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friends in Texas, and one of whom was my 
dad. And he had son—he had a son my age, 
and we did an exchange program. And my 
year to go to visit Scotland was, I think, the 
year we actually moved from Midland, Texas, 
to Houston, Texas—quite a dramatic year for 
me. 

Anyway, I went there and spent a month 
or so on their sheep farm in Glen Isle, I be-
lieve it is. It was a fantastic experience. First 
of all, it’s a fabulous family, and their farm 
is beautiful. They still have the farm. It’s still 
in their family, I’m told, by another son. 
Jamie is the older son who was my age, and 
then Billy was a person that I then recon-
nected with. He was an oil and gas guy— 
became an oil and gas guy. And he used to 
come out to Midland, Texas, and we did 
some deals together. I take it—he’s taken his 
little entity and built it into a big entity. He’s 
a very successful entrepreneur. 

I see Billy on occasion. Actually, Billy and 
his wife, Geraldine, and their two kids came 
to visit Laura and me, I want to say, last year. 
We went to Camp David. And so we’re in 
touch. And then I saw—the Queen gave a 
beautiful dinner for us at Buckingham Pal-
ace, and Gammell showed up in his kilt. And 
I said, ‘‘Look, buddy, you can wear your kilt, 
but I’m not going to wear one, if that’s all 
right.’’ [Laughter] 

Q. And how—is there any—you’re staying 
at the most famous golf course in the world. 
Are you going to have some time for—— 

The President. I’m afraid Blair has got 
us over-scheduled. [Laughter] And he 
didn’t—he wants us to work as opposed to 
get a lot of recreation. I’m looking forward 
to walking the links, if possible. I’d like to 
get a little—I’m an exercise person. And I’d 
like to get some exercise. Laura is going over 
there, so she and I can walk around together, 
holding hands in the Scottish mist. 

Q. Very romantic. Thank you very much. 
The President. Listen, thanks guys, for 

coming. I appreciate it. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 10:28 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House for later 
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred 
to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King-
dom; President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe; 
President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa; Prime 
Minister Manomohan Singh of India; former 

President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Gen. John P. 
Abizaid, USA, combatant commander, U.S. Cen-
tral Command; Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
of Japan; President-elect Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
of Iran; President Jose Manuel Durao Barroso of 
the European Commission; and Prime Minister 
Jean-Claude Juncker of Luxembourg, in his capac-
ity as President of the European Council. Journal-
ists participating in the interview were Gerard 
Baker and Roland Watson. This transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on June 
30. A tape was not available for verification of the 
content of this interview. 

Interview With the Danish 
Broadcasting Corporation 
June 29, 2005 

Mr. Kim Bildsoe-Lassen. Thank you, Mr. 
President. Let me initially thank you for this 
opportunity. It is actually the first time an 
American President in office has been inter-
viewed like this on Danish television. 

The President. Oh, thanks. Glad to do it. 
Thank you. 

President’s Leadership 
Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. And there is obvi-

ously an abundance of subjects that would 
be of great interest to talk about, but since 
we only have limited time, I would like to 
start rather bluntly, if I may. There are many 
people in Europe and in Denmark who feels 
that America, under your leadership, has be-
come an often arrogant superpower. And the 
‘‘either you’re with us or against us’’ attitude 
has created a more violent and dangerous 
world. What do you say to those people? 

The President. Well, first of all, I can un-
derstand why some people didn’t agree with 
or support my decision to, for example, take 
the Taliban out in Afghanistan or take the 
action I took in Iraq. Those are hard deci-
sions. And I can understand why some said, 
‘‘Well, gosh, we don’t understand why he did 
that, nor do we agree with it.’’ 

On the other hand, people have got to un-
derstand my mentality, and it changed after 
September the 11th. For some in Europe, 
September the 11th was just a moment, a 
sad moment. For me, it changed how I 
looked at the world and changed how many 
Americans looked at the world because we 
were attacked. And we believe we’re at war 
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with a group of hateful men who profess an 
ideology that is the opposite of ours. 

