a pure rush for me, an old-fashioned
American boy who grew up in the fifties and
the sixties, I want to thank Willie Mays for
coming tonight and making my night. Thank
you very much. Thank you.

You know, I feel so indebted to California
because the people of this State have been
so very good to me and to Hillary and to
the Vice President. And of course, now we
have the most important person in our lives
out here, Hillary and I do, going to school—
and it is a long way from Washington. You
know, it’s hard for the President to do any-
thing without attracting any notice. I can
hardly just wake up one morning and decide,
I think I’ll go have dinner with Chelsea—
just get on Air Force One and fly to Califor-
nia. No one will know. [Laughter] So it’s very
frustrating. But still, I’m happy she’s here,
and I’m happy she’s especially in this part
of this wonderful State.

I have seen the people of California go
through a lot since I first began coming here
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