
1102 July 26 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

shall ensure that all such plans are consistent
with Administration priorities and policies.
Heads of such entities shall designate an ap-
propriate official to assist Ambassador Taylor
in accomplishing the objectives of this man-
date.

Ambassador Taylor will work with the U.S.
Ambassadors to the SEED and FREEDOM
Support Act countries to strengthen coordi-
nation mechanisms in the field and increase
the effectiveness of our assistance and export
and investment programs on the ground. As-
sistance activities in the field will be coordi-
nated by Ambassadors or their designate.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 26.

Remarks on Signing Legislation
Honoring Senator Paul Coverdell
July 26, 2001

Ours is a city here full of memorials, full
of symbols of America’s gratitude for service.
And today we come together to honor one
such man who dedicated his life to service,
a life who left us far too soon.

Nancy, welcome. I want to thank you and
your family members for being here. I want
to thank Trent and Members of the United
States Senate. One reason he didn’t ask you
to speak is, he was afraid you were going to
go on too long, Phil. [Laughter] I appreciate
Senator Miller. I thank the Georgia delega-
tion for coming, Members of the Congress.
It’s good to see the former Speaker; thank
you for being here, as well.

I appreciate John Ashcroft, the Attorney
General, for being here, and Elaine Chao,
members of my Cabinet. I’m so honored that
members—former Directors of the Peace
Corps are here, including the current Acting
Director, Chuck Baquet. Thank you for
being here, as well. I thank Michael Adams,
the president of the University of Georgia,
for being here. And I want to thank my Am-
bassador-designee to the Vatican, Jim Nich-
olson, for being here, as well.

Paul Coverdell was a man of unusual abili-
ties and striking character. He spoke with
candor when others might hide the unpleas-

ant truth. He was wise and reasonable in a
city that often lacks both virtues. He was a
man of principle who understood our polit-
ical system’s essential need for compromise.
He was respected by both allies and adver-
saries.

And the causes to which he dedicated him-
self drew all his energy and thought and ef-
fort and commitment. He understood every
parent’s hopes for a quality education, so he
pressed for tax-free savings accounts for edu-
cation expenses. Today his idea is law. And
today we rename those accounts for him, the
Coverdell Education Savings Accounts.

He had a great heart and compassion for
others, and that could be seen in his imagina-
tive and strong leadership of the Peace
Corps. As the Corps’ first post-cold-war Di-
rector, he had a vision for a new era and
the leadership to bring those dreams into
being. So today, in his honor, we rename the
Peace Corps headquarters in Washington,
DC, the Paul D. Coverdell Peace Corps
Headquarters. And we also rename the
Peace Corps World Wise School program,
the Paul D. Coverdell World Wise Schools
programs.

Paul was a champion of science and med-
ical research. Wherever Americans push the
frontiers of knowledge, they’re advancing in
the spirit of Paul Coverdell. And so, I ap-
plaud Senator Miller for his leadership in the
decision to name the University of Georgia’s
new health science building for Paul.

You know, Paul and Nancy were frequent
visitors to my folks’ house in Maine. They
were such good friends that Mother got them
to plant roses. She’s a pretty tough task-
master. [Laughter] You can imagine old Paul
out there digging away, mother yelling,
‘‘More dirt!’’ [Laughter] The hole would be
dug and Mother saying, ‘‘You put the rose-
bush in there.’’ At any rate, we get to now
see the roses, and we think of Paul. The flow-
ers bloom only a short time, but like the roots
of those bushes, his memory lasts a long time.
And the fruits of his labors, we will see for
a long time coming.

I’ve spoken today of honoring Paul. The
truth is, he honored us by his selfless service.
We’re lucky to have known him.

It is now my honor to sign the bills hon-
oring a great man.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 00:47 Aug 01, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD30JY01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



1103Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / July 26

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:14 a.m. in the
Indian Treaty Room in the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Nancy Coverdell, widow of Senator
Coverdell; Senator Phil Gramm of Texas; and
former Speaker Newt Gingrich. S. 360 and S.
1190, approved July 26, were assigned Public Law
Nos. 107–21 and 107–22, respectively.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Virginia Gubernatorial Candidate
Mark Earley and an Exchange With
Reporters

July 26, 2001

The President. It’s my honor to welcome
the next Governor of Virginia to the Oval Of-
fice. This man is going to win because he
knows a couple of truths: One, that it’s im-
portant to let people keep their own
money—I appreciate your strong stance on
holding the line on cutting the car tax in Vir-
ginia—and secondly, he has prioritized edu-
cation, and he knows full well that if you have
a Governor who knows how to lead, you can
set clear spending priorities. And so I believe
Mark has got the right issues, the right vision,
and the right skill to be a great Governor
for Virginia.

Secondly, here in Washington, we’re mak-
ing progress on some key issues. I’ve been
meeting with Members of the Congress on
the Patients’ Bill of Rights; I will continue
to do so throughout the day. Secondly, I had
a very good visit with Senator Lieberman and
Senator Santorum on the faith-based initia-
tive, a positive discussion about how to get
the bill fashioned so it moves through the
Senate, and then, of course, be combined
with the House version.

The Members agree—at least, the two
Members that came to see me agree with
how important this initiative is. It’s important
to set aside politics and focus on helping peo-
ple. And the faith-based initiative does that.
And again, I want to repeat how appreciative
I am that Senator Lieberman and Senator
Santorum took time out of their day to come
and visit.

Soon-to-be-Governor Earley is going to
say a few remarks. I’ll answer a couple of
questions afterwards.

[At this point, Mr. Earley made brief re-
marks.]

The President. Thanks, Mark. You’re
going to win.

Yes, Gregory [David Gregory, NBC
News].

China’s Release of American University
Scholars

Q. Mr. President, why do you think China
agreed, finally, to release the two scholars?
And, to you, what does it say about the rela-
tionship between the U.S. and China?

The President. Well, I would hope that
part of it is because of the pressure our Gov-
ernment has put on China. I spoke directly
to Jiang Zemin on this very subject, about
the humane treatment of U.S. citizens and/
or legal residents. Perhaps China is begin-
ning to realize that, as she begins to deal with
Western nations, she’s going to have to make
better decisions on human rights.

Patients’ Bill of Rights
Q. Are you not giving up on Patients’ Bill

of Rights being voted on before the August
recess? And do you feel that your influence,
especially with Republicans in the House, is
diminished from what it was?

The President. I think we’ve had a pretty
good 6 months, when you think about it. I’ve
signed a lot of legislation. Today, for exam-
ple, I signed the legislation naming the edu-
cation savings accounts after Paul Coverdell.
That’s a piece of legislation that had lan-
guished in the past; it’s now law.

I signed tax cuts. I signed some regulatory
relief. I am very pleased with the cooperative
spirit in the Congress. And I do believe that
we can get a good Patients’ Bill of Rights.
I think the Members of Congress have taken
me seriously when I said there is a—I want
a bill.

But there are some things that are unac-
ceptable to me. And the most unacceptable
thing to me is that there be a piece of legisla-
tion that encourages lawsuits and discourages
American citizens from being able to afford
health insurance. I am deeply worried about
any legislation that will cause people to have
less health insurance. I refuse to accept that
legislation.
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