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America: those who are struggling with high-
er energy bills because we hadn’t had an en-
ergy policy; those who have got big credit
card debts.

We’ve got the Blake family with us from
Alexandria, Virginia, Kelly and Pam—one
less son. [Laughter] They pay $4,000 in Fed-
eral income tax. Under my plan, they will
save $1,700. That’s real money for this hard-
working couple. They and their two sons, I
can assure you, will find good use for that
tax relief. And whatever they do, I strongly
believe they will spend it better and more
productively than the Federal Government
can.

This is an important debate for our coun-
try. It’s a debate about how to make sure
our economy continues to grow. But it’s real-
ly a debate about, who do we trust? Who
do—those of us who have been honored to
serve our country at the Federal level—who
do we trust with the people’s money? Do
we trust our Government, or do we trust the
people? I believe, after we meet priorities—
and we meet priorities by growing the discre-
tionary budget by 4 percent—that we always
have got to remember whose money it is
we’re talking about. It’s not the Govern-
ment’s money; it’s the people’s money.

And we’ve always got to remember, the
role of Government is not to create wealth.
It’s to create an environment in which the
entrepreneur can flourish, in which the small
business can grow to become a big business.
That’s the role of Government. And that’s
why it’s vital at this point in American history
that we return money back to the people.
Instead of returning money, we ought not
to take it in the first place, with real meaning-
ful tax relief.

I’ve learned that the people can make a
big difference in a lot of debates, particularly
the tax relief debate. We’re making some
pretty good progress. I saw a good Democrat
Senator out of Georgia the other day. Max
Cleland said that he is interested in—when
he comes back—interested in supporting the
$1.6 trillion plan. I think that’s what he said.
It certainly sounded like it to me. [Laughter]
And that’s a good sign. I appreciate the Sen-
ator going home and listening to the people.

You see, I think we’ve finally made the
case that we can meet the obligations of the

Federal Government, that we don’t have to
grow at 8 percent in order to meet obliga-
tions. We’ve also made the case that sending
money back to the people is important for
our economy and important for the American
Dream. And I want to thank your help for
it.

I want to invite all Americans to take a
look at the budget plan themselves. You can
order the little book by calling 202–512–
1800, and ask for the Citizen’s Guide to the
Federal Budget. Or you can download it for
free at www.whitehouse.government.

It’s important for you to follow your Gov-
ernment closely. It’s important for you to not
let the filter decide what’s reality and what’s
not reality. It’s important to get the facts.
And it’s always important to understand that
tax relief will stimulate creativity and enter-
prise for individual Americans.

I firmly believe tax relief means a better
life in a more prosperous America. So let the
Members of Congress know when they come
back that you’re watching, that you care for
what they do because it will affect your life
in a positive way.

I can’t thank you all enough for your sup-
port, and I can’t thank you enough for letting
me come by and make my case.

God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the
Hall of Flags at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
In his remarks, he referred to Kelly N. Stanley,
chairman, and Thomas J. Donohue, president and
chief executive officer, U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce; Tommy and Sharon Winfield’s children,
Joy and Tiffany Winfield and Ager Hilson; and
Kelly and Pam Blake’s children, Jeremy and Jared.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Ricardo Lagos of Chile and
an Exchange With Reporters
April 16, 2001

Chile-U.S. Free Trade Agreement
President Bush. I’m very honored to wel-

come the President of Chile here to the Oval
Office. Chile is a remarkable country. It’s a
country that is a strong democracy, that has
shown people in this hemisphere the impor-
tance of rule of law. I look forward to renew-
ing a friendship with the President.
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I also look forward to talking about free
trade. I’m confident that by the time this year
is over we will conclude a free trade agree-
ment with Chile. It’s in our Nation’s best in-
terest to do so. And finally, I think some
Members of Congress could take a good—
could take some lessons from Chile, particu-
larly when it comes to how to run our pension
plans. Our Social Security system needs to
be modernized, Mr. President, and I look
forward to getting some suggestions as to
how to do so, since you have done so, so
well.

But anyway, I welcome you to our country.
And thank you very much for being here.

President Lagos. I would like to take this
opportunity, and I would like to say that I
agree with the President that our team has
to work hard, very hard, in order to be able
to conclude an agreement by the end of the
year. And this is so, I’m sure, that the shared
investment in our countries are going to in-
crease for the benefit of our population in
order to give equal opportunities to every-
body.

We have common shares and common
goals, not only common interests but com-
mon shares and values with the U.S., in de-
mocracy, respect to human rights, a market
economy. And we are trying to do the best
to have equal opportunities for everybody.
And I think that these are the major goals
for your administration, our administration.
And we have to work in that direction. I’m
sure that the trade agreement, if we are able
to conclude, is going to be important to go
in this direction.

