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Statement on Signing Legislation
Designating Wilson Creek in North
Carolina as a Part of the National
Wild and Scenic Rivers System

August 18, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
1749, an Act “To designate Wilson Creek in
Avery and Caldwell Counties, North Caro-
lina, as a component of the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System.”

Wilson Creek possesses all the remarkable
values that distinguish the free-flowing rivers
of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys-
tem: exceptional scenery; recreational oppor-
tunities; fish, wildlife, and botanical commu-
nities; and historic and cultural sites. The
designation will protect and conserve Wilson
Creek and provide continued opportunities
for fishing, white-water boating, swimming,
and hiking.

I applaud the efforts of the North Carolina
congressional delegation along with the
County Commissioners and residents of
Avery and Caldwell Counties who have
worked to preserve and protect this remark-
able resource. Their individual and collective
efforts have preserved for the people of the
State of North Carolina and all Americans
a natural treasure that, together with the
other rivers of the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System, will continue to add immeas-
urably to the quality of our environment and
our national life.

Designation of Wilson Creek as a wild,
scenic, and recreational river will finalize a
nearly 20-year conservation initiative and will
guarantee for future generations that the
river and its values are conserved. I am
pleased to sign this legislation, which will
permanently protect Wilson Creek as part of
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

NotE: H.R. 1749, approved August 18, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106-261. This item was

not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks at the Franklin, Essex, and
Clinton County Democratic Picnic in
Saranac Lake, New York

August 18, 2000

Thank you. Well, let me thank all of you
for coming out tonight. I thank the mayor
and all of our chairs. And Phil Lalande and
Anne Tubby, thank you for being with us to-
night.

I think Hillary just about said it all, don’t
you? I thought that was great.

I want to say a few things and then ask
you something from a little different perspec-
tive. First of all, I want to thank all the people
of New York State for voting twice in 1992
and 1996 for Bill Clinton and Al Gore, and
I'm very grateful to you. And I want to say
a special word of thanks to you for 1996,
when we carried 52 of the State’s counties,
including Franklin, Essex, and Clinton Coun-
ties, by big margins, and I thank you. Now
that we know you can do it, I hope you'll
do the same thing for Hillary and Al Gore
and Joe Lieberman this year.

I was thinking, when Chelsea and I were
sitting there listening to Hillary talk, two
things. First of all, I thought she was giving
a great talk. [Laughter] And I thought she
gave a great speech at the convention Mon-
day night. And I want to echo what she said
about the Vice President’s speech last night.
It was an extraordinary speech and a great
roadmap for the country’s future, and I'm
grateful for that.

But I want to talk to you from a unique
perspective, because my family has a new
candidate and my party, as of last night, has
a new leader. And so in this election, though
I will be President and I have a lot I'm going
to try to get done for you in the next 5
months, I am moving back to where I spent
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