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will be good. I’m looking forward to this. I 
really am. It’s—I remember going to the 
chocolate shop and—which was not diplo-
macy, it was pure commercialism on my part. 
But it was kind of a sweet reminder of our 
trip there, and I’m just confident that the 
trip will be equally as good this time. 

Q. Thank you so much, Mr. President, for 
these kind words. 

The President. Good luck to you. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 10:41 a.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred 
to Paul Rusesabagina, whose actions to shelter ref-
ugees during the 1994 Rwanda genocide were de-
picted in the film ‘‘Hotel Rwanda’’; and King Al-
bert II, Queen Paolo, and Prime Minister Guy 
Verhofstadt of Belgium. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this interview.

Interview With ARD-German 
Television 
February 18, 2005

Agenda for the President’s Upcoming 
Visit to Europe 

Q. Mr. President, your visit to Europe is 
an important gesture. Now what many peo-
ple wonder is, beyond the style, what sub-
stance you’re going to add to the—invig-
orating the transatlantic relationship? 
Schroeder has just proposed a NATO reform, 
to have a forum to discuss policy. What do 
you think about things like that? 

The President. Well, I—look, I mean, 
first of all, I think NATO is vital, and I look 
forward to reminding him that the U.S. posi-
tion is that NATO is a vital institution, and 
that—but so is the EU. And we look forward 
to working with the EU. 

In terms of—and I think it’s a legitimate 
question for people to say, ‘‘Look, it’s fine 
to have nice words, but it’s, what can we do 
together? What can we do together to make 
the world a better place?’’ We can continue 
to fight disease and hunger, which we will. 
The United States is actively involved on the 
continent of Africa on HIV/AIDS and wants 
to work with our European friends through 
the Global Fund to do so. We can work on 
trade matters, a benefit to the citizens of the 
U.S. and to Europe that there be active 

trade. And equally importantly, we can work 
to spread freedom and peace. 

And so I’m going to talk about Middle 
Eastern peace, my vision about two states liv-
ing side by side in peace, Israel and Palestine. 
I’m going to talk about Iran. I’ll talk about 
Syria. I’ll talk about Lebanon. I mean, there’s 
a lot of things—concrete things—that we 
need to be working on so that we can say 
when it’s all said and done, the world is more 
peaceful for our children. 

Iran and Syria 
Q. You mentioned Iran and Syria, two real 

hot spots, two conflicts in the making. Now, 
70 percent of all Germans are convinced, ac-
cording to a latest poll, that you are already 
planning a military action against Iran. Now, 
what do you say to disperse these fears? You 
know that Blair, Schroeder, and Bush [sic] 
would like you to play a more active role in 
the diplomatic——

The President. No, I know—listen, we’re 
playing—look, first of all, I hear all these ru-
mors about military attacks, and it’s just not 
the truth. We want diplomacy to work. And 
I believe diplomacy can work so long as the 
Iranians don’t divide Europe and the United 
States. And the common goal is for them not 
to have a nuclear weapon. It’s in the interests 
of the German people and the American peo-
ple and all people for the Iranians not to de-
velop that nuclear weapon. 

And so I want to applaud and will applaud 
Gerhard and the other leaders for sending 
a clear message to Iran. The Iranians need 
to know—they know what they need to do. 
And so what they’re trying to do is kind of 
wiggle out. They’re trying to say, ‘‘Well, we 
won’t do anything, because America is not 
involved.’’ But America is involved. We’re in 
close consultation with our friends. We’re on 
the board of the IAEA. And we will continue 
to work with friends and allies to make it 
clear. 

The other thing Iran’s got to do—two 
other things they’ve got to do, is stop export-
ing terror through Hezbollah, which could 
be a devastating blow to the peace process 
between Israel and the Palestinian people, 
and they ought to open up their country to 
more democracy and freedom, just like we 
do in the United States and Germany, give 
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their people a chance to express themselves 
in a free way. 

Q. Now, some people are reminded, when 
you say you have no plans for military actions, 
they’re reminded of the pre-Iraq crisis, when 
you said, ‘‘No war plans on my desk,’’ and 
then one month later, there was. What’s dif-
ferent this time? 

The President. Well, it’s totally different. 
The Iraqi situation was one where many good 
people tried diplomacy to solve the problem. 
Remember, the whole world thought the 
man had weapons of mass destruction. The 
United Nations thought he had weapons of 
mass destruction. And that’s why—one of the 
reasons why they passed 16 resolutions. I 
mean, this was an issue where diplomacy had 
been exhausted. 

And I went to the United Nations and said, 
‘‘Let’s, one more time, hold the man to ac-
count.’’ And the United Nations said, ‘‘Dis-
close, disarm, or face serious consequences.’’ 
That’s what the world body said. The United 
Nations Security Council voted 15 to nothing 
for that resolution. 

The Iranian issue hasn’t even been to the 
United Nations yet. In other words, there’s 
a lot more diplomacy to be done. And the 
people of Germany have just got—I know 
the rumors, and I’ve heard all the gossip and 
the false stories about this, that—the people 
have got to know that we will try diplomacy 
for all means. 

Iraq 
Q. Are you happy with the way things are 

going in Iraq? They just had elections, but 
they seemed to not support the moderate 
Allawi but more the Shiites. And in that situa-
tion, what are you going to ask the Germans 
to do on top of what they’re already doing 
in the training? 

The President. Well, you know, look, I 
think Gerhard is comfortable in the training 
mission. But I’m going to wait for him to 
tell me if he’s interested in participating. If 
so, the German Government would be wel-
come. Germany is really good at certain 
things, like we’re good at things. And Ger-
many is good at training and ministerial— 
developing ministries and humanitarian aid 
and the PRT in Afghanistan, for example, is 
a great German contribution. And what 

friends do is they say, ‘‘Are you comfortable? 
If you’re interested in helping this fledgling 
democracy get to be a more mature democ-
racy, where’s your comfort level?’’ And so I’m 
looking forward to talking to him about that. 

