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to working with the Congress over the next
year to authorize the first steps in this impor-
tant restoration effort.

I also support several of the bill’s provi-
sions that authorize improvements to our
Nation’s ports and harbors. I urge the Con-
gress to enact my proposed Harbor Services
Fund legislation, which will ensure a stable
source of funding to improve our national
port infrastructure and meet the demands of
the global economy.

I am disappointed, however, in many of
the provisions of S. 507. The amount of con-
struction spending authorized in S. 507—
over $4 billion in new Federal spending—
far exceeds a reasonable assessment of the
available future Federal budgetary resources
for the Corps of Engineers program. With
an existing construction backlog of more than
$27 billion of Army Corps of Engineers water
resources projects, it would require nearly 20
years at current funding levels just to com-
plete all of the ongoing projects that the Con-
gress previously has authorized. This legisla-
tion will place significant further stress on
the funding capabilities of this program and
create expectations for future funding that
are not likely to be forthcoming.

Roughly three-quarters of the significant
new projects in this Act and many of its
project modifications are still in the planning
stage or undergoing review and, therefore,
simply are not ready for authorization at this
time. Until the completion of the review re-
quired for proposed Federal water resources
projects under Executive Order 12322, nei-
ther the Executive branch nor the Congress
is likely to know which of these projects will
raise significant concerns regarding their
scope, economic and technical feasibility, en-
vironmental acceptability, or the ability of
local sponsors to provide the required cost-
share.

This legislation authorizes nearly $900 mil-
lion for local environmental infrastructure
and other projects that may be worthwhile,
but most of which should not become a re-
sponsibility of the Army Corps of Engineers.
In addition, although S. 507 would reduce
Federal costs for future shore protection
projects and is a first step towards establish-
ing a more equitable sharing of their substan-

tial long-term costs, it does not go far
enough.

My Administration will work with the Con-
gress on the next water projects authorization
bill for the Army Corps of Engineers to ad-
dress these problems.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 17, 1999.

NOTE: S. 507, approved August 17, was assigned
Public Law No. 106–53.

Statement on the Death
of Ignaz Bubis
August 17, 1999

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the death of Ignaz Bubis, the President of
Germany’s Central Council of Jews. We ex-
tend our deepest condolences to his family,
the Jewish community in Germany, and the
many non-Jews in Germany for whom he was
a beacon.

Imprisoned in Nazi labor camps while still
a boy, Ignaz Bubis lost virtually his entire
family in the Holocaust. After the war, he
settled in Frankfurt and became a successful
businessman and a key figure in the small
community that sought to reestablish Jewish
life in Germany. He was elected early in this
decade to lead Germany’s Jewish commu-
nity, and he used his position to engage his
fellow citizens on issues regarding their na-
tion’s past and the need for vigilance to up-
hold the values at the heart of contemporary
Germany. Because of the clarity of his vision
and the persuasiveness of his message, he be-
came one of his nation’s foremost champions
of tolerance and openness. He was a friend
and valued counselor to many of Germany’s
leaders. I was greatly impressed by his wis-
dom and determination to build a more toler-
ant world.

Ignaz Bubis never ceased to bear witness
to history and the consuming evil that was
perpetrated earlier in this century. But he
also demonstrated that the demands of con-
science and the goal of reconciliation are not
at odds but instead must be pursued to-
gether. At a time when conflicts in the Bal-
kans have confronted Europe and the world



1647Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Aug. 17

with seemingly intractable hatred, the exam-
ple of Ignaz Bubis is one we must all heed.

Memorandum Authorizing Support
for United Nations War Crimes
Tribunal Established With Regard to
the Former Yugoslavia
August 17, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–35

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Determination to Authorize the
Furnishing of Commodities and Services for
the United Nations War Crimes Tribunal
Established with Regard to the Former
Yugoslavia

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as
President of the United States, including sec-
tion 554 of the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 1999, as enacted in Public Law
105–277, I hereby:

(a) determine that a drawdown of up to
$5 million of commodities and serv-
ices from the inventory and resources
of the Department of Defense will
contribute to a just resolution of
charges regarding genocide and other
violations of international humani-
tarian law; and

(b) direct the drawdown, pursuant to sec-
tion 552(c) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2348a (the ‘‘Act’’), of up to $5 million
in commodities and services from the
inventory and resources of the De-
partment of Defense for the United
Nations War Crimes Tribunal estab-
lished with regard to the former
Yugoslavia by the United Nations Se-
curity Council, without regard to the
ceiling limitation contained in section
552(c)(2) of the Act.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress and to arrange for its publication
in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on Delegation of
Responsibilities Under the
International Religious Freedom Act
of 1998
August 17, 1999

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Delegation of Responsibilities
Under the International Religious Freedom
Act of 1998

By the authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including section 301 of
title 3 of the United States Code, I hereby
delegate to the Secretary of State the func-
tions and authorities vested in the President
by title IV, subtitle I (sections 401–409) of
the International Religious Freedom Act of
1998 (Public Law 105–292) (the ‘‘Act’’).

Any reference in this memorandum to any
act shall be deemed to be a reference to such
act as amended from time to time.

The functions delegated by this memoran-
dum may be delegated within the Depart-
ment of State.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks Honoring the NCAA
Football Champion University
of Tennessee Volunteers
August 17, 1999

The President. Well, Chancellor and
Coach Fulmer, Tee, Mercedes—this is the
most disgusting pander I’ve ever seen.
[Laughter] You know, Coach Fulmer came
up 48 hours ago, and he and Al practiced
all this 15 times. [Laughter] We’re going to
be cited by the Federal Election Commission
for this event. [Laughter]

Let me tell you—you know, I’m not
running for anything. I can tell you the
whole story about this—[laughter]—this
Tennessee-Arkansas deal. Everything he said
is true. And for all of you who are covering
this who aren’t from one of the two States,
let me—the game was an unbelievable game,
and Arkansas was ahead at the end.
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