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NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. on the South
Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to parent Glenda Parsons of Loudoun
County, VA, who introduced the President.

Statement on Signing the Breast and
Cervical Cancer Prevention and
Treatment Act of 2000

October 24, 2000

Today I am extremely pleased to sign the
‘‘Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention and
Treatment Act of 2000,’’ which invests over
$990 million over 10 years in an important
new health option for thousands of low-
income, uninsured women with breast or cer-
vical cancer. I was proud to include it in my
FY 2001 budget, and I am proud to sign this
bipartisan legislation into law.

Women without health insurance are 40
percent more likely to die from breast cancer
than those who are insured. Not only are they
less likely to be screened, but the course of
treatment they elect is often affected by their
ability to pay for services. This important leg-
islation will expand the limited treatment op-
tions now available to low-income, uninsured
women with breast cancer who are in the
unique situation of learning about their con-
dition through federally sponsored screening
programs.

The new assistance today’s action will pro-
vide for thousands of women with breast or
cervical cancer continues my administration’s
longstanding commitment to breast and cer-
vical cancer research, prevention, and treat-
ment. It builds on a record of administration
achievements that includes legislation to en-
sure the quality of mammograms and prevent
drive-by mastectomies, increasing access to
cancer clinical trials, and increasing funding
for breast and cervical cancer research, pre-
vention, and treatment from $283 million to
over $620 million during my administration.

As important as today’s achievement is, we
have many health care issues that still must
be addressed. I urge the Congress to pass
additional coverage expansions including a
new, affordable health insurance option for
parents and new health insurance options for
Americans facing unique barriers to cov-
erage, such as those aged 55 to 65, workers

in small businesses, and legal immigrants. I
also urge the Congress to pass legislation
streamlining the enrollment of uninsured
children in health insurance programs. Tak-
ing these long overdue steps will bring us
closer to our larger goal—ensuring that every
American has access to high quality, afford-
able health insurance.

NOTE: H.R. 4386, approved October 24, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–354.

Proclamation 7369—United Nations
Day, 2000
October 24, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Fifty-five years ago, the United States

played a leading role in founding the United
Nations, and the treaty creating the U.N. was
signed in San Francisco. Today, we are proud
to serve as host country for the United Na-
tions, whose headquarters in New York City
stands as an enduring symbol of the promise
of international peace and cooperation.

The United States remains fully com-
mitted to the principles of the United Na-
tions Charter, and we support efforts to make
the U.N. a more effective tool to meet the
challenges of our changing world. Many of
those challenges—poverty, disease, ethnic vi-
olence, and regional conflict—recognize no
borders and can only be addressed by nations
working together with shared resources and
common goals. The United Nations is
uniquely positioned to facilitate such collabo-
rative efforts.

Today, more than half the world’s people
live under governments of their own choos-
ing, an achievement that reflects the role the
U.N. has played as a steadfast peacemaker
and staunch advocate of international human
rights. But three- fourths of those people live
in developing countries, and more than a bil-
lion of them live in abject poverty. Through
agencies such as the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund, the U.N. is
working to address this gap between the
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