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Statement on the Report Entitled
“America’s Children: Key National
Indicators of Well-Being”

July 15, 1998

Today, my administration released an im-
portant report card on our Nation’s children,
“America’s Children: Key National Indica-
tors of Well-Being.” Last year | called for
this yearly report to provide the American
people with a portrait of our children in criti-
cal areas such as health, education, and eco-
nomic security.

In this second annual report, we find much
to be grateful for—infant mortality is at an
all-time low; the number of children with
high blood lead levels, which can cause 1Q
or behavioral problems, has declined dra-
matically; more toddlers are up-to-date on
their immunizations; more children are en-
tering preschool, improving in math, and
moving on to graduate from college; teen
pregnancy has decreased; and a majority of
parents are reporting that their children are
in very good or excellent health. These
strides reflect strategic investments in our
Nation’s children, which have always been
central to my agenda to prepare America for
the 21st century.

The report released today also dem-
onstrates that we must now commit ourselves
to making further progress for our children.
Unfortunately, substance abuse and cigarette
smoking among children are at unacceptable
levels; reading scores are stagnant; and too
many of our Nation’s children live in poverty.

We have demonstrated that we can work
on a bipartisan basis to address the chal-
lenges our children face. That’s why, as | said
yesterday, | am extremely disappointed that
some in Congress have taken actions that
threaten to undermine the important
progress we have made by failing to provide
critical investments for our young people.
Our children deserve progress, not partisan-
ship. As we pause to consider this report card
on our children, I urge Members of Congress
to work together to build a stronger future
for our Nation’s children.
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Memorandum on Romania-United
States Cooperation Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy

July 15, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98-33

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Energy

Subject: Presidential Determination on the
Proposed Agreement for Cooperation
Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of
Romania Concerning Peaceful Uses of
Nuclear Energy

I have considered the proposed Agree-
ment for Cooperation Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
the Government of Romania Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, along with
the views, recommendations, and statements
of the interested agencies.

I have determined that the performance
of the agreement will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the com-
mon defense and security. Pursuant to sec-
tion 123 b. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954,
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b)), | hereby
approve the proposed agreement and author-
ize you to arrange for its execution.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Financial Assistance for Farmers

July 15, 1998

Dear Mr. Leader:

I am very concerned about the financial
stress facing farmers and ranchers in many
regions of the country. Natural disasters,
combined with a downturn in crop prices and
farm income, expected by the Department
of Agriculture (USDA) to remain weak for
some time, cause me to question again the
adequacy of the safety net provided by the
1996 farm bill. In some areas of the U.S,,
as many as five consecutive years of weather
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