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institutions, Partners and Mediterranean
Dialogue countries in a mutually reinforcing
way to enhance Euro-Atlantic security and
stability.

6. NATO embodies the vital partnership
between Europe and North America. We
welcome the further impetus that has been
given to the strengthening of European
defence capabilities to enable the European
Allies to act more effectively together, thus
reinforcing the transatlantic partnership.

7. We remain determined to stand firm
against those who violate human rights, wage
war and conquer territory. We will maintain
both the political solidarity and the military
forces necessary to protect our nations and
to meet the security challenges of the next
century. We pledge to improve our defence
capabilities to fulfill the full range of the Alli-
ance’s 21st century missions. We will con-
tinue to build confidence and security
through arms control, disarmament and non-
proliferation measures. We reiterate our con-
demnation of terrorism and our determina-
tion to protect ourselves against this scourge.

8. Our Alliance remains open to all Euro-
pean democracies, regardless of geography,
willing and able to meet the responsibilities
of membership, and whose inclusion would
enhance overall security and stability in Eu-
rope. NATO is an essential pillar of a wider
community of shared values and shared re-
sponsibility. Working together, Allies and
Partners, including Russia and Ukraine, are
developing their cooperation and erasing the
divisions imposed by the Cold War to help
to build a Europe whole and free, where se-
curity and prosperity are shared and indivis-
ible.

9. Fifty years after NATO’s creation, the
destinies of North America and Europe re-
main inseparable. When we act together, we
safeguard our freedom and security and en-
hance stability more effectively than any of
us could alone. Now, and for the century
about to begin, we declare as the funda-
mental objectives of this Alliance enduring
peace, security and liberty for all people of
Europe and North America.

NOTE: The joint statement was signed and issued
by the heads of state and government participating
in the meeting of the North Atlantic Council in
Washington, DC, on April 23 and 24. It was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary but
was not issued as a White House press release.
An original was not available for verification of
the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Congressional Inaction
on Legislation To Strengthen Social
Security

April 23, 1999

I am deeply disappointed by reports that
the congressional Republican leadership has
abandoned the effort to enact legislation this
year to strengthen Social Security for the 21st
century. We have an obligation to ensure that
Social Security is safe and strong not only
for today’s seniors but for our children and
future generations as well. The American
people expect us to meet this fundamental
challenge. Instead, just one week after pass-
ing a budget that promises a massive $800
billion tax cut, the Republican leadership is
sending a message that Congress is either un-
able or unwilling to face up to the challenge
of strengthening Social Security.

That is not acceptable, and I urge the Re-
publican leadership to reconsider its opposi-
tion to acting on Social Security this year.
I have proposed concrete steps to bolster So-
cial Security and offered time and again to
work with the Congress in a bipartisan way
to make the tough choices needed to secure
the Trust Fund over the long term. Repub-
lican leaders have yet to consider my pro-
posals or advance any of their own.

Our economy is the strongest it has been
in a generation. Now is the time to strength-
en Social Security for the future. I remain
committed to working with Members of Con-
gress of both parties who are committed to
enacting comprehensive Social Security leg-
islation this year. We can and must accom-
plish this critical goal for the American peo-
ple.
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Proclamation 7188—National
Science and Technology Week, 1999
April 23, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The American experience is deeply rooted

in the desire to expand our frontiers and in-
crease our knowledge about ourselves and
our world. We stand at the end of a century
marked by wondrous advances in science and
technology—advances that have immeas-
urably improved the lives of our citizens. As
recently as 100 years ago, space travel, ge-
netic engineering, and telecommunications
existed only in the realms of imagination and
science fiction. Today, the nascent Inter-
national Space Station, the nearly complete
Human Genome Project, and the flourishing
Internet attest to the great strides our civili-
zation and our Nation have made. The scope
and speed of our discoveries are truly breath-
taking, and each day new applications of
science and technology enrich our lives in
fields as diverse as medicine, communica-
tions, engineering, and the arts.

Recognizing the importance of maintain-
ing America’s scientific and technological
leadership, my Administration is seeking in-
creased funding in areas like biomedical re-
search and in earth and space sciences. My
fiscal year 2000 budget also proposes a 28
percent increase in information technology
research to finance a new initiative—Infor-
mation Technology for the Twenty-First
Century (IT2). This initiative will support
long-term information technology research
that will lead to fundamental advances in
communications and improvements in com-
puting.

During National Science and Technology
Week, in communities large and small, engi-
neers, scientists, educators, business people,
and community leaders will lead observances
to help their fellow citizens appreciate the
world’s scientific and technological wonders.
I encourage all Americans—and especially
our young people—to participate in the
many educational activities taking place
across our Nation. The more we understand
and appreciate the extraordinary tools that

science and technology place at our finger-
tips, the more we can accomplish in our ef-
forts to create a cleaner environment,
healthier families, better schools, and a
brighter future. The only limit on our
achievements is our imagination.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 25 to May
1, 1999, as National Science and Technology
Week. I call upon educators and students,
the business community, and all the people
of the United States to work this week and
throughout the year to learn more about the
contributions science and technology make
to our lives and our future.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of April, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 27, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 28.

Remarks at the NATO 50th
Anniversary Summit Dinner
April 23, 1999

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
White House and, again let me say, welcome
to Washington and to the NATO Summit.

Some of you know that I am quite a fan
of music. And I found a little-known bit of
history related to the founding of NATO 50
years ago. When the original North Atlantic
Treaty was signed, the United States Marine
Band, which was in the auditorium playing
for us today, was in the auditorium then,
playing a group of songs from George
Gershwin’s famous opera, ‘‘Porgy and Bess.’’
The two songs they played were, ‘‘I Got Plen-
ty of Nothing,’’ and ‘‘It Ain’t Necessarily So.’’
Well, I think after 50 years we can still appre-
ciate Gershwin, but the songs were poorly
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