And—but having said that, in defense of 
my policies, I did go to the United Nations, 
not only for Afghanistan but for Iraq. And 
we did work with allies, and we did ask peo-
ple’s opinion. And we put a coalition to-
gether, of which your great country joined. 
And I’m thankful for your Prime Minister’s 
tough decision. He’s a good man, and he’s 
a friend. 

It’s—I understand we have an obligation 
as an influential nation to reach out to others. 
And I believe I’ve done so as the President. 
And we also have an obligation as an influen-
tial nation to help others. And I’m going to 
the G-8 here—I’m going to Denmark first. 
Then the G-8, and I’m proud to talk about 
the record we’ve got when it comes to HIV/ 
AIDS on the continent of Africa or feeding 
the hungry. But—and I’ve got a—I look for-
ward to going to Denmark and explaining 
what’s in our heart and our intentions and 
our desires and our friendship with the Dan-
ish people. 

Iraq War/Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. But I do also sense 

that there are some who feel that the moral 
leadership of the United States has been 
somehow compromised by the fact that the 
world was led to the war in Iraq believing 
that there was weapons of mass destruction. 
It now seems like there wasn’t. And I know 
that there were other nations, there was the 
U.N., who also believed there were weapons 
of mass destruction. But you said it again and 
again; people in your administration said it 
again and again. 

The President. Right. 
Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. How do you feel 

about that today? 
The President. Well, I’m obviously dis-

appointed. I thought there were—I thought 
we’d find weapons of mass destruction, as 
did the world. In other words, it wasn’t just 
our intelligence, nor was it just my adminis-
tration. My predecessor, President Clinton, 
felt the same way, based upon what every-
body thought was solid intelligence. That’s 
why I—here I put together a group of distin-
guished citizens from both political parties 
to analyze what went wrong on the intel-

ligence. As a matter of fact—announced 
today that we were implementing some seri-
ous reforms of our intelligence-gathering. 

On the other hand, I believe we made the 
right decision because Saddam Hussein was 
not only a tyrant, but he was a threat to world 
peace. He had the capacity to make weapons 
of mass destruction. Even though we hadn’t 
found the weapons themselves, we certainly 
know he made the capacity. 

And people who went and analyzed the 
situation came back and said, ‘‘Look, he was 
a dangerous person’’—even though no weap-
ons were found, the ability to make weapons 
and his intent and his relationship with ter-
rorists. So I—— 

Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. But do you under-
stand that there are people who say, ‘‘Can 
we believe it the next time a grave danger 
is emerging?’’ 

The President. Yes, I can. Sure. Abso-
lutely. And I, myself, want to make sure that 
the intelligence that we share with our 
friends and allies is—or the intelligence we 
get from our allies—is good, solid intel-
ligence. Absolutely. I’ve got to make deci-
sions based upon good information. 

And people of Denmark got to under-
stand, listen, committing troops ought to 
be—is the last option for me. It’s the hardest 
thing a President does, and I don’t like to 
commit troops. Yesterday, I gave a speech 
to the Nation about a way forward in Iraq. 
I’m confident Iraq is going to be a free and 
democratic nation. Before I did so, I met 
with 38 families, all of whom had a loved 
one die in Iraq and Afghanistan. And it’s hard 
to do that. It’s hard to know that my decision 
put these kids in harm’s way, and they didn’t 
come back to the arms of their loved ones. 
And you just got to know, it is—it is the last 
thing I want to do. The last decision I want 
to make is to put our young folks into harm’s 
way. 

