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to take it. And when we have a challenge,
like the challenge in Colombia, we have to
meet it.

The United States wants to do its part. It’s
very much in our interest to do so. We have
benefited more than any other country in the
world from the last decade, and we need to
stand up here and do our part to be good
neighbors and to help other people benefit
as well.

But we need all your help. We have to
win in Colombia. We have to win the fight
for the Free Trade Area of the Americas. We
have to prove that freedom and free markets
go hand-in-hand. That’s what you believe,
and we’re going to be given a chance to prove
it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
Loy Henderson Auditorium at the State Depart-
ment. In his remarks, he referred to Assistant to
the President and Special Envoy to the Americas
Kenneth H. (Buddy) MacKay; David Rockefeller,
founder, Council of the Americas; Ambassadors
Guillermo Gonzalez of Argentina, Luis Alberto
Moreno of Colombia, Alfredo Toro of Venezuela,
and Rubens Antonio Barbosa of Brazil; former
Secretary of the Treasury Robert E. Rubin; and
President Andres Pastrana of Colombia.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Amending Certain Federal
Reporting Requirements
May 2, 2000

Today I signed into law S. 1769, a bill to
continue a number of existing Federal re-
ports scheduled to expire on May 15 of this
year, as well as modify certain reporting re-
quirements related to two of these reports.

New section 2519(2)(b)(iv) of title 18 of
the United States Code provides for general
reporting by the Department of Justice of
law enforcement encounters with encrypted
communications in the execution of wiretap
orders. In signing S. 1769, I state my under-
standing that the reporting required by sec-
tion 2519(2)(b)(iv) is limited to general ag-
gregate data concerning the total number of
times law enforcement encountered
encryption and the total number of instances
in which encryption prevented access to plain
text. The reporting requirement of S. 1769

does not require specific case-by-case or
order-by-order reporting, which could jeop-
ardize law enforcement sources and methods
and provide clear direction to criminals seek-
ing to use encryption to hide their unlawful
conduct.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 2, 2000.

NOTE: S. 1769, approved May 2, was assigned
Public Law No. 106–197.

Proclamation 7301—Older
Americans Month, 2000
May 2, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Older Americans are a treasured link to

our past. With courage, hard work, and un-
wavering devotion to family, community, and
country, our older citizens helped to make
the 20th century the American century. They
preserved our freedom through the crucible
of World War II; opposed Communist ag-
gression in Korea and through the long, dark
years of the Cold War; marched for labor
reform and civil rights; raised their families,
volunteered in their communities, and often
postponed their own dreams to fulfill the
dreams of their children. Their character,
values, and patriotism laid the foundation for
the peace and prosperity we enjoy today.

Older Americans have indeed contributed
much to the story of our past; and they have
much still to offer our future. Today, people
are living longer, more active, and more inde-
pendent lives than ever before, and one in
four Americans between the ages of 65 and
69 has a job, either part-time or full-time.
Many older Americans want to work, are able
to work, and have skills and experience that
businesses need in today’s booming econ-
omy.

Recognizing the changing role of older
men and women in our society, this year the
Congress unanimously passed, and I was
pleased to sign into law, the Senior Citizens’
Freedom to Work Act of 2000, which ushers
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