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We who ask for God’s help for ourselves have
a particular obligation to care for the least
of our brothers and sisters within our midst.

During the funeral for Abraham Lincoln,
Bishop Matthew Simpson relayed a story
about a minister who told our 16th President
that he hoped the Lord was on his side. Lin-
coln wisely replied that he was more con-
cerned that he was on the side of the Lord,
because the Lord was always on the side of
right.

Freedom is a divine gift that carries with
it a tremendous human responsibility. The
National Day of Prayer is a day that we ask
that our Nation, our leaders, and our people
use the freedom we have been given wisely.
And so we pray as Americans have always
prayed, with confidence in God’s purpose,
with hope for the future, and with the humil-
ity to ask God’s help to do what is right.

Thank you for coming. May God bless.

NotE: The President spoke at 9:26 am. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Vonette Bright, former chairman,
National Day of Prayer Task Force; Max Lucado,
2005 honorary chairman, National Day of Prayer,
and his wife, Denalyn; and Rabbi Kenneth
Auman, president, Rabbinical Council of America.

Interview With Dutch TV NOS
May 5, 2005

President’s Upcoming Visit to the
Netherlands

Q. Mr. President, thank you very much
for giving us the opportunity to talk to you.
You're going to Europe, commemorating 60
years of liberation in Europe. You could have
gone to many countries. Why did you choose
to go to Holland?

The President. First of all, Holland was
a stalwart, and the people of Holland were
brave and courageous when it came to resist-
ing tyranny. And a lot of people paid a heavy
price for standing for freedom in the face
of fascism. As well many Americans lost their
lives on Dutch soil, and it's an opportunity
to praise those who fought, honor those who
died, and remind people that there’s more
work to be done to make the world more
free.
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Democracy in the Middle East/War on
Terror

Q. About that, more work to be done, do
you see any similarities about what happened
60 years ago, the Americans, among others,
liberating Europe, and what you are doing
now, in the Middle East, for example?

The President. Well, it’s a different situa-
tion, but there is evil in the world. There’s
always been evil. I believe that those who
kill in the name of a great religion are evil
people; people who are willing to destroy in-
nocent life or bury people in mass graves or
starve people to death are evil. And I think
the free world must confront evil. The last
choice is to use the military. On the other
hand, sometimes you have to.

And as you know, I made a difficult deci-
sion. Some in Europe didn’t agree. Some in
Holland didn’t agree, and I can understand
that. But now we have an obligation and a
duty, it seems like to me, to work together
to help others become free. Freedom is uni-
versal—{reedom shouldn’t be just—people
shouldn’t view freedom as only the purview
of Americans or the Dutch or Europeans.
Everybody deserves to be free.

President’s Leadership and
Decisionmaking

Q. But the interesting thing is, Mr. Presi-
dent, that we all agree, also in Europe, about
your goals, democracy, freedom

The President. Sure.

0. safety in the world. Does it frus-
trate you sometimes that—for example, in
the Netherlands they did a poll before you
are coming now that a vast part of the popu-
lation does not agree with the way you're
handling world affairs, for example.

The President. Well, you know

Q. Is it frustrating?

The President. No, it doesn’t. I mean,
——

Q. It must be a little, though.

The President. No, it doesn’t; it doesn’t
frustrate me. I make decisions on what I
think is right. That's what leaders do. The
other day in a press conference, I was asked
about polls here in America. I said, “A leader
who tries to lead based upon polls is like a
dog chasing his tail.” That’s not how you lead.
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No, I feel comfortable with the decisions I've
made.

Q. Is it maybe, then, a communication
problem?

The President. 1 don’t know. I don’t fol-
low the Dutch media, don’t know what’s
being said in Holland.

Abu Ghraib/Cooperation in Iraq
Q. Well, when people are being asked

about you or America, they admire, again,
your goals, but when you talk about, for ex-
ample, about the war on terror and you see
freedom and democracy, the Dutch see that
as well, but they also see, for example, pris-
oner abuse in Abu Ghraib prison or Guanta-
namo Bay, where prisoners are being held
without charge, or the Americans who do not
want their soldiers in The Hague for the tri-
bunal, to be accountable.

The President. Well,
ferent

Q. So they see that problem.

The President. Well, first of all, all Ameri-
cans, including me, reject Abu Ghraib. That
was an aberration. That’s not what America
stands for. And if people are concerned about
the tactics, I understand that, but the goal
is peace. And now is the time to work to-
gether to achieve peace.

Q. How do you want to do that? What
do you want to tell the Dutch people?

The President. Let me finish. But you
asked me, do I worry about polls? I don’t;
that’s not what leaders do. Leaders who sit
around and read polls all the time are leaders
that don’t lead.

Q. But the Dutch people are interested
in

we have dif-

The President. Let me finish, please. And
I have an obligation to lead. And we’re mak-
ing progress. You saw 82 million people
voted in Iraq. They defied the terrorists.
They defied the suicide bombers, because
they desire to be free. And now we have an
obligation to work to help that country de-
velop into a democracy, because the lesson
of Europe, of working together as democ-
racies, has yielded peace.