And it’s—I had to tell every one of them 
two things. One, I thanked them for their 
sacrifice, but also reminded them that we’re 
laying the foundations for peace. And I truly 
believe we are. I would not put those kids 
out there if I didn’t believe there’s a better 
world ahead. 
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Europe-U.S. Relations/Kyoto Protocol 
Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. Now, you have, as 

President, been dealing seriously and inten-
sively with Europe for the last 41⁄2 years. And 
if I may ask you a little unconventional ques-
tion: What do you think is the most annoying 
aspect of the way that we Europeans look 
at the world? 

The President. You know, that’s a very 
tough question because if I answer it, obvi-
ously I admit there’s something annoying 
about Europeans, which I don’t want to 
admit. I don’t want to say that. Listen, I 
think——

Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. But we do look at 
the world very differently, don’t we? 

The President. Well, for example, Kyoto. 
Let me bring up a very controversial subject. 
A lot of the leaders in Europe and a lot of 
people in Europe believe that all—get the 
United States to sign Kyoto and everything 
would be fine with the environment. 

Well, first of all, Kyoto would have 
wrecked our economy. And I couldn’t, in 
good faith, sign Kyoto. And nor—99 Sen-
ators, U.S. Senators from both parties, said, 
‘‘Don’t sign Kyoto. We’re not for Kyoto.’’ It 
became a point of contention that I didn’t 
think was healthy or necessary, and yet, it 
became a—it became a—kind of a signpost 
of whether or not the United States was will-
ing to participate with other nations. 

By the way, Kyoto didn’t include China 
and India, for starters, who happen to be big 
polluters as well. And so I’m going to go to 
the G-8, by the way, and I’ll talk to Anders 
about this when I see him, about my plans 
to share a lot of the research and develop-
ment we’re doing. I mean, we’re spending 
$20 billion to better understand the science 
and better—and more likely to develop tech-
nologies that will enable this country to diver-
sify away from fossil fuels. 

See, we got to diversify away from fossil 
fuels. We’re hooked on oil from the Middle 
East which is a national security problem and 
an economic security problem and, at the 
same time, burning fossil fuels is a part of 
the cause of greenhouse gases. 

Domestic Cultural Issues 
Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. Let me change sub-

jects completely, if I may. The cultural war, 

as it often described here in America, is 
something that we in Denmark look upon 
with some interest and some also maybe lack 
of understanding—gay marriage, abortion, 
and so forth. 

The President. Sure. 
Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. Why have these sub-

jects become such a focus in America today? 
The President. Well, I think abortion—

I know abortion has been a focus for quite 
a period of time. And there is a genuine phil-
osophical debate, a debate amongst good 
people—good, decent, honorable, patriotic 
Americans who have a difference of opinion. 
I happen to be one who believes that we 
ought to guard life. Life is precious in all 
forms, all stages. And that then leads into 
political debates, that philosophy, that belief 
leads into political debates on issues like 
whether or not a parent should be notified 
prior to a daughter’s abortion, for example. 
That’s how it has manifested—different laws, 
for example. Occasionally—somebody pro-
posed a law, for example, if you murder a 
pregnant woman, should the person be 
charged with murder once or twice? I hap-
pen to believe the person ought to be 
charged twice, first the mother and second 
the—the child. And that, of course, sparks 
debate. And that’s why you’re seeing debates 
on this issue. 

Gay marriage is another issue——
Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. Can I just, if I may, 

your personal—do you think abortion should 
be illegal? 

The President. No, I’ve always believed 
that there—we ought to—abortion ought to 
be illegal with the exception of rape, incest, 
or life of the mother. But look, I’m a realist 
as well. I mean, this is an issue that has polar-
ized the American political society. And in 
order to get good policy in place that protects 
the life of a child, we’re going to have to 
change hearts. And it’s—so I’ve been pro-
moting what I call a culture of life, at every 
aspect of the debate remind people that life 
is precious. And—but I can see why people 
take an interest in the debates here. It’s—
it’s—I happen to believe a society based 
upon respect for life is an important soci-
ety—is a whole society, I guess is a better 
way to put it. 
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The Presidency 
Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. When I told my 11- 

year-old daughter the other day that I was 
going to interview you, she asked me, ‘‘What 
does a President really do.’’ And I told her, 
maybe a little simplistically, that he rules the 
world. [Laughter] And she then asked me, 
‘‘What does a man with so much power think 
about before he falls asleep?’’ 