You mentioned the Shi’as. Allawi is a Shi’a 
himself. My attitude is this: A Government 
that has been voted on by the people is going 
to be, by its very nature, a reasonable Gov-
ernment. In other words, it’s a—govern-
ments tend to reflect the will of the people, 
and the people of Iraq want to live in peace. 
The mothers and dads want to raise their 
children in a peaceful environment. 

I am heartened by the political posturing 
going on. I think it is healthy to see the dif-
ferent factions of Government begin to 
emerge, all of whom are saying—this is an 
important point—all of whom are saying, 
‘‘There needs to be a unified Iraq, respect 
for minority rights.’’ And there’s a nationalist 
feeling there. I mean, some are saying, ‘‘Are 
you worried about Iranian influence?’’ Well, 
if the Iranian Government tries to destabilize 
an elected government, I am. But to the ex-
tent that the Iraqi people love Iraq before 
they love Iran, I take comfort. And Iraq is 
a proud nation, and they care deeply about 
their national heritage and tradition and fu-
ture. 

Germany and the U.N. Security Council 
Q. One word about Germany’s aspirations 

for a permanent seat in the Security Council? 
The President. Yes, right. [Laughter] 
Q. You knew I’d ask that. 
The President. No, you should ask it. And 

Gerhard—I’m very aware of that. And we’ll 
look forward to working—look, I haven’t 
taken a position on reform yet. And I want 
to see how this—the different models of re-
form come forward. But Germany is a great 
nation, and Germany is—Europe is vital for 
the future of the United States, and Germany 
is vital for the future of Europe. And I’m 
open for suggestions. 

Q. Thank you very much. 
The President. Thanks for coming. 
Q. We should do this every month. 
The President. I’d like to. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 10:48 a.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred 
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to Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of Germany; 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and 
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim 
Government. He also referred to Provincial Re-
construction Teams, a component of NATO’s 
International Security Assistance Force operating 
in Afghanistan. The interviewer referred to Prime 
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom. A 
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this interview.

Interview With Slovak State 
Television 
February 18, 2005

President’s Upcoming Visit to the Slovak 
Republic 

Q. Mr. President, I assume that your trip 
to Europe, after your reelection, was very 
well tailored, and we can imagine why you 
go to Brussels and to Germany. But there 
are lots of—lots of speculation about why you 
decided to go to Bratislava. So what was be-
hind this decision? And what will be your 
message for Slovaks and people in our re-
gion? 

The President. Thanks. I’ve been trying 
to think about when this thought got in my 
mind. I think—I have to credit your Prime 
Minister, who, in the Oval Office, said, ‘‘You 
need to come to our country.’’ And I thought 
about it, and I think I told Condi Rice then, 
when she was my National Security Adviser, 
before I named her Secretary of State, that 
would be a great idea. 

I’d like to come, and I’m thankful for the 
invitation, because I want to say to the world, 
‘‘Freedom is a beautiful thing, and here is 
a country that is working hard to promote 
democracy.’’ The spirit of your Prime Min-
ister, talking about overcoming the difficul-
ties to become a free society, is—was just 
wonderful. 

I’ve always felt like countries like the Slo-
vak Republic are very important for the 
world to know more about, and—because, 
as you know, I’m a big believer in liberty, 
and this is a country which is succeeding. 
And it’s not—there’s bumps in the road. It’s 
difficult, but it’s successful. 

So I’m looking forward to coming. It’s 
going to be one of the highlights of the trip; 
it really is. 

Iraq/Europe-U.S. Relations 
Q. You have, obviously, a very good rela-

tionship with Slovak Government and the 
other governments of so-called new Europe. 
But the public does not always necessarily 
agree with our Government and with Amer-
ican policy. And you, many time, stress that 
you want to have a very good relationship 
with the whole Europe. So what is your strat-
egy to improve the relationship with the na-
tions, with the citizens? 

The President. That’s a good point. Well, 
first of all, nobody likes war. And basically 
what you’re referring to is my decision to go 
into Iraq. And I can understand why citizens, 
particularly if they didn’t feel threatened by 
Saddam Hussein, would say, ‘‘We don’t like 
war, and we don’t agree with what George 
Bush decided.’’ And I know that. 

But now they’ve got to see what’s hap-
pening in Iraq. Eight million people voted 
in the face of terror. I mean, there’s a free 
country. And so what’s going to be very im-
portant for me is to connect that free country 
emerging with peace for their children and 
grandchildren. In other words, there has to 
be a connection in order for people to say, 
‘‘Well, now I understand what, you know, 
what the policy means.’’ It’s a—and so one 
of the reasons—that’s what I’ll speak about 
not only—I mean, in Europe, it’s very impor-
tant to make that connection. 

It’s—ours is a—mine is a mission and a 
trip that says, ‘‘We share values, human rights 
and human dignity and rule of law and mi-
nority rights and respect for women.’’ And 
therefore, it’s those values that should unite 
our voices when it comes to spreading those 
values in parts of the world that are troubled 
parts of the world, Iran or Syria or, as you 
saw recently, in Lebanon. I’m convinced that 
as democracy—and particularly, Israel and 
the Palestinian Territories—as democracy 
takes hold there, the people of the Slovak 
Republic will see, ‘‘Gosh, I’m beginning to 
understand what President Bush was trying 
to do.’’

U.S. Visa Policy 
Q. United States and you, personally, 

helped to fulfill the vision of free, demo-
cratic, and united Europe. But there is some-
thing missing from this picture, and people 
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