
1549Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Nov. 6

the cause of peace and enhancing the secu-
rity of the American people. 

Now I’m pleased to sign into law the Iraq 
and Afghanistan supplemental appropria-
tions bill. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. H.R. 3289, approved November 5, was 
assigned Public Law No. 108–106.

Statement on Signing the Emergency 
Supplemental Appropriations Act for 
Defense and for the Reconstruction 
of Iraq and Afghanistan, 2004
November 6, 2003

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 3289, 
the ‘‘Emergency Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act for Defense and for the Recon-
struction of Iraq and Afghanistan, 2004.’’ The 
Act supports our mission and our troops de-
ployed in Iraq, Afghanistan, and elsewhere, 
which will better secure the safety of Amer-
ica and the world. 

Sections 1108 and 1113 of the Act prohibit 
the use of appropriated funds for certain ac-
tivities unless the congressional defense com-
mittees receive advance notice. Although 
such advance notice can be provided in most 
situations as a matter of comity, situations 
may arise in which the President must act 
promptly pursuant to his constitutional re-
sponsibilities while protecting certain ex-
traordinarily sensitive national security infor-
mation. The executive branch shall construe 
these sections in a manner consistent with 
the constitutional authority of the President 
to classify and control access to information 
bearing on the national security. 

The Act incorrectly refers to the Coalition 
Provisional Authority (CPA) as if it were es-
tablished pursuant to U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. The executive branch shall con-
strue the provision to refer to the CPA as 
established under the laws of war for the oc-
cupation of Iraq. 

Section 2203(b)(2)(C) requires executive 
agency heads to furnish certain reports to the 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
‘‘[e]ach committee that the head of the exec-
utive agency determines has legislative juris-

diction for the operations of such department 
or agency to which the information related.’’ 
The executive branch shall, as a matter of 
comity and for the very narrow purpose of 
determining to whom an agency will submit 
the report under this provision, determine 
the legislative jurisdiction of congressional 
committees. 

Section 2215(b)(4) of the Act calls for a 
report on ‘‘the progress being made toward 
indicting and trying leaders of the former 
Iraqi regime for’’ specified crimes. The exec-
utive branch shall construe the provision as 
calling for a report on the activities of the 
relevant systems of justice, and not on wheth-
er any given individual has committed any 
of the enumerated crimes, which is a matter 
to be determined by an appropriate tribunal 
according to applicable law. 

Title III of the Act creates an Inspector 
General (IG) of the CPA. Title III shall be 
construed in a manner consistent with the 
President’s constitutional authorities to con-
duct the Nation’s foreign affairs, to supervise 
the unitary executive branch, and as Com-
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces. The 
CPA IG shall refrain from initiating, carrying 
out, or completing an audit or investigation, 
or from issuing a subpoena, which requires 
access to sensitive operation plans, intel-
ligence matters, counterintelligence matters, 
ongoing criminal investigations by other ad-
ministrative units of the Department of De-
fense related to national security, or other 
matters the disclosure of which would con-
stitute a serious threat to national security. 
The Secretary of Defense may make excep-
tions to the foregoing direction in the public 
interest. 

Provisions of the Act that require disclo-
sure of information, including section 
3001(h)(4)(B) of the Act, shall be construed 
in a manner consistent with the President’s 
constitutional authority to withhold informa-
tion that could impair foreign relations, na-
tional security, the deliberative processes of 
the Executive, or the performance of the Ex-
ecutive’s constitutional duties. 

George W. Bush 
The White House, 
November 6, 2003. 

NOTE: H.R. 3289, approved November 6, was as-
signed Public Law No. 108–106.
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Remarks on Presenting the National 
Medals of Science and Technology 
November 6, 2003

Thank you all very much. Please be seated. 
Welcome to the White House. I’m pleased 
to be in such distinguished company here in 
the East Room. I want to congratulate our 
honorees, and I want to welcome your fami-
lies and friends. 

Each year, our Nation honors outstanding 
work in science and technology. These hon-
orees have given exceptional service in their 
fields and bring great credit to themselves 
and credit to our country. Today we express 
America’s pride in their achievement and our 
respect for these national laureates of science 
and technology. 

I want to thank Sam Bodman, who is the 
Deputy Secretary of the Department of 
Commerce, for joining us. I thank Phil Bond, 
who is the Under Secretary of Technology 
for the Department of Commerce. I want 
to thank the Director of the Office of Science 
and Technology Policy for the President, Dr. 
John Marburger, for being here. Arden 
Bement is the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology; thank you, 
sir. Rita Colwell is the Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation. John Bordogna is 
the Deputy Director of the National Science 
Foundation. Thank you all for coming. 

I want to thank the panelists who selected 
this outstanding group of laureates for their 
hard work. We’ve got two Members of the 
United States Senate with us today, members 
from the mighty Delaware delegation. 
[Laughter] Joe Biden and Tom Carper, wel-
come. Thank you all for coming, appreciate 
you being here. 

We’ve got students from Benjamin 
Banneker High School with us today. I found 
it very interesting and wise that the students 
met one-on-one with each of the laureates 
to help develop their interest in science. 
Thank you for not only being scholars and 
pioneers but teachers as well. 

The National Medal of Science honors pio-
neering scientific research that has enhanced 
our basic understanding of life and the world 
around us. The National Medal of Tech-
nology recognizes the achievements of men 
and women who embody the spirit of Amer-

ican innovation and have enhanced the Na-
tion’s global competitiveness. Both these 
medals are authorized by acts of Congress. 
They’re the highest honors the President can 
bestow for attainment in science and tech-
nology.

The men and women we honor today 
probably didn’t begin their careers with the 
expectation of receiving such honors. Most 
great achievers in the fields of science and 
technology have a sense of calling. They’re 
drawn to the work by their curiosity and by 
their talent. They carry out their work with 
patient effort and the openness to truth that 
leads to discovery. The highest reward for 
their work is the good they do and the knowl-
edge they leave behind. 

The medals we confer today are a way of 
expressing our own gratitude to some of the 
most gifted and visionary men and women 
in America. The men and women are helping 
to enhance the Nation’s health and economic 
prosperity. They’ve made their contributions 
to progress in a variety of fields, from physics 
to genetics to mathematical theory to engi-
neering to the development of semiconduc-
tors. Some of them have made achievements 
beyond their own fields of endeavor, thereby 
showing the great potential of interdiscipli-
nary research. Each of these recipients has 
set a standard of excellence. Each is widely 
admired by peers and sets a fine example 
for the next generation of scientists, mathe-
maticians, and engineers. And all of them 
represent the finest qualities of their profes-
sions and the finest qualities of our country.

This great Nation provides opportunities 
and institutions that make achievement pos-
sible. We’ve got a vibrant free enterprise sys-
tem. We’ve got the world’s finest universities 
and generous support for scientific and tech-
nological endeavor. Yet, all the great achieve-
ments we honor today are the sum of indi-
vidual effort. And when we speak of Amer-
ican creativity and American ingenuity, we’re 
speaking of men and women like our national 
laureates of science and technology. They 
have freely accepted the toil of overcoming 
challenges. They have put their considerable 
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