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helping to ensure our ocean legacy for future
generations.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 13, 2000.

NOTE: At the time of publication, S. 1482, ap-
proved November 13, had not been received by
the Office of the Federal Register in time for as-
signment of a public law number.

Statement on Signing the National
Marine Sanctuaries Amendments Act
of 2000
November 13, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign S. 1482, the
‘‘National Marine Sanctuaries Amendments
Act of 2000,’’ further strengthening Nation’s
commitment to ocean conservation. This Na-
tion prides itself on its conservation ethic, as
embodied in our national parks and refuges.
The 13 marine sanctuaries extend this ethic
into the sea, ensuring a healthy ocean envi-
ronment for future generations of swimmers
and surfers, fishermen and explorers, teach-
ers and students.

National marine sanctuaries enjoy broad
bipartisan support, and I am particularly
grateful to the Congressional leadership of
this legislation for their efforts. I am espe-
cially pleased that this act creates the Dr.
Nancy Foster Scholarship Program, named
in memory of Dr. Foster, who passed away
in June after a 23-year career fighting for
ocean conservation. It is a fitting tribute to
Dr. Foster to encourage scholarship, particu-
larly by women and minorities, in the fields
of oceanography, marine biology, and mari-
time archeology.

This legislation builds on the Clinton-Gore
administration’s work to preserve our Na-
tion’s oceans. Over the past 7 years, the Vice
President and I have fought for healthier
beaches and cleaner coastal waters, greater
protection for endangered and threatened
marine species, sound fisheries management,
and support for marine protected areas. We
have worked with Congress to secure a five-
fold increase in marine sanctuary funding to
$26 million and add new sanctuaries off Mas-
sachusetts, Florida, Washington, Hawaii,

and, most recently, Michigan. Today we ex-
tend this program into the future, and with
it this Nation’s commitment to an ocean ethic
for the 21st century.

NOTE: At the time of publication, S. 1482, ap-
proved November 13, had not been received by
the Office of the Federal Register in time for as-
signment of a public law number.

Statement on Signing the Coastal
Barrier Resources Reauthorization
Act of 2000
November 13, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
1752, the ‘‘Coastal Barrier Resources Reau-
thorization Act of 2000.’’ This Act reauthor-
izes and amends the Coastal Barrier Re-
sources Act (CBRA), which protects lives,
property, and key coastal barrier habitat by
prohibiting Federal subsidies for develop-
ment and disaster relief on many of our Na-
tion’s coastal barriers.

First enacted in 1982, CBRA established
the Coastal Barrier Resources System
(CBRS), which includes undeveloped coastal
barrier habitats along the Atlantic Ocean,
Gulf of Mexico, Great Lakes, Puerto Rico,
and the Virgin Islands. Last year, these coast-
al barriers were renamed the John H. Chafee
Coastal Barrier Resources System in honor
of the late Senator, who authored the original
CBRA and this reauthorizing legislation and
championed numerous other environmental
laws throughout his distinguished career of
public service. Today, CBRA protects over
3 million acres of coastal barrier habitat.

Coastal barriers provide a multitude of
services that are foundations of a strong
economy and healthy environment. For ex-
ample, coastal barriers often help provide the
conditions necessary to support productive
and lucrative fisheries. They also provide es-
sential habitat for threatened and endan-
gered species and protect the mainland from
coastal storms, bearing the full force of storm
surge and hurricane-level winds and shield-
ing the mainland from the severest storm
conditions. By limiting Federal subsidies
such as flood insurance from units in the Sys-
tem, CBRA discourages development, keep-
ing lives out of harm’s way, protecting fish
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and wildlife habitat, and reducing wasteful
expenditures of taxpayer dollars.

This Act contains a number of amend-
ments that will improve the CBRS and im-
plementation of the CBRA. One provision
allows the voluntary addition of lands to the
System, which could increase the amount of
coastal barrier habitat protected by CBRA.
The Act also codifies a set of mapping guide-
lines, which will help the public understand
the criteria used to delineate parts of the Sys-
tem. Most significantly, this Act recognizes
the value that digital mapping techniques can
add to coastal protection and authorizes a
digital mapping pilot program that will help
integrate the CBRA with Federal, State, and
local government planning tools.

Ultimately, I believe this technology will
better serve the public and protect natural
resources.

Naming the System after Senator Chafee
was a fitting tribute to a man who worked
so hard, and so successfully, to find common
ground in the struggle to protect and pre-
serve the environment for future genera-
tions. Senator Chafee was very proud of
CBRA, often stating his support during hear-
ings of the Senate Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works, which he chaired.
Given the laudable goals and achievements
of CBRA, I am pleased that the Congress
has reauthorized and strengthened the law.
This Act reaffirms our Nation’s commitment
to protecting valuable coastal barrier habitat
in this new century.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 13, 2000.

NOTE: At the time of publication, S. 1752, ap-
proved November 13, had not been received by
the Office of the Federal Register in time for as-
signment of a public law number.

Proclamation 7376—International
Education Week, 2000
November 13, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Today we live in a global community,

where all countries must work as partners
to promote peace and prosperity and to re-
solve international problems. One of the sur-
est ways to develop and strengthen such part-
nerships is through international education
programs.

These programs enable students to learn
other languages, experience other cultures,
develop a broader understanding of global
issues, and make lasting friendships with
their peers in other countries who will one
day guide the political, cultural, and eco-
nomic development of their nations. Some
of America’s staunchest friends abroad are
those who have experienced our country
firsthand as exchange students or who have
been exposed to American values through
contact with American students and scholars
studying overseas.

Since World War II, the Federal Govern-
ment has worked in partnership with col-
leges, universities, and other educational or-
ganizations to sponsor programs that help
our citizens gain the international experience
and skills needed to meet the challenges of
an increasingly interdependent world. At the
same time, American educational institutions
have developed study programs that attract
students from all over the world to further
their education in the United States.

One of the largest and most renowned of
these international education initiatives is the
Fulbright Program, which was founded by
Senator J. William Fulbright more than half
a century ago. Since its inception, the pro-
gram has provided nearly a quarter of a mil-
lion participants from the United States and
140 other nations—participants chosen for
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