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can play the solo or sing the song that is so
excruciatingly difficult the first time you did
it? These are the things that our children
ought to be worried about. We ought to give
our kids back their childhood. And we can
do it, if we do it together.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. in Presi-
dential Hall (formerly Room 450) in the Old Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to students Leilani Tassillio, who introduced the
President, Wyatt Keusch, and Harrison
Boatwright; Jack Valenti, president and chief exec-
utive officer, Motion Pictures Association of
America, Inc.; Richard Masur, president, Screen
Actors Guild; Edward O. Fritts, president and
chief executive officer, National Association of
Broadcasters; former Gov. Roy Romer of Colo-
rado, board member, and Peggy Conlon, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, Ad Council; and
Drew E. Altman, president and chief executive
officer, Henry J. Kaiser Foundation.

Statement on Signing the Veterans
Entrepreneurship and Small
Business Development Act of 1999
August 17, 1999

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
1568, the ‘‘Veterans Entrepreneurship and
Small Business Development Act of 1999.’’
This bill will provide assistance to veterans
who are entrepreneurs and especially to serv-
ice-disabled veteran entrepreneurs, men and
women who have sacrificed so much in the
service of our country. By helping these
American heroes to establish, maintain, and
grow their own small businesses, we help to
sustain our strong economy and express our
gratitude for their service to America.

This bill also includes several measures de-
signed to cushion the impact on small busi-
nesses when their owners or essential em-
ployees who are reservists are ordered to ac-
tive duty during military conflicts. By provid-
ing loans, loan payment deferrals, and tech-
nical and managerial assistance for these citi-
zen soldiers, we can help ensure that they
do not have to risk their livelihoods while
they risk their lives.

I do have a constitutional concern regard-
ing the section of the bill that addresses the
composition of the government corporation

that will provide assistance to veterans in the
formation and expansion of small businesses.
This provision unjustifiably intrudes upon the
President’s constitutional authority and dis-
cretion to appoint executive officials, and,
therefore, I will treat this provision as preca-
tory.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 17, 1999.

NOTE: H.R. 1568, approved August 17, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–50.

Statement on Signing the Military
Construction Appropriations Act,
2000
August 17, 1999

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2465,
the ‘‘Military Construction Appropriations
Act, 2000,’’ which provides funding for mili-
tary construction and family housing pro-
grams of the Department of Defense
(DOD).

The Act funds the vast majority of my re-
quest for military construction projects, the
military housing program, and other quality-
of-life projects for our military personnel and
their families. The requested projects are
critical to supporting military readiness and
the quality of life of our soldiers and their
families. However, I have several concerns
with the bill:

• For the second consecutive year, the
Congress has not provided the re-
quested level of construction funding
for the Chemical Weapons Demili-
tarization program. This year’s reduc-
tion of $93 million to my request sub-
stantially increases the risk that the
United States will not meet the 2007
Chemical Weapons Convention dead-
line for the destruction of these chemi-
cal weapons. The sooner these weapons
are destroyed, the safer we will all be.

• The Congress has chosen to add funds
for projects that DOD has not identified
as priorities. In particular, $301 million
is provided for 40 projects that are not
in DOD’s Future Years Defense Pro-
gram (FYDP).
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