The President. That’s great. 
Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. So if I may be a little 

personal here, Mr. President—— 
The President. Sure. 
Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. —— I would like to 

convey her question to you, and what do you 
think about when you have time alone? 

The President. Yes, fascinating question. 
Sometimes the 11-year-olds ask better ques-
tions than us—than we adults. First, if I— 
if she asked me what do I do, I would— 
I would say, I make a lot of decisions. It’s 
a decisionmaking job, which means I better 
listen to good people. And I think when the 
people take a look at my Government, they’ll 
say, ‘‘Gosh, that old George W. is sur-
rounding himself with some great people.’’ 
And I have. And I give them a chance to 
tell me what’s on their mind. I listen care-
fully, and then I make up my mind, and they 
say, ‘‘Yes, sir, Mr. President.’’ 

You’ve got to tell your daughter that, one, 
I sleep well at night. I subscribe that—this 
may be controversial for some—I subscribe 
it to the fact that I’ve got peace of mind. 
And I attribute that to my faith, and to this 
amazing fact about America: Millions of peo-
ple—no matter what their political affiliation 
may be or their background—pray for me 
and Laura. And for that, I am incredibly 
grateful. 

I’m an exerciser. I love to exercise. Your 
Prime Minister has challenged me to many 
a run and bike ride. I’m—I can only—I can’t 
run with him because my knees hurt. And 
I probably won’t be able to bike with him 
because he’s a great athlete, but neverthe-
less, I exercise a lot. And that helps take the 
stress off. 

I read a lot. And so when I—tell your 
daughter, right before I go to bed, after I 
do my homework, I’m an avid reader. I like 
to read history. I just finished a book about 
George Washington. And so I get my mind 

off my work and get my—I get—if I’ve got 
troubles, I get my—get the troubles off my 
mind by reading a lot. And then I—I’m kind 
of getting to be an old guy so I fall asleep 
about 9:30 p.m., much to the chagrin of 
Laura Bush. Up at 5:15 a.m., I get to work 
about 6:45 a.m. 

President’s Upcoming Visit to Denmark 

Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. Thank you, sir. Just 
this very last question. 

The President. Please. 
Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. What are you look-

ing forward mostly to your visit to Denmark? 
The President. I’m looking forward to 

seeing your Prime Minister, who I like. He’s 
a good guy. I’m looking forward to seeing 
Her Majesty. I have never been to Denmark. 
I’m looking forward to seeing the beauty of 
the country. I don’t get out much when I 
travel, I must confess. I won’t be your aver-
age American tourist being able to move 
around freely. I wish I could. But the job 
doesn’t afford me to do that, nor—you know, 
it would be unfair to the people of Denmark 
if I tried to move around too much because 
the security would be quite inconvenient to 
them. But I really am looking forward to hav-
ing a good discussion, talking about our com-
mon interests, talking about a way forward 
to help promote democracy and peace. And 
I’m looking forward to a good night’s sleep 
on the soil of a friend. 

Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. Thank you very 
much, sir, for your time. And I hope you have 
a pleasant and enjoyable visit to Denmark. 

The President. Thank you, sir, appreciate 
it. 

Mr. Bildsoe-Lassen. Thank you. 
The President. Good job. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:45 p.m. in 
Map Room at the White House for later broad-
cast. This transcript was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on June 30. In his remarks, 
the President referred to Prime Minister Anders 
Fogh Rasmussen and Queen Margrethe II of 
Denmark; and former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this 
interview. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of this interview. 
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Remarks on the Upcoming Group of 
Eight Summit 
June 30, 2005 

Thank you all. Thanks a lot. Please be seat-
ed. Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s a 
pleasure for Laura and me to join you here 
at the Smithsonian, where America’s heritage 
is kept and where the achievements of all 
cultures are celebrated. 