You know, 60 years ago, people would sit
around and wonder whether or not peace
was possible. And as a result of the good work
of many in Holland and around Europe and

May 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005

the United States working collaborative, the
world is a peaceful place. And that’s what
we have a chance to do today. And that’s
why I thank the Dutch Government for help-
ing train Iraqis, for example, helping Iraq be-
come stable. And it’s in our long-term inter-
est that that happen.

Democracy in the Netherlands/Culture of
Life

Q. One last question about something
completely different.

The President. Sure.

Q. Youre the President in the United
States known for coming up for moral values,
moral issues, also—Terri Schiavo, for exam-
ple. The Dutch Government is completely
on the other side of the spectrum when it
comes to abortion or euthanasia, gay mar-
riages, drugs even. Politicians from your
party weren’t even—Americans don’t go—
don’t want to go to the direction of Holland.
Do you share that concern?

The President. No, I—first of all, Holland
is a free country. It's a country where the
people get to decide the policy. The Govern-
ment just reflects the will of the people.
That’s what democracies are all about. And
that’s what—that’s why we should continue
to work for common interest to support gov-
ernment of the people, not government that
dictates to people. And so if that's what the
people of Holland want, that’s what the Gov-
ernment should reflect.

Q. No special message from the President
of America?

The President. No. I mean, people are
allowed to make—I have a different view,
and many Americans have a different view.
I've always worked to promote a culture of
life. I think that a civil society is one that
protects the most vulnerable among us.

But you asked me whether or not I have
a message for the people of Holland. The
message is: Keep free, be free, support de-
mocracy and liberty, not only within your
country but continue to work with free na-
tions to help people be free around the
world, and the world will be a more peaceful
place.
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Europe-U.S. Relations/International
Criminal Court

Q. One final question, if I may, please.

The President. Sure, sure.

Q. I think maybe Europeans feel that
you're also their President, but they do not
get to vote for you. How do you feel that
responsibility?

The President. 1 really—I appreciate that.
I'm perplexed by that attitude, because Eu-
ropeans have got very good leaders.

Q. But your decisions influence our lives.

The President. Well, sometimes they do,
and sometimes European decisions influence
American lives. But the best way to influence
the world is to work together in a collabo-
rative spirit. And I appreciate the leadership
in the Netherlands. I get along very well with
the leadership, and I am—my pledge is to
continue to work as closely as we possibly
can.

Listen, there’s going to be differences of
opinion. You mentioned the International
Criminal Court. We're not going to join it,
and there’s a reason why we're not going to
join it: We don’t want our soldiers being
brought up in front of unelected judges. But
that doesn’t mean that we’re not going to
hold people to account, which we're doing
now in America. And nor does it mean that
even though we may disagree on the Court,
that we can’t work for other big goals in the
world.

And so, again, on my second trip to Europe
since I've been the President, I'm going to
continue to emphasize my desire to work
with others to achieve peace.

Q. Okay, Mr. President.

The President. Welcome.

Q. Thank you again.

The President. Yes. Thanks for coming.

Q. And enjoy your stay in the Netherlands.

The President. I'm looking forward to it.

NoTE: The interview was taped at 9:48 a.m. in
the Map Room at the White House for later
broadcast.
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The President. I'm looking forward to this
trip, second trip to Europe since my second
Inauguration, second time to the Baltics
since I've been President. I've been to Russia
a lot of times, first time to Georgia in my
life, and first time to the Netherlands in my
life. And I'm looking forward to the experi-
ence.

I'm going to celebrate with others the end
of World War II. It’s a chance to give thanks
to those who sacrificed. It is a moment to
understand that with each generation comes
responsibilities to work to achieve peace. It
will be a solemn occasion in the graveyard,
but one in which I will be able to express
our appreciation to the Dutch for her friend-
ship and remind the world that we still have
great duties. And one of the greatest duties
of all is to spread freedom to achieve the
peace.

I look forward to going to the Baltics again.
When the Baltics first got into NATO, I re-
member commenting to somebody sitting
close to me, I said, “This is going to be a
fantastic addition to NATO, because coun-
tries that have been—that really appreciate
freedom are now amidst a great Alliance, re-
invigorating the concept of why we exist in
the first place, to defend freedom.”

And I look forward to seeing the leaders
from the free countries. I look forward to
my speech in Latvia, which talks about de-
mocracy and the spread of democracy. But
also with democracy has got certain obliga-
tions, rule of law, transparency, and the pro-
tection of minority rights—protection of mi-
norities, upholding minority rights.

I'm looking forward to going to Russia. I'll
have a private dinner with President Putin.
It will be a part of an ongoing dialog I have
with him as we learn to continue to respect
each other and have a frank dialog about our
countries” ambitions, decisionmaking.

When you get close to a leader, as I have
done with a lot of leaders around the world,
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