AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

1064

food deliveries, and must not allow slavery
to persist.

America stands united with responsible Af-
rican governments across the continent—and
we will not permit the forces of aggression
and chaos to take away our common future.
We jointly fight for our liberty. We chase
down coldblooded killers one at a time, and
we do so for the common good of all people.

Leon Sullivan wrote and spoke of a vibrant
partnership between America and Africa
that, in his words, would help mold Africa
into a new greatness, glorious to see. Tonight
his vision must be our mission. Together, we
can chart a new course for America’s partner-
ship with Africa and bring life and hope and
freedom to a continent that is meeting the
challenges of a new century with courage and
confidence.

May God bless the people of Africa, and
may God continue to bless America. Thank
you for having me.

NotE: The President spoke at 7:35 p.m. in the
Marriott Ballroom at the Marriott Wardman Park
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Andrew
Young, former U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations; President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria;
former Representative ]ack Kemp; Coretta Scott
King, widow of Martin Luther King, Jr.; and musi-
cian and activist Bono.

Exchange With Reporters in
Orlando, Florida

June 21, 2002

FBI Alert on Fuel Tanker Trucks

Q. [Inaudible]—the threat warning that
your administration has put out with regard
to fuel tugs—tanks, rather, or trucks, what
Americans need to be aware of?

The President. Well, any time we get any
kind of threat that we think is serious, we’ll
put it out, and people need to respond ac-
cordingly.

Q. Nothing more specific on this threat?

Situation in the Middle East

Q. Mr. President, what is your current
thinking on the Middle East? When can we
expect to hear from you?

The President. My current thinking is, is
that there are obviously some in the Middle
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East who want to use violence to destroy any
hopes for peace. And the world must do ev-
erything in its power to prevent the few from
creating misery for the many.

I—and if you're talking about the speech,
I'll give the speech when I'm ready to give
the speech. [Laughter] But—wait a minute;
let me finish—but I strongly condemn this
series of attacks. I fully recognize that Israel’s
got the right to defend herself. And all parties
who are interested in getting on the path to
peace must do everything they can to reject
this terror. It is outrageous, and it is—it’s got
to be stopped.

Q. Sir, do you agree with your wife that
the building of an electronic fence by Israel
is not particularly helpful to two states living
side by side in peace?

The President. Israel has a right to pro-
tect herself.

Q. Including an electrical fence?

National Economy/Corporate
Responsibility

Q. Mr. President, yesterday business ex-
ecutives who saw you said that you saw sev-
eral things weighing down the market—the
state of the economy, fears of terrorism, and
a loss of confidence in corporate accounts.

The President. Yes.

Q. Do you think the market is just not
going to bounce back until you address all
three of those?

The President. 1 think we are addressing
all three of those. And I think, obviously, cor-
porate profits are important. People are
going to make their decisions based upon
their view of the future and the P/E ratios
at the moment. Obviously, there is concern
in our society about possible terrorist attacks.
I think most people in America know we’re
doing everything we can to deal with it, par-
ticularly chasing these people down.

I don’t know if you took note, but there
was a significant event that took place in the
Philippines. The head of the Abu Sayyaf is
now dead. We want to congratulate Gloria
Arroyo for being tough and firm and strong
to help rid the world of this particular threat.

But I do think there is an overhang, over
the market, of distrust. Listen, 95 percent
or some percentage, a huge percentage of
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the business community are honest and re-
veal all their assets and have got compensa-
tion programs that are balanced. But there
are some bad apples. And—well, let me fin-
ish—and there are some bad apples. And the
business world must clean up its act. I mean,
people have got to have confidence as to
whether or not the assets and liabilities are
good numbers. Theyve got to have con-
fidence that the leadership has got the share-
holder and employee in mind when they
make decisions.

And so I'm concerned about that, and I
spoke very plainly about it. You've heard me,
in many of my speeches, say in this era where
we expect for there to be personal responsi-
bility in America; we expect there to be cor-
porate responsibility as well; that part of a
responsible era is, those who run corporate
America understand they have a responsi-
bility.

And so I believe it’s being addressed. I've
got confidence in the future of the country.
I've got confidence in our economy. I've got
confidence we’re doing everything we can to
stop terror. And I've got confidence in the
good faith of those who run corporate Amer-
ica.

Thank you.

[At this point, the President’s tour of the
Marks Street Senior Recreation Complex
continued. ]

2002 Elections

Q. Mr. President, how do you feel about
outpacing your predecessor when it comes
to fundraising, which you're about to do?

The President. Got good candidates.
Right here. One of the great candidates in
the history of Florida.

Q. Youre one of the best fundraisers,
right?

The President. No, no. It’s the can-
didates, Stretch [Richard Keil, Bloomberg
News]. It’s the candidates.

NoOTE: The exchange began at 2:33 p.m. during
the President’s tour of the Marks Street Senior
Recreation Complex. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Abu Sabaya, a leader of the Abu
Sayyaf terrorist group who was killed June 21 by
Philippine military forces; and President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philippines. A tape was
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not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Remarks at the Marks Street Senior
Recreation Complex in Orlando

June 21, 2002

Thank you all very much. So here’s what
they say about Marks Street Senior Center:
It’s one of the most happening places in all
of central Florida. [Laughter] 1 believe that.
I've just come from a spinning class. [Laugh-
ter] I just came from a strong exercise class.
Thankfully, T didn’t have to join. [Laughter]
I was most impressed by the spirit of the
participants and the idea of encouraging ex-
ercise. That’s what I'm here to talk about.

Before I do so, of course, I want to say
how proud I am of my little brother—[laugh-
ter]—my big little brother. I love him a lot.
I love him a lot. He’s a great man. I'm glad
to be with him here in Florida.

Today I came down with some distin-
guished citizens as well. I picked a man from
central Florida, from Orlando, to be my Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development,
and that’s Mr. Mel Martinez. I appreciate
you coming, Mel. Mel told me he volun-
teered here. He and his wife, Kitty, used to
come by to help people here, and it was kind
of old home week for him. But he’s doing
a fabulous job. And it’s hard to take a young
family out of such a beautiful part of the
world and sacrifice and move to Washington.
But Mel made that decision, and the coun-
try’s better off for it.

I want to thank the two United States Sen-
ators for traveling with me today, Senator
Bob Graham and Senator Bill Nelson. I want
to thank them for their—[applause]. I par-
ticularly want to thank Senator Graham for
his leadership on the Intelligence Com-
mittee. During this time where America is
at war, intelligence is—gathering of intel-
ligence is incredibly important, and I appre-
ciate the way he has led that committee. It
gives me great confidence to know that Bob
Graham is there making sure we do every-
thing we can to collect as much intelligence
as possible to protect Americans. And so Sen-
ator, I want to thank you for your leadership
on that issue.
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