I thank Wally Stern for your kind introduc-
tion and for his leadership of the Hudson 
Institute. I appreciate all the Hudson Insti-
tute members who are here. Thank you for 
your service to our country. 

I want to thank the members of the diplo-
matic corps who have joined us. I appreciate 
your coming. I particularly want to say thanks 
to the Ambassadors from the African nations 
who are here. I have visited your beautiful 
and hopeful continent, and next month, 
Laura will travel to South Africa, Tanzania, 
and Rwanda to highlight the partnership 
we’re building on education, the empower-
ment of women, and the fight against HIV/ 
AIDS. She’s a really good ambassador for our 
country. 

I want to—I appreciate our Secretary of 
State who has joined us today. Condoleezza 
Rice, I’m proud you’re here. Thanks for join-
ing us. You’re doing a fabulous job, by the 
way. 

Ambassador Rob Portman, the U.S. Trade 
Representative is with us. Ambassador, 
thanks for joining us. Andrew Natsios, Ad-
ministrator of USAID, is with us. Good to 
see you, Andrew. Thanks for coming. Randy 
Tobias, who is the U.S. Global AIDS Coordi-
nator—Ambassador Randy Tobias—thank 
you for joining us, Mr. Ambassador. I appre-
ciate your noble work. 

I want to thank Senator Sam Brownback 
and Congressman Jim Kolbe and Congress-
woman Nita Lowey for joining for us. We’re 
honored you’re here. Thanks for coming. 

Secretary Ann Veneman, the UNICEF ex-
ecutive director, is with us. It’s great to see 
you, Ann. Thanks for being here. I want to 
thank Larry Small, the Secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institute. 

I want to thank Dr. Julian Raby, the direc-
tor of the Freer and Sackler Galleries of Art. 
I appreciate Herb London, the president, 

Ken Weinstein, the executive officer of the 
Hudson Institute. And thank you all for being 
here. 

Next week, I’m going to head to the G– 
8 summit in Scotland. Out there, I’ll meet 
with leaders of the industrialized nations. As 
in earlier meetings, we will discuss the great 
political and economic progress being made 
in Africa and the next steps we can take with 
African leaders to build on that progress. The 
whole world will benefit from prosperity and 
stability on the African continent. And the 
peoples of Africa deserve the peace and free-
dom and opportunity that are the natural 
rights of all mankind. 

We seek progress in Africa and throughout 
the developing world because our interests 
are directly at stake. September the 11th, 
2001, Americans found that instability and 
lawlessness in a distant country can bring 
danger to our own. In this new century, we 
are less threatened by fleets and armies than 
by small cells of men who operate in the 
shadows and exploit weakness and despair. 
The ultimate answer to those threats is to 
encourage prosperous, democratic, and law-
ful societies that join us in overcoming the 
forces of terror, allies that we’re finding 
across the continent of Africa. We fight the 
war on terror with our power. We will win 
the war on terror with freedom and justice 
and hope. 

We seek progress in Africa and throughout 
the developing world because conscience de-
mands it. Americans believe that human 
rights and the worth of human lives are not 
determined by race or nationality or dimin-
ished by distance. We believe that every life 
matters and every person counts. And so we 
are moved when thousands of young lives are 
ended every day by the treatable disease of 
malaria. We’re moved when children watch 
their parents slowly die of AIDS, leaving 
young boys and girls traumatized, frightened, 
and alone. Peoples of Africa are opposing 
these challenges with courage and deter-
mination, and we will stand beside them. 

Yet the continent of Africa is so much 
more than the sum of its problems. After 
years of colonization and Marxism and rac-
ism, Africa is on the threshold of great ad-
vances. Economic growth is at the highest 
level in 8 years. Leaders have emerged from 
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