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The Food Stamp provisions in S. 1150 build
on our success last year in restoring Supple-
mental Security Income and Medicaid bene-
fits to 420,000 legal immigrants who lost such
assistance under the 1996 Act. S. 1150 also
restores benefits to Hmong immigrants from
Laos who aided our country during the Viet-
nam War and extends the period during
which refugees and asylees may qualify for
Food Stamps while they await citizenship.
We will continue to work to ensure that those
who honor our laws and contribute to our
society can be free from hunger.

Similarly, when I signed the Federal Agri-
culture Improvement and Reform Act of
1996 (1996 Farm Act) that radically changed
the decades-old Federal programs to balance
crop supply and demand, I made a commit-
ment to work with the Congress to strength-
en the farm safety net. With the bill I am
signing today, our Nation’s farmers know that
crop insurance will be there for them if disas-
ter strikes, with the program fully funded for
the next 5 years.

To improve farming productivity and effi-
ciency, we must increase our investment in
agricultural research. In the 1996 Farm Act
deliberations, the Congress believed the agri-
cultural research title to be so important that
work on it was postponed so it could receive
the time and consideration that it deserved.
The research provisions in S. 1150 were
worth waiting for, and I commend the Con-
gress for its work.

The Initiative for Future Agriculture and
Food Systems in S. 1150 will channel an ad-
ditional $120 million a year over the next 5
years to vital investments in food and agri-
culture genome research, food safety and
technology, human nutrition, and agricul-
tural biotechnology. These investments will
lead to advances in new production systems
for crops and livestock. This will help farmers
and agricultural processors produce an abun-
dant supply of safe food, with less impact on
the environment, and meet the challenge of
new, more virulent pest and disease out-
breaks. In addition, the bill reforms the
working arrangements between the Secretary
of Agriculture and the universities that carry
out important agricultural research. These
changes will encourage and enable
universitas to take on larger-scale challenges

and enhance their integration of research,
education, and extension functions while im-
proving the accountability and management
of their programs.

Rural communities cannot rely on agri-
culture alone to sustain their economy and
quality of life. That is why, throughout my
Administration, I have strongly supported in-
creasing the investments in rural develop-
ment, and pushed to find innovative solutions
to unique local needs. We worked hard with
the Congress in the 1996 Farm Act to create
the Fund for Rural America, which provided
funds for rural development and innovative
agricultural research. I am pleased that S.
1150 provides $300 million for the Fund and
extends it funding through FY 2003.

While signing S. 1150, I am concerned that
some in the Congress are already threatening
to block significant portions of its funds from
being spent in FY 1999. Appropriation ac-
tions in the House and Senate would deny
any funds from being used for the Fund for
Rural America, and the House bill would also
block any research funding in this bill from
going forward next year. I strongly object to
such ill-advised cuts in these vital programs.
I call on the Congress to provide the needed
funds for these important activities.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 23, 1998.

NOTE: S. 1150, approved June 23, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–185.

Statement on Signing the U.S.
Holocaust Assets Commission
Act of 1998
June 23, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
1900, the ‘‘U.S. Holocaust Assets Commis-
sion Act of 1998.’’ This legislation is the result
of the bipartisan support of the Congress,
and the efforts of many people inside and
outside of government who have worked to
achieve its passage. It represents an impor-
tant step in advancing the United States Gov-
ernment’s efforts to bring justice to Holo-
caust victims, survivors, and their heirs.
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The bill establishes the ‘‘Presidential Advi-
sory Commission on Holocaust Assets in the
United States.’’ The Commission will focus
on two key tasks: first, it will conduct original
research on the collection and disposition of
Holocaust-era assets that came under the
control of the United States Government
after Hitler came to power in 1933 (assets
including gold, gems, bank accounts, finan-
cial instruments, insurance policies, and art
works); and second, it will review research
already conducted by public and private enti-
ties. The Commission will prepare a final re-
port, summarizing its findings and making
recommendations to me, which will be com-
pleted by December 31, 1999.

As we finish the business of the 20th cen-
tury, we must examine difficult aspects of our
history in order to build a better world for
our children in the next millennium. Estab-
lishing a Commission to study these issues
sends a strong message, both at home and
abroad, that the United States Government
is determined to acknowledge and address
the fate of Holocaust assets domestically.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 23, 1998.

NOTE: S. 1900, approved June 23, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–186.

Statement on the Nomination of
Kenneth Prewitt To Be Director of
the Bureau of the Census
June 23, 1998

A fair and accurate census is a fundamen-
tal part of representative democracy and
good government. To ensure that we conduct
a sound and successful census in the Year
2000, I am pleased to nominate Dr. Kenneth
Prewitt to be the next Director of the United
States Census Bureau.

The decennial census is the foundation for
our most important public values. It is the
means by which everyone in this country is
counted. It is the basis for providing equality
under the law. And it is the single most im-
portant source of information about the
American people.

By using the census, the Federal Govern-
ment is able to designate funding for and
evaluate programs across the Federal Gov-
ernment, in every State and every locality.
It is the instrument that Congress and the
executive branch use to properly allocate the
more than 180 billion dollars in Federal
funds every year for many programs like
Head Start, programs for older Americans,
the disabled, and for transportation. Con-
ducting an accurate census truly affects every
person in this country, and quality of Census
2000 will have ramifications for decades to
come.

To ensure fair and accurate data, we sup-
port the plan developed by the experts at the
Census Bureau which was based upon rec-
ommendations by the National Academy of
Sciences. This plan developed at the explicit
direction of Congress and endorsed by vir-
tually all of the experts will enable the Cen-
sus Bureau to conduct the most accurate and
cost-effective census in our history. It is a
plan that will correct the inaccuracies in the
former census which systematically under-
counted children, minorities, and rural
Americans. This collaboration between Gov-
ernment and the Nation’s scientific commu-
nity will enable Census 2000 to carry out its
proud mission of protecting equality before
the law, one person-one vote, and sound gov-
ernment.

Dr. Prewitt, one of the Nation’s most dis-
tinguished social scientists and experienced
executives, is the ideal person to lead the
Census Bureau in this effort. He currently
serves as the president of the Social Science
Research Council. In the past, he has been
senior vice president of the Rockefeller
Foundation, the director of the University of
Chicago’s National Opinion Research Cor-
poration, chairman of the Political Science
Department at the University of Chicago,
and vice president of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences. He has also served on
the boards of trustees of Washington Univer-
sity, Southern Methodist University, the
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral
Sciences, NORC, and the German American
Academic Council.

Dr. Prewitt is a person of impeccable cre-
dentials and proven scientific integrity. I urge
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