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to (a) facilitate trade, and (b) maximize
investment opportunities across a broad
range of economic sectors, including in-
formation technology, infrastructure,
biotechnology, and services. Participa-
tion will include, as appropriate, rep-
resentatives of other Cabinet agencies
and ministries on both sides. Close con-
tact will be maintained with business as-
sociations, and activities will be planned
with the benefit of such private sector
input, including the establishment of
subcommittees to pursue specific
projects or sectoral issues of mutual in-
terest.

US-India Working Group on Trade: The
United States Trade Representative and
the Ministry of Commerce and other
concerned Ministries/Departments of
the Government of India will engage in
regular discussion to enhance coopera-
tion on trade policy. As appropriate, in-
dividual trade issues could be examined
in greater depth with the participation
of other agencies with corresponding re-
sponsibilities and through creation of
sub-groups. The Group will serve as a
locus of consultation on a broad range
of trade-related issues, including those
pertaining to the World Trade Organiza-
tion. The Group will receive inputs from
the private sector (including trade policy
issues identified in the US-India Com-
mercial Dialogue) as appropriate.

8. The two leaders consider cooperation
between the two countries in energy and en-
vironment an important part of their vision
for the future. They have agreed to set up
a Joint Consultative Group on Clean Energy
and Environment. The Group will hold peri-
odic ministerial/high level meetings as desir-
able and appropriate and will lay emphasis
on collaborative projects, developing and de-
ploying clean energy technologies, public and
private sector investment and cooperation,
and climate change and other environmental
issues. The Co-conveners of the Group will
be the Department of State of the United
States and the Ministry of External Affairs
of India.

9. The two leaders believe that the strong
scientific resources of the two countries pro-

vide excellent opportunities for scientific col-
laboration between them. They agree to set
up a US-India Science and Technology
Forum. The Forum shall promote research
and development, the transfer of technology,
the creation of a comprehensive electronic
reference source for US-India science and
technology cooperation, and the electronic
exchange and dissemination of information
on US-India science and technology coopera-
tion, and other programs consistent with the
previous practice of the US-India Founda-
tion.

10. Institutional dialogue in other areas
will be considered as mutually agreed.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on the Supreme Court’s
Decision on Tobacco Regulation
March 21, 2000

Since we took office, Vice President Gore
and I have worked hard to protect our chil-
dren from the dangers of tobacco. Five years
ago, the FDA put forward an important pro-
posal to protect children from tobacco by
eliminating advertising aimed at children and
curbing minors’ access to tobacco products.
Today’s Supreme Court opinion, while hold-
ing that Congress has not given FDA the au-
thority to regulate tobacco products, does af-
firm our view that tobacco use by young peo-
ple ‘‘poses perhaps the single most significant
threat to public health in the United States.’’

If we are to protect our children from the
harms of tobacco, Congress must now enact
the provisions of the FDA rule. Fortunately,
those protections have strong bipartisan sup-
port: in 1998, 57 Senators supported a bill
negotiated by Senators Bill Frist and John
McCain containing provisions comparable to
those included in the FDA regulation.

So today, I call upon the leadership of
Congress to take up the bipartisan Frist-
McCain legislation. Nearly 4 million children
under the age of 18 smoke cigarettes, 3,000
more start each day, and 1,000 will have their
lives cut short as a result. Every year, more
than 400,000 Americans die of tobacco-
related diseases; nearly 80 percent of them
started smoking as children. Even some in
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the tobacco industry—after fighting the FDA
rule in court—now say they support regula-
tion of tobacco. I believe that by working to-
gether across party lines, we can protect our
children and save lives.

Letter to Senate Leaders on Social
Security Reform Legislation

March 21, 2000

Dear Mr. Leader:
I am pleased that the Senate is moving

forward with consideration of H.R. 5, a bill
that would eliminate the retirement earnings
test above the normal retirement age. On
March 1, 2000, with strong Administration
support, the House passed H.R. 5 by a vote
of 422–0. I now urge the Senate to follow
suit and quickly pass H.R. 5. This will ensure
enactment of a clean, straightforward bill to
eliminate the retirement earnings test above
the normal retirement age, which I will
promptly sign into law.

I called for the elimination of the earnings
test for seniors in my State of the Union ad-
dress in 1999. I believe that the test is con-
fusing and outdated. As the baby boomers
begin to retire, it is more important than ever
that older Americans who are willing and
able to work should not have their Social Se-
curity benefits deferred when they do.

Our work together on eliminating the re-
tirement earnings test can help establish bi-
partisan momentum toward Social Security
reform. We should build on this foundation
to pass legislation that would extend the sol-
vency of Social Security to about 2050 while
taking significant actions to reduce poverty
among elderly women. Last year, I trans-
mitted legislation to Congress that would
have used the interest savings earned by pay-
ing down the debt to make Social Security
stronger. If we agree to this simple step, we
can extend the life of Social Security to the
middle of the next century while also mod-
ernizing Social Security to reduce poverty
among elderly women.

These simple measures would be a sub-
stantial down payment on meeting the long-

term Social Security challenge. I hope we can
continue to work together on this issue.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: Letters were sent to Trent Lott, Senate
majority leader, and Thomas A. Daschle, Senate
minority leader.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by
President Kircheril Narayanan of
India in New Delhi
March 21, 2000

Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, distin-
guished guests. First, on behalf of the Amer-
ican delegation, let me thank you for your
warm hospitality, and, indeed, I thank all of
you for making us feel so welcome.

As you pointed out, Mr. President, it was
5 years ago next week when my wife and
daughter first came to New Delhi. I confess
I was a little jealous of them then because
I wanted to come. And I am delighted finally
to be here today.

One of my country’s most beloved writers,
Mark Twain, once wrote that India, and I
quote, ‘‘is the sole country under the Sun
that all desire to see, and having seen once,
would not trade that glimpse for the shows
of all the rest of globe combined.’’

India has given profound gifts to the world
for thousands of years now. Nearly half of
humanity practices the four great religions
that were born here, Hinduism, Sikhism,
Buddhism, Jainism. The whole world has
been influenced by Indian culture. Indian
thinkers have enriched every science known
to humanity. And I welcome the presence
of so many of your scientists here tonight.

However, I must confess there are many
American high school students who wish that
‘‘Aryabhatiya’’ had kept his work on trigo-
nometry to himself. [Laughter]

The computer age would hardly be pos-
sible at all without the decimal system in-
vented in India. And appropriately enough,
30 percent of the world’s software engineers
today are Indian. Every American who has
been moved by the universal philosophy of
nonviolence, every American whose life was
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