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us with a duty that goes on through the gen-
erations, to honor them in our thoughts and
our words and in our lives.

We have been given that opportunity this
morning. On your way to Arlington National
Cemetery you will pass The Mall, where our
Nation raised up memorials to Washington,
Lincoln, and those lost in Vietnam. That
same Mall will soon be the site of the World
War II Memorial.

The generation of World War II defeated
history’s greatest tyranny, leaving graves and
freedom from Europe to Asia. Our Nation
must always remember their heroism and hu-
mility and terrible suffering. And that mem-
ory must be and will be preserved on the
Washington Mall.

The World War II Memorial has been in
the works for a long time. The Congress of
the United States has acted to remove the
obstacles and begin the project. What is re-
quired now is a signature, and I am glad to
give it. In the 60th year after Pearl Harbor,
it is my huge honor to set my name on this
bill, ordering construction of a monument
that will stand for the ages. Not only will I
sign the bill, I will make sure the monument
gets built.

Thank you all for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:40 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Secretary of Veterans Affairs An-
thony J. Principi, who introduced the President;
Kitty Rumsfeld, wife of Secretary of Defense
Donald H. Rumsfeld; Joyce Martinez, wife of Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development Mel
R. Martinez; Jeni Cook, Director of Chaplain
Services, Department of Veterans Affairs; former
Senator Bob Dole, national chairman, and Fred-
erick W. Smith, cochairman, World War II Me-
morial Campaign; and Elizabeth Dole, former
Secretary of Transportation. Following his re-
marks, the President signed H.R. 1696, to expe-
dite the construction of the World War II Memo-
rial, assigned Public Law No. 107–11.

Statement on Signing Legislation To
Expedite the Construction of the
World War II Memorial
May 28, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 1696,
a bill to expedite the construction of the

World War II memorial in the District of
Columbia. It is indeed fitting that this meas-
ure becomes law on Memorial Day.

This legislation will allow the Nation to ex-
press the appreciation due the World War
II generation for their selfless sacrifices that
preserved the freedoms we all enjoy. I com-
mend the Congress for a truly bipartisan ef-
fort to expedite construction of the memorial.

Now that debate over the site and basic
design is concluded, the time has come for
all concerned with the creation of the memo-
rial to act with the same determination and
sense of common purpose so wonderfully
displayed by those we honor. We must get
the job done, so that those who served are
able to see the Nation’s permanent expres-
sion of remembrance and thanks.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 28, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 1696, approved May 28, was assigned
Public Law No. 107–11.

Executive Order 13214—President’s
Task Force To Improve Health Care
Delivery for Our Nation’s Veterans
May 28, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.), and in order to provide prompt
and efficient access to consistently high qual-
ity health care for veterans who have served
the Nation, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab-
lished the President’s Task Force to Improve
Health Care Delivery for Our Nation’s Vet-
erans (Task Force).

Sec. 2. Membership. The Task Force shall
be comprised of 15 members appointed by
the President. Two of the 15 members shall
serve as co-chairs of the Task Force. The
Task Force membership shall include health
care experts, officials familiar with Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and Department of
Defense health care systems, and representa-
tives from veteran and military service orga-
nizations.
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