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that I can never be fully what I want to be
unless you have a chance to be fully what
you want to be. And you can never be fully
what you want to be unless I have a chance
to be what I want to be; that we are in this
together, that we are members of the com-
munity of this city, the community of this
Nation, and the community of humanity.

And frankly, we all know that in the last
30-plus years since Martin Luther King left
this Earth, we have forgotten that too much.
And I have done my best to remind the
American people of the truth of that at every
single opportunity for 7 years now. And it
is a source of immense pride and joy to me
every time I see people reaching across the
lines that divide them to do things that lift
us all up. This holiday embodies that. All
these children embody that.

In my lifetime, and perhaps in the lifetime
of our country, we have never, ever, ever be-
fore had at the same time so much economic
prosperity and social progress, with the ab-
sence of internal crisis or external threat. And
that means that we have an enormous obliga-
tion, those of us who are grown now, to make
the most of this magic moment; to bring to
all the people, the neighborhoods, and the
children who haven’t been a part of this eco-
nomic prosperity, a chance to live their
dreams, too. To bring to bear—yes, you can
clap for that. That’s all right. [Applause] To
bring to bear our best efforts to meet the
long-term challenges of this country and not
to forget that more than a billion people in
this old world of ours still live on less than
a dollar a day; and that there are people, not
only at home but around the world, that the
United States ought to be lifting up. And if
you believe Martin Luther King was right,
every time we give a child in America a
chance, every time we give a child in Africa,
Latin America, or Asia a chance, all the rest
of us are better off, too. Every time you give
a little, you always get more back.

Let’s remember that as Dr. King’s endur-
ing legacy.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:48 a.m. in the
game room. In his remarks, he referred to Alex
Orfinger, chairman of the board of directors, and
Susan Linsky, executive director, Greater DC
Cares; former NFL Washington Redskin Charles

Mann; Mayor Anthony A. Williams of Wash-
ington, DC; Washington, DC, Councilmembers
Charlene Drew Jarvis, ward 4, and Sharon
Ambrose, ward 6; and Boys & Girls Club mem-
bers Dietrich Williams, Marcus Harrison, Dedra
Gamble, Artile Wright, and Shawntesse Jefferson.

Statement on the Election
of Ricardo Lagos as President of
Chile
January 17, 2000

I congratulate Ricardo Lagos on his victory
in Chile’s Presidential election on Sunday,
January 16. I also congratulate the Chilean
people for an election that was a model of
civic participation and evidence of their
strong commitment to democratic govern-
ment.

I look forward to working with President-
elect Lagos and to deepening the friendship
and cooperation that have characterized the
excellent relations between our two nations.

Remarks on the National Firearms
Enforcement Initiative in Boston,
Massachusetts
January 18, 2000

Well, Mayor, I was just thinking that you
should hope that Detective Holmes stays in
police work and out of politics. [Laughter]
Didn’t she give a good speech? Let’s give
her another hand. That’s great. [Applause]
I thought it was great.

Mr. Mayor; Senator Kennedy; Representa-
tive Joe Moakley; Barney Frank; Mike
Capuano; to Commissioner Evans and all the
members of the Boston Police Department
that are here; representatives of law enforce-
ment who have come to Boston today to be
with us—Jerry Flynn of the International
Brotherhood of Police Officers, Tom Nee of
the National Association of Police Organiza-
tions—I thank you all for welcoming us.

I want to say that in addition to the Attor-
ney General, we are joined today by Treasury
Under Secretary Jim Johnson; the Director
of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms Division,
Brad Buckles; and of course, as the Attorney
General mentioned, our United States attor-
ney, Don Stern.
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