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Q. Thank you very much for doing this.
The President. I’ve enjoyed it. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 11:25 a.m. in the
Human Resources office at the Wyndham Palace
Resort on December 11 but was embargoed for
release until 12:01 a.m. on December 13. In his
remarks, the President referred to Prime Minister
Ehud Barak of Israel; and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Farouk al-Shara of Syria. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Statement on Signing the Deceptive
Mail Prevention and Enforcement
Act
December 12, 1999

Today I have signed into law S. 335, which
contains the Deceptive Mail Prevention and
Enforcement Act. Too often, consumers—
especially the elderly—either understand
sweepstakes mailings to mean that they have
won large prizes or else spend their savings
on unwanted merchandise and publications
in the hope of increasing their chances of
winning. Too often, mailing and sweepstakes
practices seem designed to mislead.

This legislation will protect Americans
against those who use sweepstakes and mail-
ings to deceive and exploit the unwary. It
will establish standards for sweepstakes mail-
ings, skill contests, and facsimile checks; re-
strict ‘‘government look-alike’’ documents;
and allow individuals to have their names and
addresses removed from sweepstakes mailing
lists if they choose. Disclosures will make
clear that no purchase is necessary to enter
a sweepstakes and that a purchase will not
improve a consumer’s chances of winning a
prize. The legislation also creates strong fi-
nancial penalties for companies that do not
disclose all terms and conditions of a contest.
Individuals will be able to request a stop to
certain mailings that come to their homes,
and companies will face liability if they do
not honor these requests. The United States
Postal Service will have enhanced authority
to investigate and stop deceptive mailings,
and companies will face greater penalties for
failing to comply with a Postal Service ‘‘stop
order.’’

I am proud to sign S. 335 into law today
to establish a ‘‘right to know’’ for sweepstakes
mailing recipients and protect Americans
against misleading mailing and sweepstakes
practices.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 12, 1999.

NOTE: S. 335, approved December 12, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–168. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on December 13.

Telephone Remarks to a Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee
Dinner in Houston, Texas
December 13, 1999

Well, I’m glad I got to hear the last of
B.A.’s speech, and let me say to all of you,
I’m jealous of you. I wish I were there to-
night. I had looked forward to being there
very much, but I got quite sick with the win-
ter flu, and I’ve got the Israelis and the Syr-
ians coming in this week, and I have to be
well for them. So the doctor said I couldn’t
get on the airplane.

So I wanted to call and just, first of all,
thank all of you for honoring Lloyd and B.A.
and for raising so much money for the
Democrats in Texas. I think we’re going to
win the House back in the next election. And
I’m doing everything I can to do my part.

But I also want to thank you because of
the career and the public service of Lloyd
Bentsen, that you honor tonight, because
there is a reason we’re trying to win the
House back—because of the direction we
want the country to take in the new century.
And everything he has done in his entire ca-
reer embodies that.

So Lloyd, I miss you, and I love you. And
I love you, B.A. I’m sorry I couldn’t be there.
I’m sick I missed Ann Richards’ jokes.
[Laughter] And you all owe me a raincheck,
just like I owe you one.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:17 p.m. in the
Residence at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to former Senator Lloyd Bentsen and
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