Thank you.
President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent.
Q. Mr. President, thank you, sir.
President Bush. The ground rules are: a

question from the American side and then
a question from the Chilean side.

Trade Promotion Authority
Q. Sir, last August, when you were a can-

didate, you said in Miami that when the next
President sits at the American Summit, other
nations must know that fast-track trade au-
thority is on the way. Why are you going to
Quebec with no promise of fast-track author-

ity, and are you willing to compromise with
Democrats to get it?

President Bush. Well, I’d certainly like
to have what they call fast-track authority.
It would—most Presidents have had it. It’s
important for the President to fight for the
right to be able to negotiate trade agreements
without amendment. I believe we’re making
progress toward regaining that power for the
President.

In the meantime, we can negotiate a bilat-
eral treaty with Chile. It’s a separate issue.
I’m confident we can get it done, Mr. Presi-
dent. Ambassador Zoellick is here. Ambas-
sador Zoellick and the rest of my administra-
tion are committed to not only having a good
trade agreement with Chile, but also giving
the President the trade promotion authority.
And we’ll discuss ways to get it out of the
Congress when the Congress gets back.

I had a meeting with the leadership on
both sides of the aisle to talk about trade
promotion authority. I believe we can get—
I believe we can get it done. It’s going to
require a lot of hard work and effort to do
so.

Q. Are you willing to compromise to do
it, sir?

President Bush. See, what happens here
in American politics, Mr. President, is people
are always trying to get me to put my cards
on the table. [Laughter]

President Lagos. That’s the same down
there, you know. [Laughter]

President Bush. That happens in Chile,
too? [Laughter]

Arms Sales to Chile
Q. Mr. President, Chile is looking to buy

F–16 planes to the United States, to mod-
ernize their army. What do you think of the
sales of sophisticated arms to Latin America?
Are you willing to support the requests of
Chile?

President Bush. I’m willing to discuss this
matter with the President. I look forward to
this being on the agenda that we’re about
to have. And we will listen to any request
that our friends in our hemisphere make. I
will tell you this, I am confident that Chile
is a peaceful nation. I’m confident that
they’re a democracy that’s—that intends to
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make the world more peaceful. And that’s
a good place to begin our discussion.

Thank you, all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Proclamation 7427—National
Volunteer Week, 2001
April 16, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America is blessed with millions of individ-

uals of good will and good works who play
significant roles in making positive change in
the lives of others.

While Government has great responsibil-
ities for public safety and public health, for
civil rights and common schools, compassion
is the work of a Nation. Caring requires more
than Government alone can provide. Many
of society’s greatest problems can only be
solved on a personal level, between those
who care and those in need.

During times of war and natural disaster,
Americans have provided relief to those in
need. Yet every day there are less publicized
instances of human need to which America’s
quiet heroes respond with equal strength and
vigor. Americans con tribute food to soup
kitchens and clothes to shelters and give love
to at-risk children, counsel to those who have
been abused, and friendship to those in hos-
pitals and nursing homes. From building a
new home for a young family to bringing a
meal to an elderly neighbor who is house-
bound, there are countless ways we can in-
vest our time and resources to provide com-
passionate help to our neighbors.

The faith community is a particularly rich
source of volunteer strength in America.
Government can rally a military, but it cannot
put hope in our hearts or a sense of purpose
in our lives. Faith motivates countless volun-
teers and calls on them to use their talents
to improve their neighborhoods in ways that
are beyond Government’s know-how.
Church and charity, synagogue, and mosque

form an essential part of our communities
and their indispensable work must have an
honored place in our plans and in our laws.
Government can and should unleash the best
impulses of the American spirit by wel-
coming faith-based organizations, as well as
other community groups, as partners in en-
couraging the high calling of serving others.

This week provides an opportunity to
thank those who give so much throughout
the year to help those less fortunate. It
should also serve as a challenge to each of
us to devote more energy to seeking a com-
mon good beyond our comfort. What indi-
vidual Americans do is more important than
anything Government does. We must all
heed Albert Schweitzer’s counsel: ‘‘The only
ones among you who will be really happy are
those who have sought and found how to
serve.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 22 through
28, 2001, as National Volunteer Week. Dur-
ing this week, I call on all Americans to cele-
brate the invaluable work that volunteers do
everyday across our country.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 19.

Remarks to the Organization of
American States
April 17, 2001

Mr. Ambassador, thank you very much.
Secretary General, distinguished Ambas-
sadors, it’s a pleasure for me to be here at
the OAS. Thank you for having me.

I want to recognize, before I begin, Luigi
Einaudi. He has ably served our Government
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