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I know there are many people who think we
should spend the surplus now and spend
hundreds of billions of dollars on tax cuts be-
fore we have the bipartisan plan to save So-
cial Security. I think it’s the wrong course
for America, in no small measure because
we haven’t fixed the price tag for saving So-
cial Security and because, as we all know,
we can’t really predict with any absolute cer-
tainty what will happen 10 or 15 years from
now.

I believe we should tell our children and
our grandchildren that we think enough of
them and their future that we’re going to re-
sist spending a penny of the surplus on things
that I would very much like to spend it on—
or you would—until we have met our basic
obligation to our future, passing a bipartisan
plan to save Social Security, which I am con-
vinced the Congress will do early next year.
I do not intend to waver from my commit-
ment to future generations, and I hope the
rest of us will do the same.

Now it is my honor to sign into law the
Internal Revenue Service Restructuring and
Reform Act. I would like to ask all the Mem-
bers of Congress to come up here and join
me on the stage. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. H.R. 2676, ap-
proved July 22, was assigned Public Law No. 105–
206.

Message to the Congress
Designating Provisions of the
Internal Revenue Service
Restructuring and Reform Act of
1998 as an Emergency Requirement

July 22, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 3309(c) of the Internal

Revenue Service Restructuring and Reform
Act of 1998, I hereby designate the provi-
sions of subsections (a) and (b) of section
3309 of such Act as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 252(e) of the Bal-

anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985, as amended.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 22, 1998.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action To Extend
Normal Trade Relations With China
July 22, 1998

I welcome the strong, bipartisan vote in
the House today to extend normal trade rela-
tions with China.

This vote reflects my conviction that active
engagement with China—expanding our
areas of cooperation while dealing forth-
rightly with our differences—is the most ef-
fective way to advance our interests and our
values. Over the past year and during my re-
cent trip to China, engagement has produced
tangible results and steady progress on vital
issues—fostering political and economic sta-
bility in Asia, stopping the spread of weapons
of mass destruction, combating international
crime and drug trafficking, protecting the en-
vironment, promoting human rights and reli-
gious freedom.

Trade is a vital part of engagement—sup-
porting jobs here at home, lowering product
prices, and helping us to build ties to nearly
one quarter of the world’s people. Normal
trade relations with China will help us
strengthen those ties and continue our efforts
to make China an increasingly open and pro-
ductive partner for America.

Statement on Senate Armed Services
Committee Action on the
Nomination of Daryl Jones To Be
Secretary of the Air Force
July 22, 1998

I am deeply disappointed that the Senate
Armed Services Committee declined to send
to the full Senate the nomination of Daryl
Jones to be Secretary of the Air Force. Mr.
Jones has a distinguished record of public
service in Florida and a strong commitment
to the Air Force. I know him to be a good,
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